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on, 4 H15TORY or 


THE YORKSHIRE THEATRES;. 


FROM 1770 TO THE PRESENT: TIME: = 


35 Interſperſsd with ANECDOTES reſpecting 
MOST OF THE PERFORMERS - 
N IN THE THREE yt, FROM 1765 to 1795 
"BY TATE WILKINSON. 
N FOUR VOLUMES... TY . 
; | To which are added, never publiſhed, 5 | 
ET THE DIVERSIONS OF THE MORNING, AND FOOTE'S TRIAL 


FOR A LIBEL ON PETER PARAGRAPH, © © 
- — ran, WENT i So 


. « Smith $0 YOU WRITE ox, MR. Bayes? 
„% Bayes. AY—AND so LONG AS I KNOW ALL MY THINGS 


71 % ARE GOOD, WHAT DO I CARE WHAT PEOPLE SAT. AN 
8 « xT SHALL PIT, BOX, AND GALLERY 17, e _WITH- 


« ANY BOOK IN CHRISTENDOM.”' 
Duke of Buckinghow' bal. by 


— — — — — 


VILE +, 


TORE. 


„ FOR THE AUTHOR, 
IV WILSON, SPENCE, AND MAW AAN: 5 
20LD BY G. G. & I. ROBINSON, PATERNOSTERROW;3 T. EGERTONy- 
I TERALL ; AND J. DEIGHTON, HoL BORN, LONDON 
And by all the Bockſellers in the city and county of Yorks. | 


N . 1795. 


&Y R. JOHN K KEMBLE 3 acting Manager 
off Drury-Lane Theatre) made his firſt appearance 
as Hull in the character of Macbeth on Friday 
| - 30, 1778; next he acted Archer, which was 
not unlike his manner of playing airy comedy now. 
He, from ſoon getting well conneQefl at Hull, and 
3 Sine his merits riſing daily as to reputation, aided 
by ſtrong imagination, and a nerved undenſtunding, 
it may eafily be ſuppoſed ſoon gained popu- 
larity and attention, on and off the ſtage. I 
ſhould like to ſee Mr. Kemble in Horatio, it muſt 
be a manly, noble performance; his Sciolto, per- 
bare. not ſo good; but Lothario better let alone. 
I am here chatting on Theatrical matters, and 
mean not the leaſt offence to Mr. Kemble; a gen- 
en whom I muſt, in compliment to myſelf, i 
net be ſuch an oaf in obſervation, did I not 2 


: ackno nledge, and E his ſuperior te W 
Volume II. % 


. 


EY -THE- WANDERING PATENTEE; 


| -Mr. Kemble, though i in particular characters, 
here ſternneſs is requiſite, more than in the ten- 
der paſſions, certainly is HIMSELF ALONE, and 
almoſt unexceptionable. For to ſay Mr. Garrick 
or- Mr. Barry were diveſted of error or peculiari- 
ties, would be ſaying more than truth, though na- 
ture had been laviſh to the latter but when I 
ſee Mr. Kemble kneel to his mother in the third 
act of Hamlet, and kiſs her band { or-nech, if he 
can reach it, ) with all the enthuſiaſm of filial love 
and duty, my idea of propriety is ſome what ſtag- 
gered, though the acting is ſuperexcellent, when 
in a ſhort page he refuſes to accept any token of 
love or filial affection from his parent. But 1 
am here out of. courſe as -uſual always going 
out of the road . inſtead . of purſuing the right 
track, conſequently. J have got into the mire and 
am all beſplaſhed, while my xeader is ſtaring 
and with wonder reflecting where Mr. Air- ; 
caſtle has got to; for certainly, inſtead of men- 
© tioning Mr. Kemble as to what he is now in 
if 293, L ſhould ſtick to what he Was s doing in 
. 17787 „ 
Why, in the 3 of has . 0 ated Bon 
| Aimworth, without ſongs; and perhaps his per- 
formance was not the worſe for that omiſſion. 
I muft obſerve, that he was not the only inſtance 
5 of ſuch a ſtrange opera undertaking; for Barry 
„ ang Menn, when “ The Maid of the Mill“ was 


* 


Fo - THE WANDERING PATENTRE: ES: - 


in high. repute, aided that muſical a 5 


by each, as rival opera performers, at their dif- 


ferent Theatres of Crow- Street and Smock- E 


Alley, by acting the character of Lord Aim- 


worth; 3 and I never heard it decided for the ho- | 
nour of either, which was the beſt. To the 


credit of Mr. Kemble I muſt mention, that he 


undertook the character, not from whim or 
choice, but to aſſiſt 2 brother actor 0 on a x benefit 5 
night. „ + 
I muſt not omit. a a 1 * | 
circumſtance which enen occurred the . 


the trage of. — ag the Firſt was. "ales. 3 2 
part which Mr. Cummins ſupports with much 
firmneſs and ſtrong diſplay of character; and as 
far as we can judge by dreſs and manner, he ex- 
hibits to imagination a very pictureſque and 
ſtrong reſemblance of that unfortunate Monarch, 


as far as portraits and writers can aſſiſt our ideas 


as to perſon, the which leads us to reflect on the 


. 


awful and fatal cataſtrophe. A young lady a 


the name of Terrot, (daughter to an officer of 
that name, then quartered at Hull, and I believe 
ſtill living) the darling of her father and mother, 
was ſitting in the ſtage-box at the repreſentation 5 
of the tragedy juſt mentioned, and in almoſt a 


ſecond after the play finiſhed, ſhe dropped down _ 


dead, to the great grief of her 0 and her 


NR 
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numerous friends. Various were the apinions 
on the fatal ſummons, ſome urged that the 
melancholy of the tragedy had affected her 
ſenſes: The enemies of the theatre were certain 
it was Divine judgment, as a puniſhment for 
being i in ſo profane a place as. the devil's houſe, 
without making the leaſt allowance that a church 
Has often been ſubject to the like dreadful viſita- 
| tion with an allotted death chamber of repoſe: 
However it had ſuch an effect and weight on 
the auditors” ſpirits, and the opinions at Hull, | 
that I think the play will never be acted there 
by ds efire again. If Captain Terrot and his lady 
are living, it is not I believe in Yorkſhire, as 1 
was informed that gentleman requeſted to be 
removed to a place where the memory of a be- 
loved child would not be ſo often intruding on 
their minds from particular incidents and occur- 
rences, which would unavoidably be the caſe 
with hints of the dreadful cataſtrophe. _ 

For fomething leſs melancholy permit me to 
change the doleful ſubject, and entertain the 
reader With a leſs. important affair, which is 
merely, that in the ſeaſon of 1778, the Sadlers' 
Wells Company, Richer ind family, were-again 
engaged, but did not ſucceed much, and what 

4s worthy remark, thoſe entertainments when 
, produced at Hull are Kldom. very PPT with 
the ane 
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es Kemble on "Tucſday\Dictmber' 29, pre- 


ſented the town on his benefit night with a 


tragedy of his own entitled «*Belifarius ;” \ 


which was received with candor, . credit, and 
applauſe. 7. 


My career of "be bas Pen ſüadeniy 
ſtopped by an unexpected and diſagreeable viſitor,.- 
Mr. Gout; : who has not entered my territories ' 


by any means like a civil or humane victor, nor 


ſhewing 1 me the leaſt clemency, but has chained 


me by both the heels, ſo that I cannot run away 


from him. My citadel, the Heart, has taken the 
alarm on the occaſion, but though intimidated, 
muſt repel the invader; and my ſenſes ſummoned, 
collected, and ſubmitted- on mature deliberation 


ts the judgment of the court of Reaſon, candidly 
do confeſs, that I much fear the ſaid ſpoiler might 


by degrees extend from the town of Foot to'the 


village of Knee, and from the village of Knee, to 
the city called Caput, where the materials are very | 


flight for defence, and from that ſurround my capi- 


tal the Stomach; and from thence inveſt and bom-- 


bard the-citadel my Heart; I therefore by the help. 
of forces well paid for, aſſiſted by ſtout repelling 


Madeira, have as well as in my power encircled 


all the roads and environs with ſtrong fortifi- 


cations, to prevent attack or eneroachments 


from the foe, and for the preſent will (if I obtain 


n on DOK: firſt invaſion) proceed: with. all 
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toberable caution: But perſeverance "ll"; me, 


With ſo many inlets by which I may be affailed, - 


and the works evidently falling from the hand of 


Fl Time into decay, which no human foreſight can 


repair, ſq as to repel the arrows of Death, E can 
only oppoſe my now feeble ſtrength, and truſt to. 


lucky chances to procraſtinate what 1 cannot 
| prevent; at the ſame time, muſtering philoſophy, 8 


patience, courage, and reſignation, and having | 
gained a little victory over the fallen foe, for. 
the preſent, I wil proceed with my book in 


the account of 1778, in order to get my taſk. 
finiſhed, leaſt the curtain, ſhould ſuddenly drop 
on my maimed performance, and ſhut me out 
from my family and friends, with all the ills. 
and intermixed ingredients of ies, and as Acaſto 


W 


« An old man muſt 8 theſe little ſhocks of "Natures 
Do Sig de are gentle hints to warn us of our end.“ 15 


Mr. Kemble, on his appearance at or Won 


mats way, but not rapidly; for the public wilt 


have favourites of their own : Inftances of which 
I have often ſeen and obſerved, that by ſetting up 


a new favourite only rivets another ſet as deter- 
| minately hoſtile to any new favoured rival; and 


not unlike a Democrat or an Ariſtocrat, reaſon is 
not conſulted. 1 remember . a ſervant of 


THE WANDERING PATENTEE. | IT: 


mine particularly to ſee the play of Hamlet, and 
he would not ſtir from my houſe to the theatre: 


After ſome interrogation of mine, why 1 
did not attend the theatre, he ſaid it was « be- | 


cauſe Mr. Kemble played Hamlet.“ cc Well, ? 


ſays I, “ and he plays Hamlet excellently well.” 
“That may be, Sir, but 1-am ſure I could not ä 


« abide to ſee Mr. Kemble play Hamlet; you - 


« know, Sir, it is Mr. Cummins's-part ??* And- 
in the million there are more ſuch critics than 
can eaſily be imagined, created from want of 
judgment, ſpleen, envy, partiality, obſtinacy, aid N 


a thouſand et cæteras. 


Mr. Kemble's firſt appearance in the York 
Theatre, was on the Igth of January, 1789, in 


the formidable Prince Oreſtes: A quarrel at 0 


; rehearſal, . relative to which ide, . 8. or O. P. 
for Oreſtes to make his entrance in the 5th act, 


to the jealous great Priam's danghter, Hermione, 


was combated- ſtrongly by the Prince and the 
. Princels ; ; however the hero conquered the hero- 
ine; and he preſerved his ſituation, more from a 


ew of Auperiority. and knowledge, I believe, than 


as. to any real opinion being material to Mr. | 
| Kemble as to cither, FP. 8.050, P. I was choſen 


umpire, and I believe perplexed. the controyerly 
more than ſettled "os 
For my friend Inchbald I. got up the play of 


&« © Bonduca,” a8 altered the preceding ſummer by 


7 


— 


bin London. I need not ſay that my boy was 


* 


1 
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Mr. 1 in which 4 WELODTY the: part. of 
Caratach, and my ſon Joax, then only nine 


years of age, the child's part of Hengo, which 


had been ſo well ſuſtained by young Edwin 


well received and cheriſhed, as all audiences on 
ſuch occaſions are eve} liberal to the firſt ſtart 
of endeavour, and wiſh to 12 5 e to 70 
tender ſapling. Fe, 971 

At that period my limited: time was eee 
a paying back my three thouſand guineas, 
which 1 did, by obtaining different ſubſcribers at 
Full and York, at one hundred guineas each, 


with a free transferable ticket, and legal intereſt, . 


with the privilege to pay off wen it ſuited nf 3 
convenience, by which means each ſubſcriber got 


more than tolerable intereſt, and I got my liberty, 
and free from ths galling chains of thirty pro- 


prietors; which would have required a much 


wiſer head than mine, and more philoſophy, good 
fenſe and reſignation than falls to the lot of many 
ever to have fatisfied: In ſhort, it was im- 
_ poſſible z and I have blefſed God from that dax 


to this, for my comfortable deliverance from 


fuch a baſtile. For I grieved , yeal truly grieved, | 
and was fore in ſpirit: And indeed the following 


ſpecimen will prove how irkſome it muſt have 
been to haye had my property and livelihood at 


| my” wierey of ſuch a 9 convention. : 
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To e 55 J. 108. paid to Mr. Roſs, to 
make up the deficiency of his benefit, which was 

only 241. Charge Mr. Wilkinſon £ 58 Io. 8 

(My agreement ſpecified was half | 
the receipt, which explains deck) +: 

To the ſum overpaid Mr. Wilkinſon | 
on his benefit at York, being one | 
| half of the uſual allowance for the 
expences of the houſe, Mr. Wilkin- { © 
| ſon having received one half of the . 
e ares 
To the like at Leeds 2 

"Fo the-like at it = ns e 2 


A 


Tie 95 FIG of? Jan. ns, dated and ade . 


1 accounts. | 
Ro. og 8 


n W.. 
. | GEO 8. 

K 90200 no comment: > Tkifefing no wonder 11. 
I gloried in having got rid of my bondage; and 
when freed from ſhackles, I triumphantly, in 
January -1779;*marched- my veterans. and new. 
raiſed troops into Vork city: Myſelf once more 

enthroned with royal ſtate, and in idea of ſelf-- _ 
importance uncontrollable behind the curtain, 
unleſs indeed 1 now and then amen dt to order 
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by the murmur of the audience before the 
ö e 7 e to waken 1 me- from _ ; 


| 5 86 ©To bs for perfect 1 5 is vain; 1 
N And pleaſure e. ever has alloys of pain.” f © . 


1 7 


Though ſeriouſſy ſpeaking, I do not think: it 


poſſible ever to have a manager more watchful 


to entertain and provide new. matter to cultivate 


and improve their appetites. for. theatrical dain- 


ties; and the reaſon is obvious, for the public- 


Wundt he? THE W of Tre ow: 41 their ma 


A 


; | ec, be, as POR caterer, 1 them diſhes, 


40 Jun to their taſte, and kalen to their wiſhes,” - : 


"Mrs. King expected that che to: thi 1 


as uſual, but caprice and faſhion had ſounded the 
zocſin,. for retreat, and ſhe was. ed attended, 


admired, or done common juſtice to. 


Mr. Kemble's ſecond appearanee at York, was, 
by his own choice, Ranger: His third, Edward 
the Black Prince. In many paſſages of that 
character, he made the audience feel his great 


propriety and ſterling merit. His benefit was 


his own tragedy of „ Belifarius,” on Saturday, 
March 27; which was well received, and his 
1 8 eee ene on ng in 
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e Ba Wells com pany, Wich el ke 


were again e but with i 1 e nen or 


approbaton. 5 Ty ove 
_ To-oblige/ my. friend, Genres gt. 1er, * | 
once more engaged Mrs. Hunter, for a few- 
nights; a lady to whom he was much attached: 8 
Her ſucceſs was not remarkable, but a lady of 


manners good, and as a companion at chit chat 


truly ſenſible, entertaining, and engaging; but ſhe: 
had rapidly fallen off in figure, ſtage- manners, 
voice, &c. to what ſhe had been. So no wonder 
the London audience did not like her the previous 


| ſeaſon; when in truth we may without offence. 


conclude, that playing a winter in London, with 
ſuch opportunity, with obſervation - aſſiſted by 


common ſenſe, ſhould have improved, not dead- 


; ened her faculties. I am ſure even now, I al- 


ways think my imagination improved whenever 
Tget a few weeks in Londen: But then I am a 
Cockney, naturally like London, and may flatter 
my ſelf-conceit. But partiality apart, I rather 
believe I am right; and in all arts every mind 
muſt be improved by often viewing that vaſt 

ſcope for obſervation. and excellence which Lon- 


don affords; and: the London audience is the only 5 


one where reſpect and attention is preſerved for 
their favourite performe 8. Dr. Johnſon thought 
he ſaw the whole world i in London. Audiences. 


in One" are. — out * London, whe- 
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all r and CO are e i in eee 0 5 


bow mortifying and unexpected ſuch, a fall and 


As, in a theatre, the eyes of nh. 5 


b Are idly bent on him that enters my” 


youth, that in the country would not be endured,. 


bowever formerly excellent. There the bud of 


beauty muſt be ripening on the peach, and the 
bloom muſt be inviting on the plum, and look 


Him for the taſte, but will never ſucceed with a 
high tinctured cheek, that with 1 are 
15 and yields to the touch. | 


Mrs. King's benefit was 1 negleBed; ” 955 > 


il if by general conſent, though ſhe, three years pre- 
_ vious, was the darling of the York public: Her. 
play was Mr. Glover's “ Medea, Saturday, Feb. 


27, 1779, a piece then followed in London 
from the admirable exertions of Mrs. Yates 5 
but the word fa/bion had left Mrs. King; and, 


eee what a leſſon for vanity or dependence 
on public opinion ! for ſhe wastruly gang ac 
becauſe ſhe was not fortunate—and came. ba * 
id, where ſhe expected fond rec ien Rm 


After a well-grac'd actor leaves the lage, Wo A 


„Thinking his prattle to be tedious ing a 
Even ſo, or with much more contempt, -men's eyes 
% Did ſcowl on Richard. No man cry'd, God ſave hj m7 


No joyful tongue gave him his welcome home; Lis 
Co But duſt was thrown SR his acred head 5 „ 


%- 


Tz « His 1 fon il pig with tears and miles, ria” << 


0 as. That had not God, for ſome ſtrong purpoſe, ie Id 
The hearts of men, they muſt perforce have melted, 


| remembrance Wo 


$I he badges of his grief and patience, 


And Barbariſm itſelf have pitied him. 


5 3 1 preſented Mrs. — for: 1 | 
benalit night, with a piece called The Female 
Officer, of which 1 do not retain the ſmalleſt 
And 1 believe, as to that circum- 

| ſtance, the author, now with the affairs of ſtate 


he has upon his m niſterial ſhoulders, retains 


little more recollection of its ee or eee 


n myſelf. REV 
Thurſdarz April 735 17795: n a 1 


matter of e bee, and from a trifling cauſe; . 
which too often fets real ſtates at variance, and ; 

| node into quarrels: For my own part, Lam of 
Lord Haſtings's opinion. — That a civil rebellion 
in church, ſtate, the ſtage, or in public or private, | 

| is dangerous, diſagreeable, and full of peril; and 
when in the midſt of eaſe, ane and plea- 
fure, Diſcontent may rear its head 

baneful poiſon; like a plague, there 5 no know - 
ing where its direful n 
may end, too probably in a ſudden chaos of fa- 
mine and every _— and een that the | 


| dangerous projects 


, infuſe its 
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the horrors of Wks: plunder, and murder. bf ES 


TANE SHORE. 79 5 
my TI IC EN Il. ct - 2 A : £ 
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1 2 Wben ſhah Weis ad dt of Clin cal, 
« When ſhall our:long-divided land have 1 a, ee 
« If every peeviſh, moody malecontent +. 4 „ 
ce Shall ſt the ſenſeleſs.rabble/in an uproar, 8 
« Fright them with dangers, and per plex cheie 8 
Each day with ſome fantaſtic giddy. change ? ? bp 5 
Have we ſo ſoon forgot thoſe days of ruin, TP Ok, 2 
„When Vork and Lancaſter drew forth their batr et . 
When, like a matron butcher'd by her „ Nat” 
And caſt beſide: ſome common way, bee, . 
6 Of horror and affright to paſſers by, e 5 5 
5 5 Our groaning country bled at ev ry vein; 5 15 debe 
« When murders, rapes, and maſſacres prevails 4 . 
"70 When churches, palaces, and cities blaz'd; 1 5 
% When Inſelence and Barbariſm efomph'a; $58 1 
« And ſwept away diſtinction; peaſants trod Us 
« Upon the necks of nobles; low were laid 3 
« The DOA e e and the holy we, FH 12 05 . 
And eee cover "Ga the POT be 785 [out 


"However Halt or © wrong. & may es as. 10 judg- * 5 
= ment, 1 am ſure, 1 ſhall not be ſet down as wrong, Dy 
either as manager or actor, when, X declare for 
the olive branch ever blooming in mine and every 
bo Wege what | is more l to 8 mie . 


Eg 


6 


in” every Nate: and nee 


Thurſday; April 15; ape for the 


r eee eee 


moving globe. 8 . 
Mr. Murphy's . Zenobia- Was ee . 


eing a Mrs. Maso in that characker, who, full of 


felf· fame, came poſt from the north of Ireland to 
lay our tragie princeſſes in-Yorkfhire, by dint of 
a ſuperior foree of arms, charms, &c. She was 
certainly deſtitute of voice, variety, and powers; 
yet ſtrange to relate as a fact, I have heard 
this expreſſive-inexpreſſive, all- alike- dull featured 
erack d- voiced heroine has been preferred at Hali- 
fax to many of eſtabliſned merit: However, be 
chat as it may, the lady was not ſo fortunate at. 
Vork; and the boxes will often bwile, n the. Fi 
actors groan in reality. . | 
On that: fatal night, a lady of 1 well : 
Avon. at that time, was preſent z her name was, 
t. poſſeſſed of. ſtrong ſeni 
that a moſt poignant t 


dhe ſtrongeſt marks. of eon 4 


— 


* 


trodu- 


„ and With. 
; urn of: ſatire, and never, 
| eurbed her laugh when ſhe choſe to be in the: 
comic veinz whether it was tragedy or comedy. 
Two circumſtances occurred to make this night 
unfortunate: Miſs 8 e poſſeſſed the 
; ſtage-box, and had her. beaux to talk and laugh 
er "Tis! unluckily took a ſudden antipathy to- 

tragedy-heroine, and never failed on her: - 
appearance to ſhew her great eee, 
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N death, Miſs 8 % 
tirical vein, gave ſuch way to her impetuoſity of 


; ea appeared to every diſadvantage, by receiving 
ſuch apparent and diſcouraging treatment, as 
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; ip | 8 IL ee partiality, f. 
_ had alſo adopted an opinion greatly to the preju- 
dice of Mr. Kemble, who Acded Teribazus; ſo 


t in the laſt act when Mx. . 


it in emble and the 
lady were fully employed in ti 


ago nizing Teenes: 
40 ſatisſy her ſa- 


temper and ſpirits, that ſhe really, as Lady Townly 


Aren « talked (and laughed) louder than the play- 
ers. The new actreſs not having made any fa-; 
vourable impreſſions, ſo as to gain the hearts of the 


audience, was left deſtitute of all ſupport, and ce 


might have damped the courage of Mademoiſelle - 


 Corde. Mr. Kemble being not a little nettled 
: at Miſs 8 * * * * * * * pointed rudene | 
(which certainly did not reflect honour or credit 
either to her family or herſelf) in the laſt ſcene 


conveyed looks of diſdain (of which he was 


and is capable) to the lady, which looks were 
as ſcornfully returned with reiterated burſts of 
laughter. On the repeated repetitiop of ſuch 


injurious and indelicate behaviour, Mr. Kemble- 
made a full and long ſtop, and when at laſt called, 


on by the audience to © Go on! go on he -with 


great gravity, and a pointed bow to the ftage-box,. 


| fad he was ready to eee wg 1 70 rider as 
TORE as n had finiſhed" Y 


3, . | 


Q 


2 wb | 


JJ En SP ed A es 


— bt al Rt RAG at 5-66 SIS 0 
* 3 A , * 
F RET 5 


re F cat 4 5 the roſes 
into cheeks not hs: moſt” remarkable for being - 


feminine or delicate; and fury, indignation, 


lightening flaſhed from her eyes: The audience | 


were rouzed from their ſtupor, and in general 


hiſſed the lady in the ftage-box, and ſeyeral voices 
cried, Out! out!” This was treatment horrible, 
moſt horrible“ for a lady who prided herſelf on 


family more than fortune, (and whoſe ſpirits at 
certain times were under the controul of the 

moon.) She could not bear ſuch an unexpected 
infult, either from the audience or the player. 
She ſummons d moſt of the officers, gentlemen o 

the North-Riding Militia, who were aſſembled at 
York, and unluekily, I' may almoſt ſay; in the 


theatre, for they obeyed the lady's commands i ins ; 


a body, and came to my fe, which adjoins the: 


theatre, and with one voice commanded Mr. i 


Kemble into their preſence.—I faid it was an un- 


| fortunate accident to the audience and the per- 


formers T had not any doubt but Mr. Kemble 


would immediately appear before them, but at 
the ſame time begged leave to Hint, that Mr. Kem 


ble Had the education and the principles of 4 


leman implanted on his mind, and therefore ; 


| 4 if they looked on Mr. Kemble as a good 


actor and an acqui ition to the. public, and me 


a the manager, to confer that if N offered | 


Los. + 1 7 
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8 lordly language or authority to him, be would 
not ſubmit to any ungentlemanlike degrada- 


entered my dining room, e- 
remptory and warm; Mr. Kemble was cool, de- 


threats or numbers ; after much altercation, it wa 


called on Mr. Kemble. The audience in 
interim had laid- their nabi together, ; and con- 


— 


tion, and we ſhould only. ſuffer a En Is: _- 


They urged an affront to a lady from a p 
fo inſultingly given, demanded reparation... I 
waited on my friend, Mr. Kemble, . 
for the purpoſe, and left him to be directed by a 


judgment much ſuperior to my ow]n. When 
the officers. ſęemed 


iberate, determined, and not- to be alarmed by 


oncluded, that inſtantly an explanation ſhould he: ; 
given 35 to reconcile the matter to them as the de — : 
| fenders. of the lady and the audience. The. 


* 


-officers returned to their ifo ormer ſtations, in the b 


theatre, and at the end of the overture they: 


cluded, on mature deliberation, that matters were | 


carrying, that greatly intruded on their rights, 
that Miſs S.* *.*.* e was eee 


and the officers. wanted, to degrade;] 

for only having acbed with the e 6 or a mans, 
and they did: for. once allow that an actor might 
e when-inſulted: on. the GR at leaſt e to. | 
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. rück Wei ideas forcibly : Therefore, when Mr. 5 
3 WH Kemble appeared, the pit and galleries cried out, 1 | 


— 


1 No apology! no apology ! Fe - The boxes in- | 

ſiſted 6h Mr. Kemble's being heard, which at 

laſt was. unanimouſly agreed to; and he ſtated 

with great calmneſs and preciſion the ſtate of 

an actor ſo diſagreeably circumſtanced, and was | 
proceeding | with great juſtneſs, propriety, and „ 
elegance, in an extempore and honourable ä 

ſence of the ſtage, which making againſt the . 1 
opinion of the boxes, they eried out, We want WW 
© none of your converſation or jabbering here i 
« it is very impudent and impertinent; talk ng 
4 more Sir, but inſtantly aſk pardon.” Mr. Kem 
ble, with face erect, voice diſtinct, pride manifeſtly | 
hurt, and with expreſſion equal to his beſt line 
in Coriolanus, full of diſdain, firmly ſaid > 
« PARDON No, Sirs Never and left the 


HF. 


» 
r r 
5 wr 2 — 


ſtage with burſts of approbation from the . 
ence: The heroes were left planet-ſtruck, but - 
no. one more or half ſo much diſappointed as i 


the queen of the quarrel; for Miſs San 
expecting with great exultation, pardon from the 
inſolent actor, turned pale and fick—and enraged 2 
left the theatre: The boxes found it a vain ſtrug⸗ 6 = 


ile to call for Mr. Kemble again that night to 
N make reparation; and they left the field of bat-=. ; 18 
4 tle, not as conquerors, but as the vanquiſhed 18 
5 party; — i For we ſeldom, hen 1% 
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1 . THE WANDERING PATENTEE.. 


prevented in our views, er of ambition, plea- 
ſure, juſtice, or injuſtice, take the even ſcale to 
weigh any matter that may probably make againſt. 
our own ſelf-love and pride of ſuperiority, your 
reigning over inferiors. 

Perhaps the reader will conjeckure, that i a 
 refleQtion, and not any play from Thurſday the 

13th till the Saturday following, would have pro- 
- duced ſalutary effects. But as the N * 
| obſerves— A 


62: ee we often 895 e ſome beats; 5 
« «A filence i in the heav'ns, tho rack ſtand fil. „ 


S0 nh all ſeemed” calm i in the interim, 8 30 


violent ſtorm aroſe on the Saturday. The audi» 
ence in general, and Kemble's friends judged, 
that thoſe who. are deemed the quality were too 
overbearing, | and, per contra, . the- other party.- 
could not fuffer the idea of an actor not being 
fubſervient in every reſpect: An opinion in ge- 
neral predominant. out of London, unleſs with 


thoſe who take the trouble to really think and 


* 


judge of men, and weigh circumſtances with an. 


impartial hand. The play was Percy; '—Kem- 
| ble acted Douglas: A party in the boxes, not 
Expecting oppoſition, and aſſured and determined 
to carry the point and chaſtile the inſolent actor, 
on his appearance cried out,“ Pardon, pardon . 


But 1 Bull had made good. ſeveral determined 


. . : CE 
= —— — A — — r FAIL AI 22 4s 3c. v8 f 
x 5 « F : 


05 


* kriends of the als: 4d al Kemble” $-2equaint- | 
o ances were ſcattered in every part of the theatre 

"1 -the boxes not by any means without his parti- 
en zans; the reſult was, that the attack of pardon _ 
* and humiliation that was inſtantly expected from 
ol. Kemble, was entirely drowned by a vociferation 
he of voices not to. be averpowered, by ſuch. a ſalute 


o- of applauſe to Mr. Kemble, as would have 

ng. ſounded well in a London Theatre. Then 

FX again —again and ſo called for with increaſing 0 
plaudits for ſix repeated thunderers, as quite _—_— 
aſtoniſhed: his-oppoſers; and. reiterated applauſes 3k 

38 accompanied his performance to the finiſh of the 

ta play. I believe his antagoniſts, who were actuated 

di» from pride, not reaſon, were heartily glad when 

ed, Earl Douglas died; and 1 dare aver, Mr. 

too | Kemble found it a very pleaſant death. But 

tx | 'forry, am I to relate, that all did not end here, 

ing more gentlemen were ſummoned, on Thurſday, 

ge- April zacth, which immediately followed: Theplay 

7th. Was 6. Macbeth, in which character ier -— 

1 away, but was called on by ſeveral officers. and | 

gentlemen betwixt the acts, relative to Mr. Kemble. 

The Toy Shop” was to be ated after the play, 

in which Mr. Kemble perſonated the Maſter of 

the Toy Shop: 1 convinced them that Mr. .Kem- 

ble would not ſuffer degradation on his part, his : 

ſituation \ in the York Theatre was not ſuch as. to 

make 1 ſacrifice worth attention; he would 1 
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ther loſe profit than reputation; he had no pro- 
perty at ſtake that the hand of Power might 
either revenge by neglect, riot, or diſturbance; 
and hoped thoſe conſiderations would weigh with 
their reflections and determinations. Dr. Burgh, 
a gentleman of highly poliſhed abilities, guided 
by ſtrong judgment and diſcernment, and full of 
regard to Kemble, came round I remember on 
his part to ſoften and relax if poſſible the de- 
termined mind of Kemble ; ; ſo by this means, 
and General St. Leger aſſiſting me as mediator, 
{who was luckily then in York). but of courſe 
on the gentlemens fide. (For that is often the caſe 
in regard to the poor player, conſequently he 
cannot boaſt always of a free and unbiafſed 
jury, and therefore cannot have the ſame /arge 
letters for his liberty as an Engliſhman, though 
| we can puff them ſometimes in a play-bill. The 
French Convention talk loudly of the liberty 
of the preſs, that is provided the writer ſavors 
of their own exalted notions ; but let him write 
ever ſo well, and only mark error on their pro- 
ceedings, and the honourable guillorine is his lot, 
or a rotten dungeon at beſt the reward for his 
talents, however diſtinguiſhed. ) In conſequence 
of theſe manceuvers, when the Toy Shop began, 
Mr. Kemble of courſe was once more called upon 
before * large party: He claimed a hearing, 
without which he could not ſubmit to be con- 
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Jenin ut ik in tt Feta any gentleman or 
| ſet of gentlemen would aſſert in that character, 


that he had acted unworthily, he would willingly 


and cheerfully make any reparation they ſhould 
judge proper, aſſuring himſelf, whatever they de- h 
fired could not but be honourable and truly con- 
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ſiſtent with juſtice, and ſuch as would become 


him to give, and them to accept. This hint of 
Mr. Kemble's was agreed nem. con. On which 
permiſſion to proceed from the audience, he ex- 


patiated ſo properly, and with diffidence on every 


point, that his judges were captivated—reaſon 
took place he was acquitted with three cheers, 


% Not. Gt U '—andT believe had not one cone 6 


ing voice in the Theatre. 


Miss 8% * e, I muſt We TOO was not 


there; ſhe was certainly the aggreſſor, injured 


intentionally, and therefore of ' courſe the reader 
may be aſſured, that ſhe never forgave; that is a 
rule too true, and I believe has been and will be 
from the beginning to the end of the world. 

This bruſh over, Mr. Kemble increaſed in 
fame and popularity; for honeſt minds overheated 
at the time, and ſuch as are true Britons are 


never more happy when convinced they have run 


into any exceſs of either error or cruelty, but 
if really gentlemen, on conſideration, are happy 
when they can make more than ample amends 
from the e of 2 Fn * had 


— 


9 2. £ 
- how + - 


e OO e IOow_ oo 


on dag Eg as 1 
. 


o 5 C * 4 — 
X 2 ng OY ABT Rog 


%%. I y 
i — > we * 
— — xray 


— 
: 
VT. ED 


* 133 * — WT 
* r EG eve epi cranth . 


Tf Ade — 


EY 


. 
— ST. 3 n 
52:4 4 lege bo 3 2 . 


P 
N : 
1 
N 
. 
7 

£1 

N 
185 
125 
7 
is 
Xs 
Is, 

LEW: 

* io 

7 EY 
77 
' #- 
1 
1 
1 
I 
"8: 
5 M87 
3 
7 
* 
. 
- 4 
8] 
15 
N 
4 
's 
4 

3 adv 
+ £ 
18 

IK 
45 

11 | 

9 y 

i 
SF: 
207 þ 
z 

' 

: 

435 + 

1 

« I'- 

, P 

1 
* 

4 

- 
„ 
5 

. 

3% 

/* BD: 
1 
4 
* 

i 

7 

by 
85 5 
+ 4 

* 

»< BY 
W 

$5 

4 , 

+} 

3 
mY 

X wi 
S's 
1 
. 

8 
4 
\ ++ 
: „ 
1 
1 
1 
1 
* 1 
=> 
WF 
i $ 
+a 5 
4 
©} 
. 
3 
N ao 
4 
” 
+» 4 
* *. 
8 
N 
91 
e 
"way 
a” 74 
4 at 
1 
My 
\ 
+ -Þ 
4 K.. 
. 
1 
1 
e 
1 
. 
545 

x * 1 

141 

9 

3 4 

3 
% 

4 

. 4 

7h 

ID - 

1» 

- 6. x 

« {7 7 

= 7 * 
5 8 

* $ 
S 5 
4 

5 1 
2 7 
1 
7 
13 
8 

. 

A 
N 
2 
* 
39 
2 
4 
3; 
1 
* 
25 
on v 
EF. 
2 
1 
IV] 


ew br, "ws 
— OT. 


En "38; 


— 
- —_ 
— Nr TY Ever SR nee * "EN ore 
. 116 apt rows 
* x P 3 r 
ce l * — 


. ³· NE LO CITES . 
9 . * 
5 * * a Y * 7 
n . 8 — p p 5 n 0 ory YT : * : >» . N * 
2 4 * yy 4 9 m * * * * 1 — * 7 r S K - c _— N - $ * £ 8 
tn 0 ook - - 4 * N * tas ) . . G 2 2 — 
a 2 : F 5 q g - _— * * * P * bn 1 5 P Sy K wy WOW MC." ea th ” eta * 
- x p * — — N 1 4 Py "= 3 F Tr N n 75 n * ee * 12 „ * N 5 a] ny" N 5 * » 
x venue ĩ Ir ar 5s eur. - 4 ac 8 ” - ont 5 * SHY F a * * N * 9 p 8 e LE Cn 2 : : N 7 ” 
NT — — " « 2 8 9 } 1 „ FWW R - 2 * & % . N + v 1 « 7 2 
* N FRY \ . 2 0 £ r 2. Fi . . 5 * F 3 5 N 7 * ; N o * * 7 ” C * 5 Z 
y 8 { v ec rr 2 ron” 3 17 R j n LT Te, ERNST 4 N R 2 le N N 2 ETD x 7 I b book ws ES —— 5 * x 
5 * 2 : WR . - EIN” — by We. . 9 y TOLL ee ? = . - COS OT 0 SVN fog . 2 N 7 
E — 9 ARA : 4 * * i ** R IP A SLES ES nt BY thaw! 7 1 : 8 . OG : ” : » 
— " * WWW 44 TIP IE N r 9 N * J r 9 « e 7 7 N =; N . 1 
p l . Fa n : 9 8 Ty * jk . 5 - 9 5 2 J 2 x = x . , « P l : [+ 
. : 2 ! n > 2 ' \ 4 : 1 4 Wo b- ü . 8 A 
: a. 2 4 J : 5 % ho : * 
4 - . * 1 5 * of X 
* F 
: « 


* 


8 THE WANDERING PATENTEE.— 
1 been a little tinged and ſullied with e but rc re- 


turns once more to ite 0 er {pring of 
hure, and ſteadineſs. 0 


Early in May, 1779s. „Dr, 3 40 M 


: bibs indefatigable in plans for the public. good at 
5 York, and to whom. the kingdom-at large is in- 
debted for that excellent inſtitution, the York 


Lunatic 7 eas 2 8 925 hes: laud- 


"To encourage the 1 W at = Teste 


on that oceaſion, Mr. Kemble, at the deſire of 
Dr. Hunter, wrote the Prologue: ene ſame 


month Mr. Kemble wrote another Prologue for 
1 benefit of the Leeds W 35 bark: have 


great merit and elegance, and may be found in 


Mr. Kemble's ＋ 1 N e at York 


in 1780. N 
Mr. John Kemble's Sreagth if Fa nat 


, oa faculties, makes me compare Bis agate 


with that of oth 19's femiler to the difference of 
a large elegant houſe and a ſnug little one: in 
the latter you have conveniences it is granted, but 


it requires neat management from want of exten- 
tion to properly arange the intermixed materials: 
Now the firſt mentioned habitation is ſo various 


and capacious, that, when properly attended to, 


there is a cabinet or cell, without the leaſt trouble, 


to aſſort every little matter as well as great, all 


which may at eaſe be collected and. called forth 


hs 


watory 
in 
d, but 
exten- 
erials: 
Arious 
led to, 
ouble, 
all 


forth 
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at wow wii and pleaſure. af; the, lawful maſter; — 
and even ſo are Mr. Kemble” s cloiſters and cham- 


bers of his brain. 5 
© have noticed that errors in gn 9 


a from two" cauſes, too much 'encourage- 
ment, and too little; but more frequently from 


the latter, as the want of warmth and culture, 


nips the bud and chills the root; but the one 


ſometimes is almoſt as dangerous as the other. 


Few actors of great promiſe improve whilſt in 
the country, after they are once in their opinion 


firmly fixed as to their own ideal fame: For the 
applauſe in a theatre is frequently miſtaken as 


the ſentiments of the whole circle ; and, on the 


other hand, two or three diſſentients are taken 


(by the alarmed ſtruck actor) as a token of gene- | 


ral diſgrace. . To ſay a favourite performer in 
London would act ſo, would: be allowing too much; 
but he muſt there be more cautious: for if poſ- 


ſeſſed of underſtanding, when in that metropolis, 
the actor well knows gain as well as-ſterling 


fame are both depending. In the country the 
audience look very coolly on the players i in a com- 
parative degree, and treat them, in opinion, not 
as ſtage artiſts, but dependent ſtage bunglers; 


and each country town looks upon their own 


equality with that of any other, without once 
conſidering ſize, ſituation „or trade; on the con- 


trary, each expecting wc like children 5 
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| When they quarrel, the one ſays, I am as good. 
anyone” Welk” ſays the other, © and I am as 


good as you.” I remember . Mr. Garrick in a 


great pet, one evening when he acted a princi- 
pal character: The theatre was very thin till near 
"fix, when they came in crowds from the overflow 
at Covent- Garden, occaſioned by the perform- 
ance of one of Rich's: pantomimes, when Garrick 
repeatedly muttered with great diſcompoſure 
(and with truth) that © the grown children were 

_ diſappointed of their puppet-ſhow, and would not 
be in good humour all night; which was à fact, 
for I well remember they did not apptaud. Gar- 
"rick was as much mortified behind the curtain, 
as the greateſt child could be before it: Which 


proves a London audience and a London actor 


"are not always diveſted of childiſhneſs, oy more 


than we on our rural excurſions. 
Certainly much has been- (and may be) Lig 


5 againſt prepoſſeſſions and yout! hful impreſſions, 
and ſuch obſervations are attended with great 
truth in many caſes, but 1 think I never was or 
am blind and obſtinate in allowing the merits of 
our preſent ſuperior performers : and though ZI 
recollect exquiſite acting from Mrs. PRTTCHARD 


and many others! in the firſt comet 
racters, yet. I cannot recal to my mind's eye, 
fuch faſhion, 'caſe; pleaſantry, and elegance, * 
the e e ad the ly W n 


dy line of cha- 


| 


— — — — Fr s - . ET 4 22 8 
F — — ——U— —— — — ” —— — — 888 ee rr ee 2 1 Y 1 E 
—— = os — — —— OS RET — — 


* 


al 0 id, as. when I view the alluring, the | 
entertaining, the all-accompliſhed _ Miſs Far- 


REN; and I cannot ſurmiſe that the ſeyereſt old 


© © 


critic, or the ſlyeſt young one, can truly confute | 


this, or inſtance ſuch another Lady Paragon, Mil- 


lamant, Emmeline, &c.— Good actreſſes may put 


in their claim, but chat face, with the domains 


that: there adjacent lie —in ſhort, the tout enſemble 
is not to be equalled: if I am wrong I am ſorry 


for it: but to reſign WF Pinien of the Harpen, 


pardonnez moi. 
Now Mrs. Clive 8 ns 4 that repu- 


tation which ſhe held without a rival for fifty 
years, no doubt to her right of claim to prove it; 
as ſhe neither poſſeſſed youth, beauty, good per- 
ſon, good humour, education, or ſtrong un- 
derſtanding: But nature was ſo laviſh in natural 
genius, as to render thoſe valuable materials never 
thought of; and ſhe made Flora in The Wonder, 


equal in the eſtimation of the audience, to the 


ſuperior characters of Felix or Violante. 


Woodward had altogether the moſt elegant , 
proportioned. figure; and when diſplayed and 
ſaying, (as Capt. Flaſh) * Look at me now, Miſs! 
* What do you think of me now? dammee!” I do 
not- know an inſtance of the ſort nearly equalled. 


But after all this prittle prattle let me cloſe the 


ſeaſon at York on Saturday 05 iy 1719, 2 0 


the Fair Penite a $28 l 
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Horatio, Mr. Sun ;—Sciolto, Mr. Wilkins 
| ſon; ; —Lavinia, Mrs. Hitchcock Caliſta, Mrs. 


King; which was judged, taken for all in all, to 


= be above N ow” a I 9 out 8 Lon- 
e | 


* 


As tat conctutid the ſeaſon, L BP now treat 


; myſelf with an interlude out of time and place, 
leſt I ſhould forget the diſh of oddity, if deferred; 


and though the following letters were wrote to 
me in the autumn, 1792, yet they will be as enter- 


| | taining in the hiſtory of 1579.—It will to ſome 


readers, perhaps, be whimſical to read two or 


three epiſtles from ladies and gentlemen, who 


recommended themſelves for the ſtage without 
any one - requiſite or idea, excepting impudence 
in the extreme. The firſt was from -two ladies 


| (I ſhould ſuppoſe of the waſhing-rub). demanding 


an engagement for © Two Gertele Laddys of 


| Famaly born and bred at Newcaſtele upon Thyne; 
they did not chouſe to hackt at that Pleſe caus 


of diſgreecing there Rich Relitions They intends 


to Plae Lady Tonoly Lady Teſle Monimiar Ca- 
liſtar and all the! den Characktars, “ &. 


*P& this application . refufal followed of courſe. 


Here follows an exact anſwer from the enraged 


ladies, with no leſs than fix wafers to ſecure it 
from the unhallowed Nu gg ge of the e 


$i: OW 100 2 g — a" E 1 BE * 28 * 7 8 
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anſwer. you made ous | 
know that we whould not wrought to you If 
we had not Beene Capeble of under takeing that 
Line of Life I thought proper to Wright By re- 
turn of poſt to let you know that If we had camd 
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er Mr WII kINso | „ . 


4 Sir wee reſeived yours had am ſupriſed of 4 
_ I whould have you to 


to your company that we whould have Been a 
Cridet to your OOF By our- abbilitys 
So no more from yours 

2 5 Wann and Boxer.” 


i "New Caſtle - 
9 8880 BE 


* 


« few Free 8 1 received this from a ſtage 


Rank here, who profeſſes himſelf a proficient. 8 


{ 


5 « Six 
ON With oute jr" Os to e 1 3 with to 1 Fow 
as follows having had the pleſure of preforming 
Piffring Carracters in ireland takes the Libertey 
to adreſs My Self to yow if yow Can Comply 


with My Requeſt is thatt i would wiſh'to Engage 
with yow for the inſuing Seſon } in hull if yow Can- 
Exept of Me yow May have a triel Gratis for 


what tiem yow think proper as i never had anney 
Engagement with anney Mannegr But Gave My 
time Gratis if yow will Exept Me on theas terems 


ill wait yowr arivel in twom or ill Engage for one 
| You or two for What ſallery will be moſt a Wen 
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abel yowr Self as My inclynation Leads Me hate 
way iam a Native of Dublin and yow Tow Have 
an undeniebel Carracter of Me &c & 

cc tis Requſit for Me to imform yow hat parts | 
i have preformd is Shylock Sr petter & & 
Lingo Derby Gregory and jobſon and many 
others Perticler triſn and Baldy i in the Gentel 
Shepard _ 

„Write When Cantor aud yow will Much ; 
obligh yowr humbl Sert W. Gray Drictt me 
W. Gray att Mr. Bottemly Scale Lane 

N. B. tis not all to Geather for what Emoli- 

ments arives But the Grate Deſire and athath- 
emt theatt i have for the ſtage and Never had. 
the oppertunety till Now to Make an adreſs” ' 
Nov if this has made my reader laugh, it may 
have ſerved by way of a Sandwich in the road 
from York to Leeds; where we arrived, but not 
completely, for I had ſome deſertions: The prin- 
cipal was Mrs. King, who finding Mrs. Inchbald 
(the beautiful) gained intereſt in the hearts of the 
public and the feelings of the manager; and 
that ſhe had loſt that ground and fame the had 
once ſuſtained with ſo high a head, — taking Mr. 
King by the hand, ſhe determined on a more pri- 
vate ſtation, as the poſt of honour. He and Mrs. 
King therefore left all royal roofs, but gave me 
notiee not to quit their poſts of duty till the end 
0 8 e in October 1770 when OY 5 
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would try a ſafer ſhore: At the expiration of the 
appointed time they enliſted in the Lincoln com- 
pany, where for a ſhort ſpace ſhe flouriſhed; but, 5 


on repetition, the benefits began to fail; the 
company was neither good, faſhionable, nor well | 


attended. By playing at Lynn; ſeveral inhabi- 
tants noticed and admired their private worth, 


punctuality, and integrity z and the principal fa- 


milies there propoſed to Mr. and Mrs. King, (what 
was much wanted there) an eſtabliſhed boarding- TY 
ſchool for young ladies they both poſſeſſed good 

education; Mrs. King wrote an excellent hand, 
and in point of behaviour, with the advantage of a 
commanding perſon, good underſtanding, experi- 
ence, obſervation, punctuality, and the whole at- 
tended with neatneſs and regularity, gained 

ground on all thoſe minds to whom ſhe was in- 
troduced and converſed; and having experienced 


the fickle turns of life in and out of a theatre, 


the loſt no time by heſitation in adopting and 5 
accepting, with thanks, ſo generous and eligible | 
a ſituation. I believe this might happen about 
the year 1781. The new ſcheme ſucceeded be- 
yond expeQation, and ſo much to their credit 


and comfort that ſome years after, I ſhall meet 


and introduce them to the reader in a flouriſhing 
ſtate, as the conductors of the minds of youth. 


No taſk can be more difficult, honourable, or 
ſatisfactory: It is a me every. parent beſtawa, 
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with energy and gratitude, and the inſtructor 

has a right to indulge a little vanity, where the 
Praiſe is the reſult of obſervation and the deſerved 

tribute to the painful taſk of tutor over the male - 
and ge mind — 5 | 


9757 rer 7 — 
A * 0 


9382 To rear the e . 5 
« To teach the young idea how to ſhoot, | 
To pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, 
« To breathe th enliv'ning ſpirit, and to fix 
. The gen rous pur pole] in the rn breaſt,” 


"If I Lk bern bali and too frequently alluded 
to Mrs. King, I beg the reader to conſider the 
great footing ſhe was once held in as an actreſs 
in Yorkſhire. N | N 
My memory hints, that! abut this time, or 
moſt probably ſome four or five years earlier, 
the interim between York ſummer aſſizes and 
the races 1774, the company tried the ſucceſs of 
a trip to Harrogate under their own government. 
Mr. Moody was engaged, after his playing at 
| York, on a viſit to Sir Rowland Winne, at Noſtel, 
' who at that time profeſſed the greateſt friendſhip 
and eſteem for Mr. Moody; the latter wanted to 
| ſatisfy his curioſity by ſeeing Harrogate, and na- 
turally at night attended the theatre on the open- 
ing. Not any regular company of players had 
then ever acted at Harrogate, and the beginning 
at any ſtated hour was ſo little thought of, that the 
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or audience never went till the oluy ought to have 
he been almoſt over: However punctuality was the i 
ed foundation laid by the York company, as the 1 
le only honourable means to enſure and eſtabliſh * |. 
ſucceſs. The performers were all prepared at half 1 
paſt ſix, the fiddlers played © Britons, ſtrike 5 
home,” the bell was rung, the curtain drew up, 1 
and Mr. Powell entered as Ranger, actually 1 
frightened on beholding Mr. Moody ſeated in the 3 ö 
pit, as the only auditor in the whole theatre, ei- 1 
4 ther in © box, pit, or gallery, egad. Mr. Moody # 
ed felt awkward, and the whole company went 1 
be: through their ſeveral characters with great pro- 1 
Hs priety, but all more frightened than chagrined ö | | 
7 from the oddity of the ſituation, till relieved by | 
or ſome kind gueſts, who expreſſed their ſurpriſe at ii 
er, half paſt ſeven, at not only finding the play be- j 
nd gun but half over. It proved a lucky circum- ] { 
of | ſtance; for that regularity procured the company 1 
nt. reſpect, attendance, and ſucceſs during their i 
at ſhort ſtay. Mr. Butler, now the manager, per- | 
el, ſeveres in the moſt praiſe-worthy exactneſs that 1 
up any firſt theatre can boaſt, and the conſequence 1 
to 18 ſucceſs and public approbation. 95 IF 
a- This evidently ſhews that certain actors may 1 
Ne ſometimes have the effrontery to ſtand the ſhock. | | 
ad of ſome body and every body; yet here is an 1 
| inſtance of their modeſt diffidence and delicacy 3» J 
- A 
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as they were all panic ſank: and ebene by 


no body. 


Another trifle to offer the 1 19, to — Sr 
N that my intimacy with Mr. Macklin about 
17%, received a little check from his hearing of 
my freedom with his property, by the acting of his 
darling farce called“ Love A-la-Mode ;” and in 
conſequence ſent me the following interdiCtion ; 
which with extracts inſtead of whole letters will 
- give a ſtrong conception of the mode of his mind,. 
and if not intereſting, yet from ſo remarkable a 
genius and venerable underſtandings. . afford 
entertaimment from the NOS | 
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(£xTRACT: ” 


ce PRAR SIR, 


c When propriety concurs "with a nat to 
me, no man I believe has more pleaſure i in aſſent- 
ing to it; none more regret in refuſing when im- 
propriety ſays I ought to diſſent. No lover can 
be more jealous of the favours of nis favourite, 
than I am of the ſtolen pleaſures of my muſe's 
favourite, * Love A-la-Mode.“ You have invited 
me to Vork in the Whitſun-week, I. have told 
you that my forecaſt for next winter has ſo en- 
grofſed my mind and time, that I. could not, 
without a probability of hurting my def ign, de- 
tach either from that purſuit: Yet 1 may, per- 
haps, e take a trip to York. in 
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Whitſun-week, provided it Wen fall in with 
your wiſhes. 1 fay, perhaps, — for even then I 


cannot determine. Should I meet you there it 


would not be prudent that Love A-la-Mode 
ſnoũld be acted before. But whether I go or not, 


I-will not conſent to have it acted on the occa- 


ſion you mention, or any other, and therefore 1 
am ſure you will not permit it. I am ſenſible 
that ſeveral companies act it; and the reaſon 


Why they have hitherto done it with impunity, | 


was becauſe I was in Ireland : but now I am re- 
turned, and, ſhall ſettle here, depend upon it 1 


ſhall put the law againſt every offender of it, re- 


ſpecting my property, in full force. 

6 will tell you what, in molt likelihood, „ 
induce me to York, your telling me what ſum, 
certain, you would inſure me for ſo many nights: 
| Much or little give me your. thoughts: on it.” 


e DEAN SR, Rs Dosi, May 5 1772. - 
* am obliged to you for your. kind note and 
invitation, and am ſatisfied fully with your inte- 
grity concerning Love a la Mode. Should vou 
have a leiſure hour at anz time and would call, 
I ſhall eſteem it as a favour. I would do myſelf . 
the pleaſure to wait on you, but am confined by 
a particular application to a little piece I am pre- 
: Paring. for the age. ³ nm , 7 os 
| _ * Your humble feryant, 
© CHARLES MackLIx. 
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1 pf 8. Can you dine with me to day 2 you 


can, ſend me word, and come without cere- 
mony z—and. pick up a ſecond, third, or fourth 


perſon, and bring them with you.—But ſend me 


word immediately, the hour four.“ 


n 


In . I 1 Dy Wallis, rako 


was at that time with me in Dublin) and another 


friend to Mr. Macklin, from whom we received 


A hearty welcome, and ſpent a "TY entertaining, 


cheerful, happy day. 
"(#9 EXTRACT. r.) 
— Lads I am told has too much 5 | 


to be Re with the paſſions of a Shylock or 
a Richard, though in imitation only. 8 


« Tf it may be made worthy of your intereſt; &c. 


to ſee me upon your ſtage at the races, I ſhall, 
about that time, be in London, and at leiſure to 


attend you. JF ſay worth your while, —for that 
ought to be your firſt policy in 5 1 
ſuch birds of 1 NE Londoners; are.” | 


T3 . 


«You higgle and higgle too e nt an 
ens with me, and talk of thirds and halves 
of houſes as Jews (Shylocks) do in Change-Alley 


85 (EXTRACT. © 


about fourths, eighths, and ſixteenths. I know | 


* 


nothing of halves or thirds of houſes, nor of 
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2 charges of houſes, nor half charges: You know 
th them all and the receipts, as far as experience ; 
Ce can inform; and you can likewiſe judge how far 
you want my aſſiſtance, and how far my acting 
can aſſiſt and profit you, much better than I can 
ho judge : Therefore you can ſay what your receipts 
er or market, and your intereſt can afford to give \ 
ed me for the ſervice you expect: Let me know 
g= that: J will give you an anſwer and if your ſum 
; (for it muſt be a ſum, and not any thing upon 
chance) be worth my while I will attend you; 
if it on not N oy omg the FIERY eri at 
8 once. | 5 
15 | ce THe- buſineſs I wipes to do with you at 
5 Vork is Macbeth, Richard, Merchant of Venice, 
5 Love A-la-Mode, Miſer, perhaps Othello; -I ſay 
11 perhaps. So that you ſee the whole point reſts 
4 8 now upon your telling me what certainty your 
. intereſt—1 tay your rap ta _ 8 80 la- 
EY bour.” | 5 Te 
ith : 
(axrTRAO T-) 5 8 
2 My play was read twice, but for a private N 
8 reaſon I have ſuſpended it. The Lord Cham- _ (| 
_ berlain has refuſed to licence a comedy of mine, | 
— being ſeaſoned too high reſpecting venality: and 
the other I have withdrawn, or rather e 


ed.—01 I aid ſo before. os, E 
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© (ExTRACT.); 


I am aboke to agree with the proprietors 
of Covent-Garden Theatre; nay, indeed, the great 


outlines of the agreement are ſettled, and both 
parties ſeem very willing to come together; 0 


that the probability, in a high degree is, that the 


matter will be ee ee in a compact.“ 


Gerraaer. ) : ZE 
) LONDON, Now. 1779. 


OO n—F with you 1 in legible characters, 
| and plain, clear, common ſenſe, let me knowhpon . 
what terms I may play with you at Edinburgh. 


I ſhall have a new farce or two, and a new 


comedy, with the London ſtamp of appro- or 
diſappro-bation upon them, to offer to the Edin- - 
burgh audience; before whieh I 'haye, ſincerely, | 
the warmeſt inclination to appear: For, ſans com- 
pliment, I think that the pureſt, that is, the cor- 
recteſt audience now of the empire. Dublin. 
perhaps from national partiality, or fair candour, 
may be on a par with them, for the body of 
the law there, as at Edinburgh, are the bulk of 
the audience; and ſure that is the moſt ſenfible 


part of an audience, if not of the nation. 


c Bad houſes at both Theatres.Henderſon 
has not had half a houſe yet all the 8 | 


war. —Did I not ſay ſoit would be me: 


.. TT.. % ↄ — y ⁵˙˙N PRO We m .. ͤũ Og Eye . ˙·˙·˙¹1 8 


FFV 


4 + 
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„ Ws ay 2 oy 


un enen e 


* 4 


(EXTRACT): + | 
| — am 8 to ſettle, in my annual vacation 3” 
from, bulineſs, in ſome. remote town or village 
for life. The qualities I look for are plenty of 
| ſea-fiſhy coal, and cheap, —a converſable few. 
neighbours, —a good houſe, at as ſmall a rent as 
can be had, — nothing mean. but all 5 oa 
pared to London: And as air is a diſh that Nature, 
and her favourite, Health, delight! in, that is a 
favourite object: Weſt Cheſter, and Beverley, 
. in Yorkſhire, are in my contemplation: You . 
5 know the materials I ſeek thoroughly think and 
adviſe me. Three months in London will do my 
: buſineſs, nine in the country. I have (to oblige. 
V the manager entirely) brought out my piece that 
Was the True-born Seotchman in Ireland, when 
acted there; here it is the Man of the World : 
The low and. vulgar Scotch, the low and envious 
critics, the methodiſts, and ſome ignorants, at- 
tacked the firſt night, but it made its way to the 
end, which was crowned with applauſe; an- 
nounced, with all its ſins upon its head, without 
a difſenting mark that I heard. The ſecond. 
5 night, about fix vulgar Scots in the gallery attacked. : 
ti, a battle enſued, the Engliſh, Iriſh, and Welch, 
2 were full ready for ſuch things you may INES - 
5 they were beat, turned out za Scotchman, who 
gave the firſt blow, was, toe. the. aſſault, ſent to 
| the.xound houſes—bailed. next. mominc before a. 
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| juſtice—begged for mercy—the dene grant⸗ 


ed His prayer, —but on condition that he aſked 
pardon in the Morning Herald twice, which he 


did as an example to ſuch low Scotchmen; 3 his 


name James Steward; a royal name, renowned 


for attempting to deſtroy the liherties of this 
land. Ever ſince, it has gone off as the author 
would wiſh : next Monday the laſt day—Boxes 


all taken,—yet I will: not play it another bre | 


upon ang a account.“ 


—_— N 


e . 


— ee caution, your reaſoning, W your 
e e atken upon the conſequence of actors to 
themſelves, and on the precariouſneſs of a public 
reſpecting their going to ſee them in your part 
of the world, is very juſt on your ſide, and is a 
good hint to an actor not te over-rate himſelf 


when he means to viſit your region, nor to ven- 
ture his fame or his labour, where there isa doubt 


: e he thall be e of or OOO 


Before 1 Genen trait dls Mr. | Macklin, 4 will 


mention my dining with him a few years ſince 
at Mr. Moody's; the converſation turned on imi- 
tation, when my good old acquaintance, Mr. 
Macklin gave his opinion ſtrongly againſt it, at 
the ſame time mixed his ſeverity with compli 
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met W often the a; but ee ever honoured: 5 

me with his partiality and every act of kindneſs. 

I made no reſiſtance by way of argument, for 
that would have made it the morrow following, 
as Mr. Macklin never is averſe to contradiction, 
argument, and a fair hearing. In an hour after” 
the converſation on mimicry had ſubſided, I 
was talking of the lucky chances which fre- 

_ quently occurred on the ſtage from being unex- 
pectedly happy in a particular character.. 
Macklin. © You are right, Wilkinſon : : I recol- 

& le&t an inſtance of my own good luck from 


( ſuch a fortunate circumſtance. I do not think 
| J ever pleaſed the audience or myſelf more to 
Y « our mutual ſatisfactions, than when I firſt. 


c acted at Drury-Lane Theatre, the character of 

| < Juſtice Shallow, in the Second Part of Henry. 

= KL the Fourth. Sir, I was maſterly, and 3 - 

: « my reputation from that night's performance.” 

t W. ilkinſon. „Well, Mr. Macklin, and can you 
inform me whether it was the effect of chance, 
&« or- ſtudy and deſign, that oceaſioned ſuch 

N « diſtinguiſhed approbation ?” _ 

l Macklin (pauſing. ) Chance! wala or . . 

e « fign !—Ha! attention, Sir, and I will tell. I had 

þ collected my materials all from Colley Cibber, 

„Sir, that great actor of Nature, and that OR | 

* ache, Sir, was his maſterpiece.” „„ N 


3 N . 


. n n. „Why not an hour FOES Mr. 


4 Macklin, you were ſevere on the talent of imi- 


tation, and now you g that was one off _ 
F beſt acted characters. 5 , Os 
Mactlin. © Sir, you are ſatirical l How i is an 
s artiſt, however able, to attain. the height of 

© reputation, as the firſt painter, Sir, but by 
« ſtudy, ſtrict attention, obſervation, and appli- 
& cation in viewing the firſt maſters? Without 


_* thele. models he never can; without ſuch aſſiſt- 
& ance ever, (with reaſon) expect to arrive at per- 
on feQion, . TOR Wai ien war ſink into medio- : 


C6 City : 9 
Now as in er years 10 Was a abb 6 


deſeribed by Mr. Boſwell, in his Life of Dr. 
Johnfon, which ſhall here follow, and is worth 
inſerting, as we find it a ftrong proof that the 
wiſeſt men have at different times different opini- 
ons on the ſame ſubject, and are now and then. 


apt to waver in their deciſions; like weaker heads. 


TO Boſwell. Foote, Dies. has Aa 37 8 deal of bu 


. mur? „„ mn 


725 Johnſon. Yes, Si p OE; 5 
% Boſavell. He has a  Gngulr talent of er- 
a *hibiting character. 


: 1 
| way, 1 will not take up any time with a diſſerta- : 


tion how far that ſort of genius, as to mimicry, 
may be defended or decried. It is whimſically | 


ec 
ce 


by 
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e %hnſon, Sir, it is not a talent, it is a vice; 


« jt is what others abſtain from. It is not comedy 


« which exhibits the character of a ſpecies, as 
ce that of a miſer gathered from many n., 5 


&« it is farce, which exhibits individuals. T“ 


6 Boſwell.' I gave him an account of the excel- 
« lent mimicry of a friend of mine in Scotland z 
e obſerving, at the ſame een ſome e 
thought it a very mean thing. 5 
Jobnſon. Why, Sir, it is making a very mean 


i uſe” of a man's powers. But to be a good 
© mimic, requires great powers, great acuteneſs 
&© of obſervation; great retention of what is ob- 


« ſerved; and great pliancy of organs, to repre- 


6 ſent what is obſerved.. I remember a lady of 
«© quality in this town, Lady 
© a wonderful mimic, and uſed: to make me 


of laugh ee | ot n oy ſhe is now E 


© gone mad.” 


cn Befwell. It is amazing: wh a mimic can not , 
« only give you the geſtures and voice of a per- 
* fort whom he repreſents, but even what a per- 


« ſon would ſay on any particular bend 
0 Johnſon. Why, Sir, you are to conſider that 


hy the manner and ſome particular phraſes of a. 
« perſon: do much to unpreſs you with an idea of. + 
him, and you are not {ure that he would me 


“hat the mimic ſays in his character.“ 


cc Sir.“ 22; 


Who was. 


& Boſwell. I 00 not TO tans a good m mimic, 
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1 Fabnſon No, Sir: His i imitations are not ebe. 


. He gives you ſomething different from himſelf, 
c but not the character he means to aſſume. He 


« goes out of himſelf, without going into other 


«© people. .. He cannot take off any perſon, unleſs" 
© he is very ſtrongly marked; ſuch. as George 
„ Faulkner.- He 18 like a painter, who.can draw 


c the portrait of a man who has a wen upon his 
ce face, and who, therefore, is eaſily known. If 


c man hops upon one leg, Foote can hop upon 
“ one leg. But he has not that nice diſcrimina- 


tion which your friend ſeems to poſſeſs. Foote 


c js, however, very entertaining, with a kind of 
c converſation between wit and buffoonery.” 


1. could here have inſerted, with truth malkpv- 
table; various inſtances of Mr. Macklin's rigour, 


tempered with juſtice and clemency, and more 


particularly his. ſteadineſs of regard and friend- 
ſhip, intermixed with great hoſpitality and gene- 


roſity; but by ſaying. more I.fear my prattle 
would be tedious, weariſome, and heavy. En 


Speaking of one remarkable character natu- 
ally leads to the thinking. and ſpeaking of ano- 


ther; much about the time I have been here 
. ag to entertain my companion with 


a. ſketch of Mr. Macklin's letters and extracts, 


N Fo J received the following laconic. rp « "20 
- Mr.. GE | 1 | 


% 


— 
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c DERR WIL EINS ON, e 
ce <] have a project on foot, in en you can * 
of infinite uſe to me and yourſelf; you know 


me well enough, to be convinced that you will 
have nothing to fear in point of advantage; the 


character for you is wrote, and the time wont 


admit of delay; ſet off for London directly, but 
come to my houſe, we can provide for you; 1 


ee . your 3 in town. a "ſector: at GARE: 


"I 1 1 „ sau. FOOTE.” 


; 


"Tanks fach > fan e iy may 5 


conceive the difference of manners and whim 
between a Mr. Macklin and a Mr. Foote. For a 
ſtrong reſemblance of Mr. Foote and Mr. Garrick, 
as to manners, peculiarities, & c. I think I may 


affirm a good drawing will be allowed in my 


Memoirs by thoſe who remember thoſe gentlemen 
in the habits of intimacy: No perſon a better or 


more acute judge than Mr. Murphy. 
The reader will recollect for me, as 4 have 
ſtrayed out of my ir- regular path, tl 


Wood has oftener left his Lorkſhire qua 
me and returned, than any performer, 1 1 ever re- 
collect) Mr. Colman of the Haymarket was the 


een and, they ace + . ſummons for the | 


Aa my regiſter 
was at Leeds in May 1779,” where Mr. Wood, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hitchcock again left me—(Mr. 
rters and 
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ſeaſon, and eius in September, on che 1 1 
5 ob Mr. Colman's theatre. 19 
Mir. Kemble perſiſted on e e "oi firſt a * 

pearance at the Leeds theatre, in Hamlet; a point 
; generally. allowed, where the performer makes 
2 particular ſtreſs on the cuſtom; and Hamlet, 
1 believe, is oftener ſeized on, without the leaſt 
mercy to blank verſe, than any other character, 
by the flying ſons of the buſkin, and murdered 
with more cruelty: than Madam Lamballe was by 
the French mob. However, Mr. Cummins ha- 
ving played the part of Hamlet ſeveral ſeaſons, 
with great credit, and being an eſtabliſhed! fa- 
vourite of the audience, as a man arid actor, in 
every part of the circuit, : ſuffered himſelf to be 
wery: unealy. I attempted to palliate, and wiſhed 
to perſuade Mr. Kemble to ſome other character, 

Hut dias was preaching to the winds; he perſiſted, 

and of courſe acted the part, andi it is almoſt un- 
naeeeſſary to ſay with approbation. Not that his 

F . 5 7 5 Hamlet was then what it is nom, a8 in n of 

1 the paſſages, particularly in the third act, N 

= | Kemble:i is now equal to any ac 2 , 

= and! in ſelect paſſages ſuperio . 

= Flegance and eaſe —— ws Mir, Gar 

nicks great merit in that character, aſſiſted b 
the fineſt eye ever ſeen on a ſtage; re- ſan 
time I recollect, that Mr. Kemble's eye is mark- 
ing, in Herne: W but for quick e of 
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| fire and variety of conveyance, Garrick was ce·e -- ⁊ 
tainly the only man, whether he had gone to act 1 
| a play at court, either on his aſs or lolling with T8 
a Lord in his chariot, of which dignity Mr. Gar. 
rick was fooliſhly fond, and ſaying—“ Well now, 
„Hay, are you all well: but I can't ſtay now at 
ſt („your rehearſal, for my Le Fe be- pr is ene i „ 
r, („ing in the carriage for me? „ Oo BY 
d Now it came to paſs when Me: Kemble's ach - ay 
y of Hamlet was over, the ferenity of my. % 
a- Mr. Cummins returned; we were all gooc d friends 5 „ 
s, as ever, as it had never been. Theſe little broils 
a- and heart burnings are inſeparable from behind 
in the curtain, as broils (from cauſes as trivial, "will - 
preſent themſelves unexpectedly and -withont | 
cauſe for murmur) ſometimes before it. 1 
Arrangements being tollerably ſettled, we pro- ; _—— 
ceeded on a jog trot, peaceably and unmoleſted, _ 
at Leeds Theatre, where there are not many = 
families who make the theatre more than a place 
of entertainment for their leiſure, and in general 
Fare not ſo neglectful of Tuperior: and ſubſtantial | 
views, as either to careſs and invite theatrical 
gentlemen and ladies into familiar intercourſe; 
nor on the other hand, to interfere with their 
ridiculous diſputes, of conſeguence or of ee 
portance only to the players themſelves. e 
My particular intimates at Leeds, then and 
lnce, were confined to ME ew 3; for a man who 
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lives freely every day, regularly c or 1 | 
with a conſtitution far from ſtrong, and the mul. 


tifarious occurrences ard changes as unexpected 
- as the wind and weather, will not afford a mana. 
ger leiſure to conſtantly dip into the mixed hour 
of converſation at public houſes. Indeed, I have 


been too often blamed at ſome places for not 
being ſociable; but if any thinking mind wil 


reflect and look dack at my being my own MI 
maſter from ſeventeen, habituated from cuſtom ; 
(a ſtrong law) to London, Dublin, and Edinburgh t 
hours, a great deal may be ſaid ws its being al- 1 
moſt impoſſible for me, after a late dinner c 
with wine and well-fed Pn lined, and one f. 
who never exerciſes after that hour till after tea: ) 
I ſay, it may reaſonably be admitted, with that A 
kind of life and cuſtom, it would be impoſſible, ¶ is 
improper, and ruinous, to ruſh into compamſ go 
ho are of a reaſonable kind, meaning to at- m 
tend their families by ten, and be in bed y of 
eleven. For from ſeven till eleven, or half pat an. 
ten, is my conſtant practice of ſtudy ; unleſs ofif ;; a 

| particular engagements, for which I greatly ſuM ane 


fer: For experience tells me, that ſuch inter to! 
Eye mciate exertions are only a ſtupid, dreadful en give 
croachment on health, ſpirits, and every thing in . 


This conduct, by many reſpectable perſons, ; is al 1 
' tributed to haughtineſs, a want of reſpect t play 
others, and the not being ſociable, which in fact I Lee. 
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as feet for no one perſon from the lord to 
the cobbler, but at eleven or twelve at night will 

find me always too ready to aſſociate, and not be 

in a hurry to get into my bed wait night, or out 

of it an next morning, 

t inſtead of egotiſm, let me recolled?: ich 

pleaſure, the few intimates I had at Leeds: 
One was Mr. Thomas Barſtow, a very reſpect- 

able and truly friendly man: He was Town 
Clerk of that wealthy and flouriſhing place, and 
to his memory (for he died in the ſpring of 1792) 
I retain high eſteem and gratitude. He is ſuc- 
ceeded in his honours by the truly agreeable, 
friendly, and worthy Mr. Nicholſon of Leeds. 
My other patron and patroneſs were (and are} 
Alderman Kennion and his Lady. Mr. Kennion 
is a gentleman of moſt friendly intercourſe and | 
good intentions, aided by long experience, judg- 
ment, and ſound underſtanding, and a true lover 
of the drama; which entertainment he ſtrongly 
and vehemently ſupported when ſome years ſince 
it was perſecuted by the narrow, the ſuperſtitious, 
and the ignorant. His knowledge is not confined 
to his profeſſion of the phyſical art, he having 
given the ſtrongeſt proofs i the nieeſt NOR * 
in mechaniſm. e 

Mrs. Kennion was an Ethel 1 may: 60 FR a 
plays; ſhe was ever termed by me; the pillar of 
Leeds Theatre : Her anxiety for my ene was 
I e II. „ ä : | 
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time loſe their ſtreng 
Mrs. Kennion, for ſhe does not contribute all her 
might and all her ſtrength as eee 3 but T 
muſt add, the Theatre wanted more ſupport then, 
being leſs frequented eighteen years ago; and 


neſs on the market-day, and it w 


34 7 ” : Tu WANDERING rarkwrkz. 
great. It is true, che ſtrongeſt pillars wil FED 


th, and it may be ſo with 


Mrs. Kennion may (like poor Tate Wilkinſon) 


not be ſo friſky as eighteen years ago. I muſt 


acknowledge, ſhe was a friend in truth to the 


Pheatre in diſtreſs, which commands my grati- 


tude, and I boaſt of her good, and earneſt wiſhes 
for my welfare ſtill; and there is a ſecret pride in- 
termixed with duty in acknowledging favours. | 
Al went on pleaſantly at Leeds 1/0, until 
Mr r. Oram's benefit, on Monday May 31, when 
unluckily a Mr. PIRLR offered his ſervices to per- 
form the character of Percy in that play, written 
by Miſs More. As his friends were more in the 
nejghbouthood of Leeds than in the town, being 
born, as I underſtood, at Huddersfield or Halifax, 


he requeſted to play on the Tueſday inſtead of 
the uſual night, Wedneſday, as his well-wiſhers 


would be in Leeds on their uſual ode: on ond 

the trouble of attending in that town for the 
play only. The reaſon ſeemed feaſible, and of 
courſe I aſſented: But C Oram, whoſe temper was 
iraſcible, and plumed with the ſucceſs of play- 


ing forty years amongſt a numerous ſet of all- 


| niche topers, eee | 
leaft controul, but gave full way to a brutal 
ſavage temper, which was with great difficulty 
tamed: He judged that Mr. Piele's playing on 
the Tueſday might injure his benefit, without al- 
lowing me the privilege of opening the theatre 
when I pleaſed, which undoubtedly was, and is 
my indiſputable right; and he behaved o 
| infolently, that I was compelled in duty to my- 
85 ſelf to diſcharge him, and make him an example 


in terrorem to others. For a theatre I am certain 
I without ſubordination could never exiſt; equality | 


would render it a ſcene of rebellion and riot: For 
1 as Marr ſaid, (one of the worſt actors that ever 
fi exhibited in theatre or in barn) he could not per- 
C eive any ſuperiority in Mr. Garrick's acting to 
n bis own, except that he was obliged to act en 
he while Garrick ſtrutted in Lothario 55 
Strong application for his re- engagement i — 
lowed, but I was inflexible, and certainly with 
juſt grounds for reſentment; firm in my reſolu- 
tion of Moe, nos and was not to be ſoftened.” In 
Mr, Inchbald I put confidence; in him I found a 
friend, and could there place every dependence: 


accident had ſupplied me with one who poſſeſſed 
ſuch-great ſuperiority as well as verſatality of 

talents, and with the opportunity of ridding my. 
0 of fo troubleſome and fo teilious an e 
D 2 


I felt myſelf truly happy, that propriety and 1 


"#4 


. 


as Oram. But, mark reader; What avails a 


our 1 hopes or fears, for on the facat 
Sunday following, June the 6th, 1779, 1 deſired 


Mrs. Wilkinſon, (on one of the ſineſt days ever 


ſeen, and when every face was dreſſed in ſmiles) 


as ſhe traverſed before dinner, to call and aſk 


Mr. and Mrs. Inchbald to drink tea with us in 


the afternoon. When Mrs. Wilkinſon came 


home, ſhe ſaid ſhe had paid her viſit as J had de- 
ſired, that they were both well and in high ſpirits; 
and that he declared he never was ſo happy in his 


life, and would with great pleaſure obey the 


ſummons. Our dinner was inſtantly Produced, 
the duck not half diſſected, nor the green peas 


begun with, when a ſervant came in breathleſs 
and Pale, wildly exclaiming that Mr. Inch- 


bald was dead! Mrs. Wilkinſon and 1 felt as if 
by enchantment turned to ſtone: As ſoon as a 
little recovered, and by the aid of two or three 


glaſſes of wine, but no food 9285 af; Ea: Was in- 


which OO ag Pa ail was Galt ee Ng al | 
I could gather or ſurmiſe, I believe, is as follows, 
._ and literally true; and I dare pronounce there are 


ſome few would enyy ſuch a death. I have al- 


ready mentioned the day's exceſſive warmth, and 
perhaps lulled by the fall of waters, added tothe 


noon-day's heat, might not only give a hint for 
e but the beautiful Mrs. Ane that wed 


tr; 


Mr. Hint; but at the ſame time you make that 


1 HE WANDERING PA) ENTER. 5 


Pa herſelf, &] ad deſs, not a mortal; 
and appeared ſo n raps as won 
of all beholders' hearts. Ke 
Inchbald was a lover in the: true e ſenſe, of the ; 
word, which does not Abs: lat. a - 
title of: huſband——— e EE i oy 
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« He was gorg d with the 2 morſel of the earth: FO a 
His every ſenſe Was lot i in every joy.“ | 


15 


He might with truth boaſt like Shakeſea's vali- 
ant Moor 
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155 Ter now. to be moſt happy; for I fear my foul”. 
<« Hath her content ſo abſolute—that not another : 
66 art like to this ſucceeds i in unknown fate.” - 
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- feel 2 pluck. at my ſleeve, bs ping, 5 
« Mr. Tate! there are few ſuch huſbands.” True, 
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obſervation, you. will admit there are few Mrs. 
Inchbalds. Look at her now, and if your imagina- 
tion will permit, gueſs what ſhe was then. Then 
Mr. John Kemble bowed at her . and 185 


her ng . 
4 A0 food whole NESS 4 . dete opon chop? 


4 as to her. mental qualities, they eextataly 
have greatly added to every other irreſiſtible at- 
action; and che world in general i 18 well ac- 
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her taſte, Jae and | 


quainted wit 


Mr. Inchbad had eee ns ay 10 is. 


| Wilkinſon , he felt himſelf fo perfectly contented, 
_ that he wiſhed to end his days under his then pre- 
ſent manager; that wiſh he 700 foon obtained. 


Surely this true ſtate of things will lead the 
idle c £ to bangs their a and: agree 


© « Vain rovers now + will evvy what they bate, 
6 And none but fools will mock the married ſtate,” 


And men and all the Heathen deities ſurely 
muſt have et with envy and hap r on 


fuch happineſs— 1 8 8 5 


« He look'd nnd. gaz d, Pay gaz 1d and look, | 
66 Nor e men nor r gods. ein TT 1 8 


„ SE exceſs of joy called . — 5 he 


thought he had the cholic; he faintly anſwered, 


Ves; when the, like Letitia i in the Old Bache- 
lor, adviſed him to © Lie down © And every dra- 
_ matic reader will recollect the ſays,—* Ar. Spin- 


« text! Mr. Spintext ! lie upon your ſtomach; 


© laying on the ſtomach is good for the cholic.” 
Be that as it may, a good or bad recipe, I leave 


_ reader to his or her own conjecture ; how- 


ever the happy pair retired to reſt, where ſhe, a 
ſecond new-born Venus lay—but ſuch a vortex of 


perfect bliſs was too rich a feaſt to be the laſting 
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br Hd cans,” Tc was 3 banquet 19105 the 80 


gods; and on that earthly paradiſe, as on a bed of 
roſes without thorns, the poor or rather the rich, 
the worthy Inchbald, ſuddenly expired !-I ſay 
the rich, for he certainly cannot be 220 who dies 7 
poſlefling all be wiſhes. „ „ 
T have heard of a general anif others: having 4 


death ſomewhat ſimilar, but ſuch ecftatic joy - 


is not the lot of many, and cannot better be de- 


ſeribed than by tlie following lines, from Dry-- 
b den 8 Aureng Zebe. 


* 


« And why this ion the tenden . | | 1 


* Where Nature ſums up all her joys in one; 
Gives all the can, and labouring ſtill to give, 
Makes it ſo great, we can but taſte, and live: 
40 So fills the ideas, that the ſoul ſeems fled, 
«© And thought- itſelf does, for the time, lie dead'; *. 
Fill, like a OE ſerew'd up with eager 1 ; 
«It breaks, and i is too exquiſite to laſt 6 


1 3 for Mrs. Tnchliald would 3 | 
me miſerable to offend or wound her delicacy, 
ſhe herſelf, however, will now and then be whim- 
ficalz but I would not on any account have chat 
charming woman, by me, or any body elſe, 
handled too roughly, or played on too much. Not 
but Mrs. Inchbald the lovely, and I, have had 


our bickerings, but then 1 touched her tendereſt 


point, She judged from my being i in London 
when her new play was acted, that 1 had made A 
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: e of my own from the ſecing i ity and diſhed it 


up for the public. She wrote me word, © /be 
bed ger aan play* to be acted at Vork, inſtead 


1 55 of ſome contemptible jargon under that title : 


Would pay her thanks to any. perſon for porn 
her fawn from a pretended ſhort-hand writer: 

Alſo added, © that I was quite right not to let my 
copy go out of my. fight; I ought to be aſhamed 
of it. She was ſo much ſo, that in about half- 


a-dozen letters to York. ſhe would immediately 


diſown it; and ſo ſhe would, by a public adver- 
| tiſement, whatever I might hereafter  fteal,” — 

But when fully convinced her allegations were 
unjuſt and ill founded, and that neither her piece 


nor her parts were ſullied by my fingers, her 
boſom ceaſed to heave, or her heart, the manſion 


of goodneſs, to beat with alarm, and I received 


a condeſcending letter of forgiveneſs, with an olive 


branch ;—ſaid, © ſhe forgave every thing; that 
all her acquaintance agreed in her opinion, that 


I muſt be a gentleman of the moſt elegant and 


refined taſte upon earth, or I never could have 
contrived ſo bewitching a compliment +, She was 


going to 110 a neo N and e to de 
very merry, &. 

As to my elegance and . 1 has Aden 

had my doubts, but when the ſenſible and beau- 

| tiful Mrs. Inchbald's whim and vides 

* Such Things Are, LOW = 

4 A token of eſteem I had en to Mrs, n ” 


LN: ho mt oa eee ae nn, bo 


found them out, l 7 
deficient in any point. Maternal affection had 
rouſed her to reſentment, but I had paid ev 


. NDERING Þ P ATE \ * EE. 51 
oV could 1 longer judge an fe 


attention to her offspring in my power. 


Being at preſent reſtored to her good graces, 


I do not ſee how I poſlibly (to my fancy) could . 


have put my agreeable captivating friend into a 


more pleaſing point of view; and fall be Asse 


| happy, ſhould ſhe think ſo. too; for I do aver 


and proteſt, (as a .gentleman-like atteſtation)— 


„That, I do regard her dearly regard. her—— - 
« or comfort. forſwear me. Unkindneſs may: 


« do much; but never taint my love.” 


Nov, reader, do not be over delicate or angry, 5 


for it cannot be blotted from my journal as falſe, 


nor from my memory where it is rooted, and I 


mean no more than a ſtrict relation of an unex- 
pected event, which leads to a deſcription of facts 
in my regiſter: For obſerve, en the Monday's 


play, which was The Grecian Denaht in 5 


day, June Ith) for the benefit of Mr. and Mrs. 


King,—Mr. Inchbald was to have played Melan- 


thon, a character till that time, always acted by 
the then late diſbanded Oram. The play was full 


of characters, and the ſudden calamity of Mr. 
| Inchbald's death on the Sunday, put me to a thou- 


fand more ſhifts, and perplexities, than I had been 
for ſome time accuſtomed 40 No alternative 


was left, but to prove how. ee a ae * 
D 5 5 5 
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40 « What i is ; honour 7 A word. What! is that : word: ? 
x App. 


: 15 60 © Who hath it He who died on Wedneſtay laſt. 4 


. L Thenefars a hint was given from Court, that 
his ſervices were really wanted. Submiſſion 
from Oram was made, without loſs of time or 


hindrance: of buſineſs, he was: moſt graciouſly 


and ſmilingly received; and the reſty poſt-horſe 


trotted for ſome time longer on the rough round 


of our Theatre, and the theatrical machine moved 


gradually from place to place the uſual annual 


Auguſt proceſſion of our motley grou 
tainly was a falſe knight and forſworn when! 


J cer- 


engaged Mr. Oram again; yet nothing hurts a 


A 


manager more, than to ſuſpect his honour. I 
feel myſelf very tenacious of my honour: The 


public in general put little faith in their mana- 


ger's honour :—4The manager on the other hand, 


is unreaſonable, and wiſſies them to have no doubt, 
but place all confidence in his honour. | Yet as 
eaſy as that ſeems to be in thought, it ſeldom is 
attained, ſo the beſt way is to let. time, 1 
ence, and obſervation decide our honours; 
after all the public will judge; and (jokir 


ng apart) 
ſometimes without cauſe very cruelly and deci- 


* 


memory, Which I have here inſerted. 


WHAT time the weak. ey'd Owl, on twilight wing 


3 
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1 if. your honour i is ſo tender as not to 5 : 


touch, it is very ſuſpicious, and will make there 


only doubt thyſelf, and become bankrupt of 


honour, as of wealth. So with my honour in my 


pocket, not intermixed with more ſterling metal, 
IT will jog on with my words, and inform the 


reader that ſoon after the interment of Mr, Inch- 
bald, Mr. Kemble wrote an elegant Ode to * 


ops ro THE 8 MB. INCHBALD- 


Slow herne, her. e to Eve, and roun' 
The lazy wing of Bat 
| With Beetle's ſullen Wy 


Rien dd wm nee the maid of penſive mien, 
8 Fale Ne 185 my ſorrowing ſteps 


IJ To meditate the dead = 
Ana give my Friend a e 
Here let me pauſe and pay that tear I owe: US 
Silent it CHEN" es my cheek, and drops 
EE VU Upon the recent ſod | 
JJV lightly ee EUR 


But al ah! How vain Nor Flatt'ry's pow'r, nor Wea, 
7 * Frounibip! s cars nor Widow'd ANNA's voice, 


Sweet as the harps of Heavn, 
| I Can move the tyrant Death. 
Hence, ye TAE, hark —around his grave 5 
* he Siſters chaſte, the Siſters whom be lov” d, 85 
In nine fold cadence IE 
"CHE immortal ul hmoty. . 


_ 


— 


$ | be, ty Spe foliage o'er his honour'd clay: 


"a: THE WANDERING partirrnn. 
' IP EE, tis dong THe well-carn'd laurel bea: 


Again the Muſes ang 
Ck ; ' Thalia's was the deed. 
a Thou 1 man, PERS l wou'd not ola: 
! Rh worth with praiſe—yet not the bright-hair'd Kin I, 
ER Who wooes the roſy.morn, 
15 | 1 And weſt' ring ſkirts the an 
With 8 gold and purple, e er ſhall ſee 
Thy 1 On Tor paly Creſcent call 


„„ Her weeping dews to 16 | 
Ms 0 A; turf more loy'd than thine. 


The Widow Inchbatd's benefit was on Mon- 
day June 14th, and very genteelly attended.— 
Her firſt appearance, after having been arrayed 
in her weeds, was as Hector's lovely widow, 
for the benefit of Mr. Kemble, on Monday June 
21, 1779, but in that play he could not declare 
his paſſion. in blank verſe, as Mrs. King, the 
Hlermione (whom he did not admire). claimed 

all his vows, as the Prince; Oreſtes. | : 
Mrs. Raworth was once more engaged, to 
a ſupply Mrs. Hitchcock's department, during her 
elopement to the Hay-Market: As was a 
Mr. TyLER, to ſucceed Mr. Wood, who had 
marched away for London in the ſame manner. 

Mr. Tyler continued ſome ſeaſons; was liked 
ch 5 in Arionelli, and the Trio in The Critic,” 
and was uſeful in many operas and plays; had 
a party of friends attached to his intereſt (par- 


1 Tub WANDERING PA "ENTER. i, „ 


tieblarly at Hull) but was of: a diſcontented tem- 


per, always forming his own diſtreſs, and never 


more contented than when he made himſelf 
miſcrable; always ſuppoſing ſome plot was 
hatching to injure him, and actually was ſo 
fooliſh as to leave a comfortable ſituation, and 
at a time T wiſhed his continuance and that 
merely, becauſe I appointed Mrs. Jordanto perform 


. Arionelli, who was at firſt received at York as 


an object of attraction: But of that hiſtory n more 


hereafter when I arrive at the time and place. 


The Leeds ſeaſon 177% concluded much earlier 
than uſual; was neither ill nor well attended, and 
cloſed July the 12th. The company made a 
trip, till the Vork races, to Pontefract, where 
they, on trying the experiment, found a little 


building, called by the inhabitants a Playhouſe : 


The ſucceſs they met with, and the genteel 
neighbouring families Who honoured their ſtage 
endeavours, (which certainly were of a ſuperior 
kind to any they ever had been accuſtomed to 
ſee on that ſpot). gave rife to my ruminating at 


ſome time to have a regular theatre built and 


eſtabliſhed on that little pleaſant Montpellier of 


Yorkſhire ; which, in the courfe of my narrative, 


the Nader will find has Pore 1 858 into 1 and 
pi — 5 , 
During” my interregnum of x” few- bak 1 


treated Mrs. Wilkinſon, fon, and ſelf, wit” 4 
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: delightful jaunt, to Birmingham, . 
Glouceſter, Bath, and Briſtol, by way of plea- 


* 


ſure and recreation. We met at Birmingham, my 
friend and acquaintance, Mr. Mattocks, where 


two theatres were opened, in oppoſition bloody. 


With Mr. Mattocks, (who had alſo a theatre then 
open at Portſmouth, under his direction, con- 
ducted by a bir. Wheeler) I wiſhed much, as I 
was advincing ſo near. the borders of Hamp- 


- F#hare, to extend the viſitation to my native home, 


Portſmouth ; but Mr. Mattocks perſuaded me 
not to explore further than Bath and Briſtol, but 


to return back and play four or five nights, and 
meet my very agreeable pleaſant friend, Mr. 
Lewis. I have often regretted the not viſiting 


Portſmouth, as the f ght of that place would have 
been new and pleaſing for Mrs. Wilkinſon to 


| Have remembered, as likewiſe to myſelf the re- 
| viſiting a ſpot where I had experienced. real friends 


and many happy days. 
The nights at Birmingham, (though: 3 a very 
"good company, Manager Mattocks, Mr. Lewis, 


3 (of Covent-Garden) Mr. Wilkinſon, Mr. Banniſter, 
jun. Mr. Davis, (now of Covent-Garden) Mr. 
5 Wewitzer, Mr. and Mrs. Nunns, Mr. Charlton, 
Mr. Doyle, Mr. Weſt, Mr. Aickin, (of Covent- 


Garden) Mrs. Kennedy, (of Covent-Garden) 


Mrs. Lewis, Mrs. Charlton, and Mrs. Melmoth) 
would not do. Mr, Miller was then manager 


4 


"YL the Swe This at . * Wa 


theatre was very elegant. The ſcenery was 


then good; but as to which Was the beſt com- 


pany? Why certainly. Wen proved Mr. 1 
ler sthe ben, 5 
Mr. Miller was a man 19 7 friendly and honeſt : 
intentioned principles, and poſſeſſed of pro- 


perty, but unfortunately infatuated with two 
galloping. hobby-horſes— Managing a company 
of unruly actors, and alſo much more fond of 
his own acting than his auditors were. What 


cured him, in part, as to his love of fame, as an 
actor, was performing Hamlet (I believe) at 


Manchelter, where great tokens. of diſpleaſure 
were given, whether with propriety I do not take 


upon me to anſwer; but the enraged Hamlet as a 
thunder-bolt on his opponents, and to ſtrike a 
general panic and diſmay, told them (like Mr. | 


Bayes) “ Gentlemen, if you do not approve my 


Hamlet, I do ſolemnly aflure you, that I never 
dc will favour the audience again with the perform- : 
4 of my Frenchman ;” (which by the bye I 
have often heard mentioned as. beyond medio- 


crity.) The audience laughed and hiſſed, and the 


determined Miller kept ſtrictly to his threat and 
reſolution. It is not unlike Mr. Bayes, who fays— 

« So Sir, in my prologue I advance to the audi- 

« ence in a long black veil, and a great huge 

Ns BIOS behind x me, with a furrd Red 8 5 
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cc Males: alas and there tell n plainly, that 
cc if, out of good nature, they will not like my 
cc play, egad, I will e'en kneel down, and he ſhall 


« cut my head off. Whereupon they all fall a- 


« clapping.” &c. Mr. Miller's auditors, 1 be 
lieve, did not agree as Mr. Bayes's did. 


Mr. Miller hurt his health and property _ pur- 


ſuing a wild-gooſe chaſe, —murdering ſleep, — 

with the loſs of every comfort, —building air-caſtle 
theatres as to profit, and wearily trudging with 
old clothes and water-daubed canvas. Luekily, 
for that gentleman's widow, Dr. Holland (a re- 
ſpectable phyſician at Retford) has had the 


truſt of all the moveables and . whereof 


the late manager ftood pofleffed.. 


The principal performers that ſammer, 1779, 
at the New Theatre were Mr. Miller, Mr. Far- 


ren, (of Drury-Lane) Mr. Fullam, Mr. John- 


"ons Mrs. Hunter, and Mrs. Farren.- 


Mr. Lewis's benefit was'on Monday N 25 


1779, (to the ſhame, beyond a doubt, of Bir- 
mingham be it ſpoken:) He had a new Interlude 
called The Illumination,” and Mr. Colman's 
new Comedy of EP Suicide, wherein he 


i ated Tobine moſt admirably, (I performed Win- 
— grave J Mr. Lewis alſo acted Dick in The Ap- 


. prentice, and the amount of his houſe was: nine 
pounds !— 
mingham! Ss, a} 


Reader, it is truth !—Bluſb 2 Bir- 


I 
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My benefit was on Monday. Auguſt gth, that 


| fame pleaſant feaſon.. I actec Shylock, Sir Ar- 


chy, and Tragedy a-la- Mode; and for my neg- 


| lect of ſelf-ſatisfa&tion in not having once more 


viſited Portſmouth, I had my deſerts ; for the fa- 
tigue of ſo much exertion and dreſſing, actually 0 
threw me into a fever, and my receipt was ſeuen 


pounds !-— Not one place taken in the boxes. 


Mr. Lewis left Mrs. Lewis at Birmingham, and | 


went himſelf to Liverpool, for an engagement of 


a few nights, where his performances were well 
attended, and himſelf liberally: rewarded ;—and 
the return to Birmingham, on a natural ſuppo- 


ſition, that the gratitude of the audience, and a 


 tzorough ſenſe of not having behaved well to ſo 


excellent an. actor, had a natural right for ex- 
pectation of a reimburſement; but experience 
proves that does not always happen for not- 
withſtanding Mrs. Lewis, an amiable handſome 
woman, and a pleaſing actreſs, played that ſea- 
ſon on a reliance of the benefit night as her re- 

ward; yet that excellent actor on his return 


played for that night only—and J believe the eur- EY 


tain drew up to the amount of eight pounds ! and 
dropt to the amazing ſum of twelve pounds! ? 
During Mr. Lewis's firſt engagement at Bir- 
mingham that ſummer, he acted Hotſpur, Mar- 
plot, Touchſtone, the Weſt Indian ett "Hs 
Falſtaff, Jaques, and Cadwallader ;—Mr. Aickin- 
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of Covent-Garden, Horatio and Lord 8 


myſelf Sciolto, Dumont, and Mrs. Coles and 


for my labour you will think I was not 3 
| by the receipt of the benefit above- mentioned. 

It is a proof how variable thearical ſucceſs i in 

life is—how very uncertain; and may be a warn- 


ing beacon. to air-caſtle builders and unſkilful 


ſwimmers not to go too far out of depth with. 
any dependence of what ſhall be or may be attain- 


ed, but think of what diſgrace and mortification 


may occur. I do not arraign the judgment of 
Birmingham, (although this unfortunate and 
troubleſome adventure happened to myſelf) as 
that audience has ſo often properly diftinguiſhed 


and rewarded merit; but it was owing to that 


unaccountable, inſurmountable kind of a cloudy 


atmoſphere which too often. overhangs a theatre, 


and indeed as. often falls fuddeniy down with 


ealamities on the worthieſt families in all degrees 
of life, as the times have Bs as Wente 


evinced. 
The Tork races 1779, Mr. CRE gave- me 
once more the benefit of his aſſiſtance, and 


what was ſtill more agreeable to myſelf, family, 


and acquaintance, the benefit of his company. 
He acted ſeveral. of his favourite characters. 


That week Mr. Roſs happened to be at York: 


Mr. Palmer, then manager of the Bath theatre, 
(ſince more elevated; and though rewarded, | 


— p — 


mn 5 $9 $3 — „ 8 


ks — A” ©& 


8 


5 


Enow not whether ſufficiently for the infinite 
labour and pains he has undergone) and who is 
now in the poſt of honour, a private fPation, hap- 
pened alſo to be there with an acquaintance : He 
accidently called on Mr. Roſs, on a morning viſit 


of York, from which great expectations were 

formed) when Mr. Roſs was accidently looking 
| over his receipts of the Edinburgh theatre, on 
which he was then patentee and manager. Mr. 

Roſs hinted to Mr. Palmer, he was wearied with 
management himſelf, and was equally tired of 
| acting ;—that he had ſuſtained great loſſes from 
Mr. Digges's never having paid him his rents 
with any punctuality; nay, was greatly in his 
debt, Mr. Palmer came to me (Mr. Woodfall's 
| properly termed Wandering Patentee ) and ſaid 
the accounts appeared to him ſuch as was an ob- 
ject, if with a poſſible diſtance of being connectec 
with his Bath theatre, he ſhould not heſitate a 


tunity: My own eagerneſs for variety, and high 
opinion of Mr. Palmer's judgment, experience, 
and veracity, made me anxious for a private 
meeting at the Baths (that week of hurry), which 
was ſoon accompliſhed and concluded; for with- 
out examining any particulars, either as to repairs 
and condition of the theatre, or the wardrobe, 

ſcenery, &c. I agreed with him at four hundred 


| at the New Baths, (then erected by Dr. Hunter 


moment to greedily embrace ſuch an oppor= | 
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pounds for the year, and W pell-mell, to. raiſe 
a regiment of comedians, for Edinburgh, exclu-- 


October 22, 179, Cato and the Drunken Colonel; 
at York., His own-night-(Nov. 2, ) to a full houſe, 
Re acted Macheath, and was in great terror 
during the whole time of repreſentation, and with 


difficulty made his eſcape; as he was. attacked 


theatre. - Poor unfortunate Digges ! ho might 


| h „ * VVV!!! 5 

5 has ſeaſon ; and on Monday, September 6, we 
advertiſed. the altered play of The Comedy of 
Errors“ and „ The Apprentice ;** for which 


ſucceeded,” he would play another night: but 


0» ge . So 4 wy 5 a * — — 2 ng por rn Try — — — I — - On a 
= 8 * * — tree — . 8 5 — — — l — 5 * i 

- aka — <p — r . "Rr - ac * 9 1 L N 5 

* ay > own — * * 8 3 5 9 EET CARIES av. 2 oe RS 7 r 2 

— Q 7 ⁰¹0 Ir 5 gow Dont een 9 9 — ö c Te 5 XY 9 5 N r g * £ 7 

PT AT = DENY WIRD SN PU DFE 17 Aon 6 - re 70 . : ; 5 fd ae MP.) — N WE SIS $ — <%: ”"% - i * N - 2 F 

nn FR 5 9 e N e . ” hes CES 
- . ? * . 7 4 I 
5 ; p * i 


ſuch a firſt-rate performer. In ſhort, as a faith- 
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five of my company for York. Previous to that 
Mr. Digges was out of employment as the trage. 
dian, and was deſired to pick. a little. bit at Hull 
the enſuing ſeaſon, and made then a few ſkull- 

ing ſmuggled voyages in the winter from Hull to- 
Mancheſter, Liverpool, &c. He acted on Friday 


characters before mentioned that he had played 


at the finiſhing with. bailiffs at each avenue of the 


be ſaid to be truly in character that night, as 
the ſcene 1 in a e and he 2 eren tn. that 


Mr. Lewis e evils one 4 at Wakeficlt 


he was to play on ſhares. and if the attempt 


ſtrange to relate, that the novelty of ſuch an ex- 


en 
cellent, and eſtabliſhed well known actor, excited n i 
not the leaſt curioſity or wiſh to reward or retain 55 


N 


— 
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zu hiltorlan 1 muſt relate, that at half an hour 
after the curtain ſhould have been drawn up, 
there in truth was but 2hirty ' /oillings in the houſe. 
Mr. Lewis not only felt his pride hurt at ſuch a 


manifeſt neglect, but ſeeing plainly it mult be = 


like ſoldiers fighting without pay, he laid down 
his arms, of rather took off his accoutrements, 
laughed at the filly accident, and talked of a 
good ſupper.” Afterthis ſome few ladies and gen- 
tlemen called at the playhouſe door, which being 
cloſed from abſolute neceſſity, for there was no 
power over Mr. Lewis beyond his own will: 
however me, as poor Marplot the manager, had 
ſome very ſevere meſlages, that no families 
would ever come to the theatre if to be ſo 
| 1 without the leaſt conſideration that 
r. Lewis was his own maſter, and certainly 
5 not labour without being paid his hire. 
Here it will ſeem ſtrange to a ſouthern reader, 
and of courſe immediately be conjectured, that 
Wakefield has a lack of ſpirit, and muſt of courſe 
not be a town calculated for theatrical entertain- 
ments. It would be unjuſtifiable and ungrateful 
in the extreme, did I not as quick as thought 
clear ſuch an un; juſt ſuſpicion; for in all my cir- 
cuit, I have not a more ſpirited or liberal audi- 
ence, and the attendants to the gallery more nu- 
merous and full of alacrity to make their ap- 
bearanee, than at Wakefigld,- in anz town in = 
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chen like a jack wound up to its height, they 


vours, whenever that town and its kind in- 
habitants are mentioned, yet they never, unleſs 
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. | But: i the myſtery lies I re; faſhion and 

- cuſtom are ſtubborn things to ſubdue I only ere 
know one performer who makes to-morrow equal 
with to-day, and that is Mrs, Siddons. But with 
that lady, as an exception, every perſon who has 
travelled Great Britain and Ireland, muſt have 
obſerved, that at many places (as the opera in 
London on a Saturday) the theatre is crowded 
becauſe it is Saturday, without play or players 
being conſidered; and on the reverſe ſide, at 
many places, the theatre totally neglected for 
the ſaid given reaſon, becauſe it is Saturday. So 
that at Wakefield, where I am always anxious, 
willing, and proud to acknowledge yearly fa- 


on ſome very extraordinary occafion, have hitherto 
attended the theatre before the race- Week; and 


find the way, and ſpin and flutter. to the theatre 
till its cloſe for the ſeaſon drops the weight. If 
I fay a bad houſe laſt night, yet a good play and 
well acted “ Very true, Mr. Wilkinſon ; but 
you ſhould conſider. it is before the races.“ At 
Leeds I have frequently heard a ſtranger aſk— 
Why the bells were ringing ? the man, woman, 

or boy who were ſo interrogated anſwered 
gravely, « It was T. burſday night; which I be⸗ 


lieve is a never failing cuſtom in the town of 


— 
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Leeds on a ; Thurſday : 8 but ſtill that i. 18 no go 
Wy given to the inquirer. I truſt my good 
patrons at Wakefield will not be offended at this 
obſervation, but laugh and forgive me; as it is, 
in ſome meaſure, neceſſary as a faithful chrono- 
logiſt, in this my regiſter, to give all little pecu- 


liarities and cuſtoms, and is offered truly reſpect- 


fully, and not impertinently to their obſervations. 
1 deſpiſe ingratitude, and ſhould condemn myſelf 


if I ever mentioned Wakefield, but with that true 
gratitude my 6 claim from my debt to 5 


their kindneſs. 


Wakefield ſeaſon, that year 1 7 5 FARES" 


ſtanding a bad beginning, made a good ending, 
and with its uſual eclat; from whence we broke 
up our camp, and did not halt till we arrived at 


our Doncaſter. autumn quarters. I recolle& no 
particulars more, than that the brilliancy of the 
company was-then very conſpicuous, and has been 
increaſing every year as to faſhionable attend= 
ance; .and:at the time I am ſcratching theſe lines 
I believe I may aver, for an afſemblage of perſons 
of diſtinckion, as ladies and gentlemen, it now - 


ſtands. the foremoſt in Great Britain, and bids 


Likely. ſo to h on a laſting eſtabliſhment. It is 


rumoured, wich what truth 1 know not, that the. 
race days will be augmented | in future —1 * 5 
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W Roſignol Was engaged to wake wa 


A birds for five nights at Doncaſter 1779. At the ; 
dend of the ſeaſon Mrs. Raworth left me; the par. Will ; 
—_ ticulars relating to that, I believe, I have given Wi ; 
before. Mr. and Mrs. King alſo at the ſame WW 

time went, as noticed, on 1 their Lincobnſhire ex- = 

LEE 1 5 =, 
EF: Foung Mr. FR was eg bit "Mm re. Fl 
5 queſt of his lovely mother-in-law, Mrs. Inchbald) 1 

in July 1 7795 and did not leave me till May 1786. .. 

5 He was a young man of great ſervice i in a thea- . 

tre, though not ſo attentive always as he ſhould 15 

1 8 be, but of good behaviour: When he left me, Wl 

7 he coſt me two performers. at leaſt” to Tupply his A 

loſs. Mrs. Montague and Mr. SERIE Wood of 

again joined me. from the Haymarket. 3 all, 

The ſignal was given for Hull 1779, e pul 

oyſters and well-fed fowls hailed us with thoſ? 496 


welcome tokens to comfort us as uſual for the WM 7 
__ winter ſeaſon. _ | EG 


%ͤͥͤĩ og ca 
_ I was at that time the pompous . e one 1 indi- 15 
viſible, the comprehenſive, incomprehenſive Mr. my 


. Manager of three patent theatres, the royal trio 1 
of Edinburgh, York, and Hull: I increaſed my 
theatrical army, in order to provide ample forces 

3 forage and inſure proviſion for the winter 
months in the north of England. and the metro- 
polis of Scotland: Mr. SwaLwELI. offered his 


a ſervices on my beating up for volunteers, and ap- 


r 
r 


: wa at Hull in the character of Sir Charles 
Racket. I cannot ſay with the ſucceſs he wiſhed, 

bat 1 can boaſt of its being a lucky occurrence 
to me, as his great. punctuality ; as treaſurer, and 
his knowledge of accounts, place the books of 
my theatre, not only as an example of correctneſs, 
but perhaps the beſt regulated of any theatre 
whatever . This is a particular circumſtance of 
good fortune to me, who am indolent, as well as 
0. not by any means expert in ſo material a point of 
a- knowledge, highly neceflary for all mankind ; 5 ay, 
10 indeed, for both ſexes equally, and of every age. 
ne, Added to his. particular regularity, his ſteadineſs 
his in his department, and good behaviour to. perſons. 
of all ranks, deſervedly- obtains the good will of 
all, by which means his ſervices to me and the. 
public get. repaid, - and that with the good will 
and beſt wiſhes of his noble donors. _ 

Mr. ALDRIDGE, at that time well known a as 2. 
capital dancer, was engaged for Hull and Vork 
for a few nights, and they to Edinburgh, under 
my auſpicess. 

Mr, and Mrs. SurrH 5 Dublin, were allo 
engaged. She made her firſt appearance in the 
character of Beatrice, and Mr. Colman 8 Toung 
Actreſs: ſhe acquitted herſelf well, and W 
to be, what ſhe after wards proved, a great 
rouge, She continued a Hull. ell the en 
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of he ſeaſon, then 5 me and imy' camp at 
Edinburgh. 


I Was diſmiſſed with honour from the court; and 


nights at Hull; he acted Dorilas in Merope, the 


Weſt Indian, &c. and was engaged for Edin- 
burgh. J muſt in juſtice note, that Mr. Cauther- 


mind that which 1 fear will diſgrace ' my page, 


but Iam tempted, thereto as the obſeryation may 
| however truly rekiQant, X will run the hazard of 


| being juſt. 


Eg therefore, without eguirs cation, circumlocution, 


3 
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Mr. ide flood announc ; for my bench 
night at Hull; he did not come to his time, but 
the audience not doubting (for once) of my truth, 


_ when Mr. Aldridge did make his appearance he 
was well received, e the diſappoint- 
r Mr. ens 1 in : 5 e 1793 7 at 
Edinburgh. Ms 105 
r. Cabin wits ee 


a few 


ly's behaviour on and off the ſtage Was, and 18 
reſpectable, and like 0 gentleman e word 
gentleman offers to my delicate and Luſceptible 


and indeed quite oppoſite to Mr. Cautherly, and 
ſhould be hid beneath the veil of night, and nei- 
ther mentioned nor ſuppoſed before the curtain; 


pollibly tend to a "reformation 'of manners; and 


cenſure or pardon, Hoping t to be Proiperoves from 


„The reader may nete N Jet 180 ple matter 
at. importance, but it is in truth quite the reverſe, 


8 


thing, no n6thing offends me more” to the ſoul . 


efferv; kom, 'T Gain deahine Pen, 18 wy 


— 


t than when I fee a fine periwig-powdeted aftor) 
t either as the ſtage monarch, lord, or ſine gen- 
„ neman, and perchance bedecked with the real 
d lord's court habiliments, forget himſelf ſo far 
e at the very time he is puffed with fancied great. 
. neſs, and ſo well aceoutred, when ſtanding be- 
at hind the ſcenes; as to be ſeen blowing his noſe 
- with his fingers whenever I ſcan ſuch an action 
Vin che theatre, or even in common life, in the 
ne fireet, be the perſon ever fo well dreſſed, I ſet 
n. him down in my opinion as neither having been 
er- born, bred, or as one who ever will or can be 
; agentleman. Nay, were it even a member of the 
12 National Aſſembly of Paris, it would not alter 
dhe BY opinion. How Adam and Eve managed ſuch 
ble neceſſary buſineſs, I cannot tell, but ſhould be 
Ses glad of information. I am led to imagine, that as 
and Eve did make aprons of fig leaves, ſhe might poſe | 
1c)” ably make pocket-handkerchiefs of the like com- 
um; modity; but as fingers, we need not be informed, ; 
na] were made before the cutlery- manufacture for 
and knives and forks, we will ſuppoſe they made uſe of 
d of Bl thoſe natural materials to pick their gooſe bones at 
rom Michaelmas (if that was their faſhionable ſeaſon} 
hut as we moderns are at preſent well ſupplied 
i with thoſe agreeable and uſefut utenſils, I would 
. prefer the conſtant 1 of knives and 

| | * 
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a frequent blowing of the noſe, an action by no 
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forks and never neglect the . 
the handkerchief,—on any | occaſion whatever. 
T am certain, were the late Lord Cheſterfield 
living, he would honour me (on the indelicate 
ſubject) with a gracious:nod-of aſſent and ſmile of 
approbation; and in his lordſhip's: name, as his 
departed ſpirit, permit me to beg, intreat, and con- 
jure, all our ſtage perſons of quality and fine gen- 
tlemen, ay, even from the cobbler-to. the tinker, 
that they will Arictly obſerve, abide by, and keep 
this la w- and never forget the handkerchief. |] 
cannot quit this diſagreeable ſubject without re- 
marking, that I have ſeen more than one tragedy 
queen offend me on the ſtage with her handker- 
chief, by too, great an oblation of moiſture from 
the different pearly fountains, which occaſioned 


means fit for a St. James's court repreſentation. 
Such queens, I often think, ſhould have a relay 
of pages, who at the end of each ſcene might 
_ preſent a clean ſuperfine handkerchief, and drop 
the melancholy heavy one into the Keſt convenient 
neceſſary waſhing tub. . e 
Mr. JonNSsSON Was likewiſe engaged: He was 2 
comedian of great merit; much liked at Hull and 
York that winter; and was in truth a good actor. 
He after that engaged under Mr. Jackſon at 
Edinb rh ; e he roſe into | great eſteem, A 
E nN. 
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bat died there a at a time when k Was in eee, 1 
mputet 5 
Mrs. Tron TON was erties" 257 Sar: 1 


She had been well received at Vauxhall, was 
retained for York, as were Mr. and Mrs. Hepsox;g 
we were reconciled once more, notwithſtanding 
our diſagreement mentioned ſome ſeaſons prior 7 
to this new. fangled ſcheme, by which I was to 
accumulate, and not xnow how I could expend, 
the riches of my royal triple alliance of patents. 
About Chriſtmas 1779, armed in full force for 
eo. WM cither field, fearleſs of the inveteracy of clime, 
tempeſt, and the very inclement ſeaſon, marched 
to take poſſeſſion of my Scotch territories, leaving 
0 my Southerm forces under the diſcretion- ang dw | 
ed rection of my truſty commander Cummins: But | 
L. cannot help being. vulgar here, or poſlibly- 


PM > 


no 
8 make a more appoſite idea, than the- common 
lay faying of, between two. ſtools there is danger of 


+ Na certain part coming to the ground; for my 
worthy friends at Lork, as is natural on all divi- 


rut ſions; complained that. the beſt performers were 

| taken to Edinburgh, as in general we like not: 
5 2 what we have, but what we have not; the rea- 

and der will alſo (if theatrical) eafily- conceive the 

por. Nexpence of journeys, with two wardrobes: For 

. at Edinburgh had not, nor yet has, or by ſome 

i fatality .or other ever had, any thing deſerving: : 


the name of a wardrobe z* mine was and. is, withe - 
LD E I, | 5 
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baut vaunt, the moſt deſerving chat 
| 5 . CO 
=: This northern expedition was FR AR FOR at 1 
time when ſterling coin was truly ſcarce; and 
a that money will never inſure ſucceſs, either 
for the Church, the State, or the humble Stage! 
Edinburgh at that period and the preſent, will not 
bear a compariſon; the date will confirm the idea, 
where the reader will find it was at the fatal and 
unfortunate puſh of the war-with America; Thus 
ps had many difficulties to encounter. Indeed 
we are unhappily plunged in a War now, Which 
W God may end foci with honour, Alle 


8 


ie with. our. . The = 
bas ſaid, & that war begets poverty, and poverty 
begets peace; > [ am certain that L am ſufficiently 
poor to-with for a peace, and the ſooner the bet-. 
ter, or by the enſuing. year L ſhall be as ragged. 
as a Sans.Culotte with all his bareneſs and evithout 
. the hardineſs. Indeed, I fear the boaſt, of equality 
on the part of France viſionary—Here, there, and 
5 every where the love of power is more predominant 
and natural to the mind than is in general honeſtly 
admitted in argument, or in word or thought. 
The wiſh for ſuperior ſway is inherent, more or 
leſs, in the human breaſt, than is fairly acknow-. 
ROC in every. claſs. The player wiſhes to be 


„ "Mr. 8. Kemble has remedied that deſett, 


the manager (who is a deſpot); the manager is 
not contertenl: but prays devoutly for ſomething 
. ent, ſuperior, and more laſtingly 


Gene eee, 
guile our imaginations.- As we are born to bloom 


and fade, it certainly is an idle term to ſay we 
are killing time; for all the univerſe combined, 
freemen and ſlaves, eannot ſubdue that all con- 

quering hero: He who takes a ſurvey of all the 


world would ſmile at ſuch an impotent attempt. 
One comfort is, we have not any occaſion now 


to puzzle the will or the mind with Hamlet's 
« To he, or motto be!” as our polite neighbours the 


French, have peremptorily ſettled it, ( Not to be, 


without check ing. perplexed with. dreams to. come. 
But not to.treſpaſs on patience, I, muſt mention 


in this my narrative, that Edinburgh city, ſince 
the time of my managemen 1780 and 1781, has 
roſe in affluence and dignity, and is, I believe 
double the ſtze: It holds out great ene 
and 1 might have had i it two n ae in 1 7 
ference to Mr. Jackſ 
knew its value, but I 9 8 been Ma ed — 
2 head, in point of underſ anding, far ſuperior to 
miner a gentleman who was a ſincere friend while 
attached, but ſoon offended: and wien olds” 
became an implacable and dangerous enemy; his 


name was: Walter Motten A fata ity Has attended: 
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5 probity as the conductors to enſure its credit; 
| though on ſucceſsful ſeaſons the treaſury. receives 


aſtoniſhing ſums. | From the year 1768 I will 
mention the various managers as a corroboration 
of what I have advanced relative to a city, to the 


inhabitants of which my affection and duty is 


tied by the ſtrongeſt gratitude and reſpect; for 


I never viſited that place, but the favours were 


rather increaſed: than diminiſhed.” I obſerved alto 
on my repeated trips to that noble city, that a 


regular circuit, by ſome unfortunate means or 


the ſtate of the country, the principal towns 
being not only diſtant, but. directly contrary for 
theatrical ſupport—by which means from want 
of foreſight, the manager's. Want of money, (that 


grand electrical machine) or ſome cauſe or ano- 


ther, the company of cometians ſeldom, if ever, 
have flouriſhed the Whole year on a creditable 
and profitable plan. Reflection and time with 


the experience of theatres, and the diſaſters that 


attend many capital horſes in the theatrie field, 
taught me not to neglect the ſubſtance for the 


ſhade. Edinburgh itſelf is intrinſically golden 


ore, yet the country does not abound with it, nor 
theatric love; conſequently, if York did not re- 
ceive ſuch ſums as Edinburgh, I reflected Tork 
was not attended with near the expence: My 


friends in Yorkſhire were valuable and conſtant, 


my circuit honourable, and afforded a real gen- 


demanlike income, the other precarious; there=- 


fore a very little conſideration, for once in my 
life, got the better of inconſtancy and with for 


change: And TI do aver on my word I never have 


liſtened ort wiſhed from the year 1780 to change 
my ſituation out of Yorkſhire, for the manage- 


ment of any other: theatre in the world. I am 


happy with my friends, contented with my in- 
come, and truly uſe evefy endeavour to pleaſe... 
I may not be always right and I hope am not 


always wrong. Fam ſometimes out of favour, 15 


ſometimes not; the fate of my place: which 


makes me truly happy when in the ſunſhine of 


favour. Man and wife, Lhave been told, do not 
always agree; but then it“ is better ſurely (I 


ſhould imagine) to have the rumpus reconciled 


again. In all theatres, where, though great 
ſums may be received occaſionally, yet when the 


day of retribution arrives, it plainly appears in 


theatrical receipts, all i is not gold that dazzles; 


nor does the tinſeled monarch find, that all the 


ſhining ore he handles cc Wer to his fingers like : 
meal? TER. 

The „ the Ediibargh Thats wither - 
my time, as near as J can recollect fince the year 


1758, have been Mr. Lee, Mr. Love, Mr. Roſs, . 
Mr. Callender, Mr. Dowſon, Mr. David Beat, : 


Mr. Roſs, Mr. Digges, Mr. Corri, Tate Wilkinſon, , 


780, Mr. + Heaphy, 1781, Tate Wilkinſon the 


es 
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0 races, gle} Mr. Tate, Mus N 


Mrs. Eſten, and now Mr. S. Kemble and Mrs. 
Eten. How long this laſt union may continue, 
may be ſurmiſed (without the gift of ſorcery); 
not for many years, nor will they in harmony 
delight. When I. ſurvey the picture of being 
enthroned and dethroned, of a king and no king, 
at Edinburgh; ſurely, reader, you will agree in 
the opinion, how ſenſibly happy I- ought to feel 
and think myſelf poſſeſſed of every decent com- 
fort of life, and a family rejoicing” in the ſmiles 
of content, aud 8 OY ee ſervice 
in Yorkſhire e 

As what ſhould have preceded; like an odd 
5 play-bill, which ſometimes makes tlie firſt to be 
laſt, and the laſt to be firſt,. i in order I appre- 
hend, to hint we players are not entirely unac- 
quainted with good works: Therefore I requeſt 
now to be imagined fafely arrived at Edinburgh, 
and opening that theatre for the ſeaſon, on Satur- 
day December 18, 1779-80, where the company 
was much better calculated for comedy than for 
Wage. . There, a an,  ocealional — 5 


N $0 h 


Shakefpear and Gra» were to treat; abs 
to be ſtrictly obſerved; "heart-felt” gratitude, 
lang hter 2 and woe aral to grace the ſcene; 
with a number of the hay promiſes, and ended 


Z rrp i bumble „ Foſubiy : a... {MSM 
ſpeeches, fervently ſpoken, have not had fo much - |} MIT 
or more ſincerity. The company conſiſted of 1 
| ew Wilkinſon, Mr. Woods, Mr. Cautherly, 
Mr. Charles Wood; that truly comic ingenious 
i Mr. Bailey, (the O'Reiſey: of Dub- 
lin,) Mr. and Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Montague, 
Mrs. Hitcheock, Mrs. Shield, Miſs Mills (the 
bes Mrs. Chalmers) and Mr. Aldridge, the dan- 
: Many names, though perſons of merit in 
cher profeſſion, ' were not known in London; 
but all-are* remembered by the fre 


quenters of 
the Northern Theatres, and at Edniburgh. Mr. | 1 
Woods has been eftabliſhedat that city for max il 

years; and his private behaviour binds their high MY 

opinion of his theatrical abilities and talents as an 
actor. He is fixed as ſirm in the hearts of the Edin- = 
burgh citizens, astheir own rock, whereon ſtands | bY 
the awful, noble, beautiful, and commanding ._- 
caſtle.” My performances were done alſo at that 
time remarkably well; my ſcenery was conveyed 
from Hull, by ſnipping. Mr. Chalmers, Mr. 
1 and Miſs: n being gin Pare in Har 5 


| Avg, EI 
Bayes, Roman bal Falttat; beate . 5 
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lanus, Poor Vulcan, and Major Sturgeon, were 
all not only partially received, but many of them 


of eſſential ſervice. But I muſt obſerve with ſor- 
row, that it was above one mont before buſineſs. 
grew tolerable, nor were my troops left in gar- 

riſon quarters at Hull in a flouriſhing ſtate by 

any means, either the remainder of Hull ſeaſon, 


or the beginning of York, where they received 
orders to march after I had left them. Every 
morning at Edinburgh debts due from Mr. 
Roſs, laid upon me the cuſtom of that country, 
arreſting his rent in my hands, Mr. Roſs threaten- 


ing to arreſt me for ſuch. ſtoppages When 1 


arrived in England, as my contract was made 
there. Bad houſes at Edinburgh, bad houſes 


at York, made the campaign very diſagree- 
able, hazardous, and fatiguing; and the rent of : 
| 4ool. to be accompliſhed by the 2oth of March, 
and not any good houſes till the laſt week in 
January, puſhed me as hard as any - blaſt of that 
' ſevere month did in the north. Indeed 1 did not 
clear above Tool. exclufive. of my benefit (allow- 
ing charges to be 3cl.) which was brilliant.” 


On my return to York in April, they were 


very dull and glum, though I made them a de- 
lightful company for the ſpring ſeaſon. . It was 
indeed a bad time for plays every where. I was, 


as Velars obſerved, the very ee Janus 


© 
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« the 8 17 Weck, 8 pan niſh, and Dutch 


war, againſt old England. Edinburth was. 
drained not only of caſh, but of moſt of, 3 its _ 
cipal inhabitan. 

Having ended. my Edinburgh Pe it t will 15 
a neceſſary duty to give information what had 


been going on at York city. Why, the in- 
habitants were not in the beſt of tempers; for 
the theatrical entertainments, from the ſame cauſe 
before hinted, the American war, money was in- 


viſible, not any winter viſitors, and they were not 


pleaſed with me, though I really, in my vain and 
wild extended views, meant to have ſupplied each 
city with conſtant variety, and by the help of 


both theatres, have commanded all the world of 


players; but theſe viſions of the brain are better 
and eaſier in theory, than when put into 
practice. One Theatre, and to pleaſe the public, 
with a company of players, is a difficult taſk, 
and ſufficient 'for any reaſonable man. Like a 


plurality of wives, the poor man had better hun 
of it only, and be contented with one; he will 
not only find that one ſufficient, but agree with 


Major Oakley What a TIS it is, no one can i 


© manage a wife bu a bachelor.” 


On Eaſter Tueſday, March 28, 1 returned to | 


my. poſt, leaving Mr. Hitchcock as my deputy, | 


and I made my appearance to a good houſe, in 


the character * * Peter Teal was honoured 
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3 me as a bad boy, and called me a truant. 


Saturday April 8th, Mrs. Inchbald : Wee 


1 Hamlet, for her ſon-in-law's benefit, and de- 
_ livered many paſſages- with great- merit: I need 


not ſay that Denmark's Prince was not by any 


means deſtitute of grace and elegance z-not that I 
approve ſuch innovations and experiments, but 
particular occaſions have given Warrant to them. 
Mrs. Siddons has acted Hamlet more than once; 
Mrs. Woffington Sir Harry Wildair and Lo- 
thario; the which precedents were tlie rocks of ex 

periment whereon ſo 1287 es wow. e 
- have ſplit. 

Mr. CHALMERS was in e aner but ; 
from my hurry and negligence, not mentioned in 
November 1579 : He is now well known in moſt 
of our theatres, as an actor and Harlequin. He 
Was alſo engaged for Hull, 3 and York, 


10 the ſeaſons 1780 and 1781, and was at that 


time one of the beſt Harlequins "EE recollect. 
(Woodward exceptedz).and-was thought ſo by the 
different audiences that he has tripped before, A 
London, Dublin, Edinburgh, York; &. That 
gentleman has great merit in ſeveral parts pe- 


culiar to Mr. Lewis, who- ſeems to have ſtruck 


his ſtage mind ever ſince ſeeing: that gentleman 
1 perform. at Edinburgh and York, in the year 
1780. Mr. Chalmers — bas not his fea- 


tures at eotumand;; Ike: Nis limbs; et 1 has. | 
| ſpirit, utility, neatneſs, and merit in ſeveral par- 85 
ticular characters. The punctuality of his pay=- 
ments, and a ſtrict obſervance of his Word, e 
ſeveral good points, do honour to him as 

man. I ſay no more than a ſtrict truth, when 1 
pronounce Mr. Chalmers deſerving ſuch eulo- 
gium. On the other hand, he. is not the tameſt 
of comedians ;; but. ſoon, porcupine like, ſets up 
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his quills, and levels his darts. A love of lace, 


ſpangles, and ſatin, is not more predominant. in 
any actor, than in Mr. Chalmers. I have made re- | 
peated. obſervations, that not only actors as well 


as actreſſes, if left ta themſelyes, will ever ſacri=.* 


fice character to finery. This great neceſſary 
article for. the preſervation. of character, is no 
where ſo well obſerved as in London, and that 


frequently not ſo, ſtrictly attended to, as aa 


good natured eritie and man of judgment, like a 5 


Woogfall;might e But in 3 theatrie.- 1 


4 


ks date ech . black latin en 8. 4 

tlemen in a ufual mode now wear; but a Ranger 
in the country would rather give up his favourite 
character, than not abſurdly break through all 
rule, and have his thighs. elegantly decked. in 
blue or white ſatin, not forgetting the ſpangles... 
Nay, I have. feen a footman, in“ The Conſcious: 


LO Vers” 81 tenacious l f uch 3 * 
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| fnery; that is ſhoulder-Khot has been . = I; 
1 in front, three quarters of a yard long, with te 
| fatin ribbons, full ſet with ſtar-like ee v 
{1 convince the audience it was Me. Sei halt mn 
: Mentioning Mr. Chalmers, calls to my. mind: : in 
1 2 Mr. Lax, alſo engaged for Hull, Edinburgh, | Vi 
| and York, 1780. In Sir John Melville, Lord: 
Morelove, 3 many gentlemenlike characters 2 
in that caſt, he was truly unexceptianable. His. th 
temper, deportment, nice honour, without af- 86 


fectation, and ever ſtrictly ſober and attentive, 

with many good qualities, added to a handſome: 8⁰ 

and expreſſive face, with a good perſon, rendered 
him not only a credit to my theatre, but to every 
nie he was ever known to. He did not continue 

with me above a year; he went to Ireland, being: Jac 

- ſeduced by the alluring Mr. Hitchcock, who at- for 

that time drained my forces, by holding out 

douceurs from Kine DaLy of the Dublin Thea- l 

tre. At that place, I have been informed, the ra 


young, the ſpirited, the good Mr. Lane, formed in 
a. fatal attachment, fell into a decline, and died. 1 
I find with being weary. of theatrical hiſtory, . Cy 
and: the great tediouſneſs of the work I have in ind 
hand, the reader muſt now and then exeuſe me 1 
151 make an omiſſion, and am occaſionally. not ſo bla 
accurate as IJ could wiſh ; though as to date and 93 


. perſons, L do not in all this jumble.xecolle& any 
5 miſtake but I feel truly impatient to get to my 
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rale: For my eyes, from labour; Met and at 
tention, ſuffer» amazingly; I fear indeed hi 


will irretrievably have cauſe to lament a bleſſing | 
no book can recompence me for: But all this 


inen chit IT: takes from the” e in 
view. 


remarkable changes : 1 took the greateſt part of 


the company to Edinburgh races; ſecuring the 


Scotch part of the company in the north, under 
the direction of the ſenſible, truſty, 1 e 
good actor, he reſpectable Mr. Woods. 

Mr. Lewis, of Covent-Garden Tea was 
added alſo as a ſtrong cannon to ſecure my 
caſtle during the Edinburgh races; alſo Mrs. 


Jackſon; who was then well known as a per- | 
former ſome two or three previous ſeaſons at 


Edinburgh, fince that the lady managereſs. 

Mr. Lewis acted moſt of his favourite cha- 
rafters at Edinburgh; as Ranger, Atall, Charles 
in „The School for Scandal,” Doricourt, & . 


Mr. Bailey had been all the winter with the 


company in Edinburgh; a rich,- lor comedian 
indeed if I may be allowed the tem. 
Edinburgh races were brilliant as to an * aan 


blage of perſons of faſhion, and have greatly 


increaſed from that year. 


Mr. Jackſon (for Mrs. Jackſon's dense the 


week after: the races) produced a tragedy of his. 
own writing, called © Sir James Wallace,” 


In Leeds ſeaſon 1 1. is not eecolledt 8 
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5 the ſervice he could. 


9 kindneſs. 
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1 5 very 5 8 
wo teel profits, notwithſtanding. the diſtance of 200 
miles to Edinburgh, and 200 miles back to Vork 
5 cc The Belles Stratagem was 
Mr. Lewis was the Doricourt. On my n 
to York races, my friend Mr. Lewis again fa- 
voured me with his aſſiſtance; ſo that York 
at laſt actually became a kind of home to him. 
15 am certain I Was always glad. 285 | 


been much indebted to Mert | 


© Ways 


That ſeaſon L gave . 15 5 an 8 of. Mrs. 5 
. bald's for the following year, to oblige Mr. Har- 

' - risz who aſſured me ip future he © would (like 
Young. Woudbe in the Twin Rivals). do me all 
And indeed lately I. Have 


al 3 ris i in 8 ate dec 


IRE. © 


3 fo as to e gen- 


and 


n he Hale 


Mr. Bailey fa et 1 kad: 8 Ko I, en- 
fuing year. at York) when. the ſeaſon, finiſhed at 
Edinburgh, requeſted: the theatre for a benefit; 
and a8 I have e . cuſtoms: in my 


. one e ae an 5 88 . F new. innova- 
8 tions, unleſs ſubmitted to their own! conſider- 
: ation, and as ſuch adopted or rejected. 
5 Bailey fearing; the ſucceſs of his benefit—(che 
faſhionable ſeaſon being. over)—on. the week 


after my ſhort ſummer. ſeaſon, "Santee the 


Mr. 


20 35 90 as 2 certain ks to 1 nne TR . 
in his till, he advertiſed, ¶ London a-la-mode} A 
| the end of the FO, 4 HALE : PRICE u BR 
TAKEN. . . 
It is not more iy Pg Nadi Is erat $5 
upon as mean and as an affront, and no one per- 
ſon could be a greater favourite, as a comedian 
„s 1 remember Bailey) in any theatre, and hun- 
je WM dreds will aſſert the ſame; yet on that douceur 
being held forth to the public, after the third act, 
h- vat one perſon entered the doors: No or has half 
- price at Edinburgh, from chat years, 2780s, even -- 
ke been offered or cxbectcd:; [| 85 
all If the audience were unanimous at York, Hull, 
ve Leeds, & c. for eſtabliſhing the ſaid rule, and 
of. baniſhing the too prevailing cuſtom of half price, 
| would make the alteration ſpeedily, and eſtabliſh 
Ne the motion for my. and my heirs never to infringe- 
at or reſtore. it. again into practice, and aſſure myſelf 
fit; {Win the ſaid declaration, that neither the reader, 
my nor any other len or 100 will doubt 2m 
lar veracity. 15 | 5 
This i of Mr. Bailey's f at e Edinbur rh Ez 
was on Saturday, Auguſt 5 1780. FFF 
York races. immediately following, we all.” 
jogged back again acroſs the Tweed, with my 
new. acquiſition, . Mr. Bailey, who had full com- 
mand and poſſeſſion of the Scotch audience: 
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i” > WANDERING/P AT: 
lie; and: with the addition ak Mr. Lewis, x we 


5 opened the theatre on the Saturday (Auguſt 19th) 
previous to the race- week, 1 780 Mr. Lewis 

in Doricourt, and Mr. Bailer (his firſt 140237857 
ance), in the Mock Doctor 


Mr. Lewis had obſerved, when he firſt = Mr: 


Bailey play in Edinburgh, - that he wondered at 
the ſtrong: power he ſeemed- to have ſecured 


over that audience; and declared he did: not 


by any means approve of him as a comedian 
beyond mediocrity; but his ſhort time in Edin- 
burgh made a convert of Mr. Lewis to the Scotch 
opinion; and he ſaid he would not be liked at 
firſt at York, which was. a true prediction; for 
Mr. Bailey's performance of the Mock Doctor 
Vas very coolly received, and not well ed: 
Bailey's heart had fallen into a wrong place, he 
wiſhed himfelf back again, and the audience at 


Vork. would not have wiſhed to have retained 
him; yet a few nights experience had ſo power- 
ful and ſo contrary an effect, that in ſix months 
he was the idol comedian of the county. So 


what is to be faid inore,. than chat thele things 
were ſo— But . 


ag Wherefote ande Macbeth 5 . 


/ 


1 have not mentioned, that before alk circum- 


fſtance, Miſs MI. Ls, a very pretty girl, a charming 
kitle ERS cm wer, not as a ä but "Y 


_— 


cle from Scotland, to my Engliſh cam _ 
She captivated Mr. Chalmers, who by jumping 
out of the bed and into the bed, as Dolly Snip - 
ſays, and flying here, there, and every where, at 
laft, like Corinna and Dick, they conſented to 


put their little matters together, and they have 
done as well as the beſt of them. She had great 
merit in the girls; and I am told, at- Cheltenam 


and Worceſter ſhe was much approved in the 
Second Conſtantia, Lady Teazle, &c. However 


ſhe is no more; Death took a fancy to her: and 


if Mr. Chalmers can fancy and get ſuch another 
clever little woman, he will be the Double Gal- 
lant, and a lucky and enviable man. N 18 now | 
trying his fortune in America. 


While Mr. Lewis was with ae Je With dle 


powerful aſſiſtance of Mr. Harris, with large 
offers from his hand; and Mr. Lewis as liberal 


with an offer in the other hand, ſeduced my dear 
friend Mrs. Inchbald from me, though actually 
under article from Auguſt, 1780, until May, 
1781. But then Mr. Harris offered me-his friend- 
ip Mr. Lewis ſoothed -me—till at lengtt de- 


pending on a little bribe for the day, and a large 
promiſe for the morrow, I yielded up my fair 
one, and ſhe was conducted to the royal tent at 
Covent-Garden, where flaves and all paid due 
homage to ſo much beauty. Nor was that my 
only loſs at that eriſis; for be it known, that 
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whenever any provincial actor or actreſs makes 
any ſtride in the opinion of the audience, fame 
increaſing as ſhe goes, immediately ſets a Lon- 
don manager to level his dart, and ſay, that 
bird is mine I will have it: So my pupil, youn 9 
Suett, whom I had advanced to the firſt ſeat as 
a comedian at that time, and who was poſſeſſed 


of popularity, ſucceſs, & c. and was engaged to 


me on article, the ſame as was Mrs. Inchbald; 
but what are locks, bars, &c. Mr. Sheridan 


offered genteelly; 31 knew the actor's mind, after 
an offer from London, would never be happy, 


and the aſſiſtance of Mr. . would alleviate 


my loſs; though I did not by any means 1ma- 
gine Mr. Bailey would have got to the height 


of fame in Yorkſhire that he certainly did. 


When Mr. Suett produced Mr. Sheridan' 8 letter 


for my conſideration—1 ſaid, Why, Dick, Pl 
e tell you frankly what I think 3 Mr. Sheridan's 


cc offer has the appearance of liberality, and of 


« great future advantage and promiſe for your 


ec fathe and fortune But ſhips are but boards, 


« ſallors but men; there be land-rats and water- 
4 rats ;—obſerve this offer is but for o e ſeaſon, 


and the golden ſhower is not ſure to fall into 


et your lap; for on the contrary, if not entirely 

e approved by the London audience on your 
ce firſt onſet, you will be diſmiſſed and degraded, 
6; and return to Yorkſhire with boſs of _ 
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any merit. Lou are, Dick Suett, under an 
article to me, which article you muſt ſtrictiy 5 
« obey, unleſs Mr. Sheridan will give you a fair 
chance for your eſtabliſhment: for the uſe of 

« appearing before an audience has more Weight 
than audiences or critics are in general aware 
«of,” I therefore freely repreſented to Mr. 
Sheridan the good ſituation young Suett gave up, 
and the certain loſs of reputation, if returnec 
again upon my hands; but if he judged the ex 
periment of his abilities worth three years hazard, 
on an increaſing annual ſalary, he article ſubſiſt- r 
ing ſhould not be any bar to Mr. Suett's advances. | 1 
ment in life; as his behaviour and great attention” nl 
to his buſineſs, demanded every conſideratiocnn 
and juſtice on my part. Mr. Sheridan, with that 
generofity L expected to occur, did inſtantiy an- 

ſwer my letter; faid he thought my ſentiments 
perfectly right; and what between man and mann 
erer ſhould be conſidered: If I would give up tile 
power Over Mr. Snett I then poſſeſſed; he would 
gage him for three years, on increaſing terms; © 
and did not doubt but he would deſerve a lafting).. | 
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8uett was rec, ai his has juſtified: my Sola 
mendation and opinion; 3 and I doubt not in a 
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- 5 very few Sa e this day's writi 


will rank as a foremoſt comedian on e .. 
Theatre, for his eee and. therk 10NoL 


our Yorkſhire:Theatres. . 


Quere Were I to mites by ee Com, a 


; to Mr. Sheridan, doubtleſs the ſame politeneſs 


would give an immediate anſwer ? So the reader 
would naturally ſuppoſe: But n Turk ih opinion 


inclines me to Velen 1 nen * a e r 


In 1780, Mr. Fa, once 1 an ert 
| ment at Wakefield Theatre, but ſorry am I in 
my tablet of memory to relate, that | the ſame 
lack of curioſity prevailed again; but it was be- 
fore the races and did not ſucceed Thoꝰ not more 
extraordinary than the Edinburgh half price.— 
There are many managers would not be diſpleaſed 
if the audience inſiſted on nothing under full 
price, and the cuſtom in that reſpect is various: 
The reader may depend on it as a fakt, that at 
Dublin, Mr. Colman's Hay-Market Theatre, 
Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Mancheſter,” and many 


Theatres of leſſer note which I could enumerate, 


nothing under full price, nor at Sadlers Wells, 


i FS; and other places; go on the ſame night 
to Mr. Sheridan's Theatre in the Hay-Market, 
you are admitted at half price; go to Mr. Col- 


man's Theatre only acroſs the gutter, and no half 
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heard or chought of. But 1 want a whip 
over. my lied derin order to proceed on buſineſs. 
Mr. Bailey, got moſt rapidly forward at Tork: 
He was univerſally beloved by the company, =. » 
I believe, without an enemy, a very, very extraor- 
di nary aſſertion indeed. He will be better known 
to the reader, on inquiring after the late Mr. 
| O'Reiley (which was his real name) of the Dublin 
Theatre, where he died, to the regret of all who | : 
| knew him, in the Spring 1991. His Jobſon, 
Don Choleric, Mock Doctor, Scrub, and man, 
characters were ſterling: But I mult leave mr 
hiſtory of him for the preſent, as I ſhall have = 
ſpeak of his departure from York, ſome time 
later than the date of Auguft 1 780, and I will 
here introduce Miſs Scrace from the Dublin - 
Theatre, an actreſs of great ſenfibility and merit. 
(aſter to Mrs. Smith, then my principal firſt lady . 
actreſs) and will be recognized by the readers, as 
Mrs. BaTzs, ſome few years ſince in the Covent- 
Garden Theatre: An aCtrefs worthy of the 
ſttuation e poſſeſſed there, and where ſhe was re- 
tained, till that univerſal foe to the merits and 
demerits of all mankind, Death, took her from 
our buſtling r life, Ehope to a more 
peaceable a zode.. Her death was a tedious lin- 
gering eee had when engaged to me, that 
lady E a Mer a1 RI 15 Health: a 


Velune I. " —S  - 
net ol 
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1E WA ND ERING . 4 
Wich Mr. Bailey nd my diem Sock 


en 1 proceeded as uſual to Wakefield and ; 
_ Doncaſter, and gave up my rule in Scotland. 5 
my Mr. Roſs in conſequence let the Theatre to £7 
x the well-known: Ty" honeſt Mr. een of 
Dublin. 8 TY 


As to Wakefield 5 e I 1785, 1 do 
not at this moment recollect any circumſtance 
Worth relating, but Mr. Bailey pleaſed more and 
more at thoſe . towns every night he appeared. 
From thence, late i in October, we went to Hull. 

. Mr. Johnſon, a comedian, had left me for Scot- 
5 land; but his being appointed for Mr. Sterling 
7 one night, inſtead of Oram, in May 1780, the 
troubleſome man, to my infinite ſatisfaction, gave 
= me ſerious warning to quit. the ſtage: He had 
obtained by ſtrict  ceconomy, fix or ſeven hun- 
U dAred pounds, which late in life he ſunk at 10 per 
cent. to ſome friend or friends; and with a be- 
nefit granted by me to him at Hull, October 31, 
= 3 he took his laſt fare wel of that ſtage; but 
àaave him a benefit yearly at York till his death, 
5 which happened in the ſummer „„ 
For the credit of Vork, Oram knew ano wants 
"ae" a better temper :- He was truly a ſelf-tor- 
mentor. His benefits were particularly ſup- 
3 by the honourable fraternity of Free and 
Accepted Maſons; by that worthy body he was 
. well reſpected: For l he . ATE * his 


+ 
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A; I ſhould behave very ill if 1 accuſed 


him of more than pettiſh, troubleſome foibles. 
Mr: Buck (whoſe real name is Bucknall) was 
ſeized ſuddenly that ſeaſon on the ſtage, with a 


delirium, when acting the Serjeant in the Schem- | 


ing Lieutenant: He never appeared on the ſtage 


after Dec. 1, 1780, but took a benefit for ſome _ 
ſeaſons at Hull and York. . Hear it, ye actors! 


and hear it, Tate Wilkinſon | the ſaid Mr. Buck- 


nall has been off the ſtage ever ſince the year 1780, 


and now lives independent, without any wants 


beyond his income; anarber inſtance for Tork 
Theatre to boaſt !—his ſalary only ſixteen ſhillings. 


per week, and a benefit at York, Hull, and 


Leeds, in yearly courſe, and thoſe benefits never 
more than /o, p The receipt of his beſt houſe 
would have made modern London actors ſtare 


and laugh, and laugh and ſtare. Another cir- 
cumſtance for our credit is; ; the Bath and Torx 
play- bills are not loaded with interludes, and 
ſuch puffs as certainly degrade, even in Lon- 
don, at benefits, and raiſe my wonder. But ſome 
bills in the country, and even in regular theatres, 


occaſion, 'by their prepoſterous length, not only 


contempt. and expence, but laughter, and by the 


-conſtant repetition anſwer no purpoſe or end 


but the printer v. I know more than one brother 
manager of genius, with whom I am ſecretly 
often Oy angry; for the * length 8 
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their bills, as I: am certain it cannot. Aut any 
good purpoſe; but in ſhort, Every manager ſhould 
judge for himſelf. I do not ſay every actor, 
1 becauſe on his benefit night, What he or ſhe 

would abuſe, as a brother actor's bill, they Would 
recommend as excellent for their own night; and 
what is more extraordinary, make himſelf or _ 


herſelf believe he is ſpeaking truth; For we 


ſpeak and ce very differently when cell intereſt 


18 concerned. Mr. Wilſon' 8 benefit-bill of Edin- 
burgh, 1793, would cover the bed. of Ware.— 


Actors give parts and plays a very different ac- 


count, at the club in the e evening, of What is ſent 


by the manager, and what is offered for benefits 
by themſelves; 3 and I am ſorry to fay that the 
public are too apt to like ſuch baits, follow the 
ſhade, and leave the ſubſtance. : * player- 


| folks. will be talking. To lay A tax upon our 


tongues, would be judged and felt as ſeverely As 


by Fatima in Cymon. But TI fear my talking of 
reformation. will not produce any effect, unleſs 
1 could reform myſelf, and that I do. not find fo | 
ealy as to aſſume the wiſdom I do not poſſeſs. 5 
Hull ſeaſon, that year, was as calm in- the 
Theatre as its own regular rolling Humber. 5 1 3 
had neither ſtorms nor tempeſts to ſhake our | 
theatrical buſh. In January 1781, We ſolemnly | 
entered 05 all be-winter-clad 25 the SE zug. an- 
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cient Vork eity; 5 there all was. quiet, neither 15 
broils nor diſcontent. Mr. Kemble acted Ham- ; 


let for his benefit, and gave a Lecture on Public 


Speaking. To ſay it was pronounced with good 15 | 
_ emphaſis and. good di ſcretion, would be. as un- 


neceſſary, as for me to aſſert that Mr. Thomas 
Wright, printer in Leeds, 1 is an honeſt, cheerful; 


 lvely and friendly good man: —All his acquaint- 


ance will BY, 6 There needs no ghoſt to tell us 8 


that.“ 5 
Vork winter 1 1781, 1 a The- 


atrical Fete, which was conducted well, and in . 
general much approved at Vork. It was alſo 


acted at Hull. The firſt divifon conſiſted of 


the. ſpeeches of Brutus and Mark Anthony, in 8 . 
the zd act of © Iulius Cæſar.) The ſecond divi- 


fon was ftom Maſliager's 8 6 Roman Actor: To 
"hols: who have not rea 
the ſtage, they have much pleaſure and i improve- 
ment to come. Mr. Kemble appeared to infinite 
advantage in Paris: It was indeed on his accbunt 
I had taken the pains of ſelecting the ſcene; and 
as an inſtance, Mr. Kemble did not think it un- 
worthy”. of notice, he has repeated it at Dublin, 
with great applauſe; and though ſo univerfally 
ſtudied in all theatrical wrecks and curioſities, | 


believe it had efcaped even his notice, until 1 5 
had the honour of ſoliciting his kind attention 


and the” ieee of that character. 5 The 
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1 06 : THE WANDERING 1 PATENTER. Z 
third divifion was the 4th act of Shakeſpear's 


7 Henry IV.” where 1 pleaſed myſelf with acting 
. the King; and all the parts were completely at- 


tended to. The laſt performance was three acts 


from Dr. Young' g 6c Brothers,” The whole re- 


ceived much approbation. Mr. Cummins had 
great merit in Perſeus : But to enter into parti- 


culars on a principal performer in my company, 
without ſpeaking of others, would be unjuſt; and 


to ſpeak of all would be a voluminous taſk. He 
1 5 (Mr. Cummins) has better praiſe as an actor than 
T can give him; the general voice of our Tork- 
| ſhire audiences are the beſt vouchers. 5 


To the PUBLIC. 


. A gentleman of taſte and experience in the FER world, 
having mentioned to Mr. Wilkinfon, that he intended giving 
an evening's entertainment at a London Theatre, under the 


title of“ Humovrs and PAss tons; or, Thz Senor or 


SHAKXESPEAR,''—Mr. Wilkinſon thought fuch a plan might 
be agreeable to the Vork audience, and give great ſcope to 
performers, in trying their different abilities; but on reflection, 
has judged it an injury to the ſtage to take piece - meal, eſta- 
bpliſhed ſtock plays, for the purpoſe, ſuch as The Merchant of 
Venice, Hamlet, Henry VIII: Othello, &, &c. but is of opinion, 


and humbly ſubmits td the public, if he could bring forward 


_ detached ads from SnAxxSFTEZAR, MassIiNGER, and others, 
Where the greateſt beauties are to be found, and from ſuch 
plays as are entirely, or in a great meaſure, loſt to the ſtage, it 
would be affording a nouwelle and inſtructive amuſement for 


one night's performance. As for inſtance: The third act of 


; e Ceſar, by Shakeſpear, may be averred equal to 7 thin lng 
| he ever wrote; but the laſt act, performed even by the 
actors, cannot claim attention, and requires great care to pre- 
vent laughter. The ſame may be ſaid of 5 be Winters Tale, 
and The Taming of the Shrew, yet both are made excellent pieces, 
in three acts, by Mr. Garrick.— Love i . Left ; the three 
1 oi Te! VI. Troilus and TOTS ; _— and Cleopatra z 
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Richard II. &c. notwithſtanding they mare, i in particular ſcenes, | 
the fire and maſterly ſtrokes of his wonderful pen, equal to 
the beſt of his works; yet, on the whole, they are ſo little calcu- 
lated, for ſtage effect at preſent, . that moſt of thoſe mentioned 

may be pronounced as entirely confined to the cloſet, unleſs by 
the means here propoſed. He therefore intends the following 
as a ſpecimen, which, if accepted, and honoured with the ap- 
probation of the audience, there is a fund of entertainment in 
ſore, that may be collected in 7 eme manner from ſeveral- 
obſolete authors, - 


- PLUm INC Ee ay Hogs 


On Faivay En 3 © ſw 18, TY will be „ 
4 SELECTED ENTERTAIN MENT,. 
F AEEN FROM © 
83 MASSINGER, and Dr, YOUNG, 


Ii Eo. 


URS AND PASSIONS; - 
1 a Fe cte.. 


: 97 Dt IN SEVERAL DIVISIONS. 
= IHE. FIRST FROM 


SHAKESPEAR's JULIUS: CESAR. 


SECOND DIVISION TAKEN FROM 


As ROMAN AC TOR. 
(With DECORATIONS, &c.) 


1 HOUSE COMPANION—+ This play was conſidered by its author, and 
by —_ 3 poets, his eotempotaries, to have been the moſt perfect work 
his Minerva, as appears from his on Epiſtle Deicatoty,. and by no leſs than 
fix ſeveral copies of Verſes prefixed to it, It could not, therefore, fail of meet-- 
ing with ſucceſs in the repreſentation, It was reyived- with ſome alteration, 
and printed in 1722, in five acts; and even before that time Mr. Betterton oc- 
caſioned it to 'be got up, and gained great applauſe in the part of the Roman 
A which he himſelf performed, The Vorof tem it _ be found i in 0 e | 
ths reign of Bunte: and the foane lies at Rog | 


J. this DIVISION will be n _ 
A DEFENCE of the STAGE, 


By Paris, the Roman Actor, in anſwer to an 3 
tion e * it by the Senate. 


Pauls, n Mr. KEMBLE. . 
1 


nis s or besen abet call i it Which: you ; 


pleaſe, was well. received at Vork, Leeds, and 


| e and SNL oe to Mr. le 8 
| reputation. 

In the Roman Actor; r Keimbte 8 was par- 
| ticularly. impreſſive; indeed I thought it was cal- 
culated for his powers, and was much pleaſed. 
with the attention he paid to my ſelection- As 
many perſons may not have peruſed Maſlinger, 
1 here inſert the ſcene: It is well worth being 
locked in the brain of every wel-wiſher to*the 
drama; therefore I make no. apology for what I 
think wilt have a general and welcome reception; 
and am often ſurpriſed that many performers are 
not more univerſally read in matters of ſuch. 


utility, for their own. e improvement, 
and TIO „ 


RON AC rox. 255 
SN THE SENATE. | . "I 


| Licrons, 6 Fur eus, Rusricws, OY 


Pants, LATIN US, 4 ane al ſequered. 
er, Cite Paris the e . 
Far. Hoe — EE Fr 
Aret. Stand forth; RE THEE ALL Kaye de 


In thee, as being the chief Fol 99g prſeſon, 1 


I do accuſe the quality of treaſon, * VVL 
As libellers againſt the ſtate and Cæſa . 
Par. Mere accuſations are not * my Tord; 3 
| Is what Are we delinquents? | 8 wo 


Aret. Vou are FR EN 
That ſearch into the nk ot of the time, 


And, under feign'd names, on the ſtage pr es 
Actions not to be touch'd at; and traduce - 


' Perſons of rank and quality of both lexes, 
And with fatir ical and bitter. jeſts | 

Make ev'n the ſenators ridiculous 

To the plebeians. = : 

Par, If I free not myſelf, A 
(And, in myſelf, the reſt of my 3 8 
From theſe falſe imputations, and prove 
That they make that a libel which the poet | 
Writ for a comedy, ſo acted too, 
It is but juſtice that we undergo 


£ 
2 %. 
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Aret. Are you on the ſtage; 
Tou talk ſo boldly ? _ 

Par. The whole world being one, | 
This place 1s not exempted z and Iam _ 
So confident in the Juſtice of our cauſe, _ . 
That I could with Cæſar, in whoſe great name 
All kings are comprehended, ſat as judge, 
To hear our plea, and then determine of us. 
If to expreſs a man ſold-to his luſts 
Waſting the treafure of his time and fortunes . 
In wanton dalliance, and to what ſad end 
A wretch ſo giv'n over does arrive at, 
Deterring careleſs youth, by his example, f 
From ſuch licentious courſes; laying open 


The ſnares of bawds, and the conſuming arts 4 


Of prodigal trumpets, can deſerve reproof; 33 

Why are not all your golden principles, 

Writ demn * grave philoſophers, to * ruct us 
„„ 1 
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To chooſe fair virtue for our guide, not t ple ea ire 
Condemn'd unto the fire? 
Sura. There's ſpirit in this. e 


Par. If, to inflame = 
The noble youth with an ambitious heat 
T'indure the froſts of danger, nay of death, 
Jo be thought. worthy the triumphant wreath 
By glorious undertakings, may deſerve  __ 
Reward, or favour, from the common-wealth, 
Actors may put in for as lar ge a ſhare 1 
As all the ſects of the philoſophers; 3 
They which could precepts ( perhaps ſeldom read) 
Deliver, what an honourable thing 
The active virtue is. But does chat fire | 
N The blood, or ſwell the veins with emulation 1 5 . 
| To be both good and great, equal to that 
Which'is preſented on our theatres? | 
Let a good actor, in a lofty ſcene, _ 
| Shew great Alcides honour'd in the ſweat _ 
Of his twelve labours; or a bald Camillus LO: 
Forbidding Rome to be redeem'd with gold . 
From the inſulting Gauls; or Scipio 5 
After his victories impoſing tribute 
On conquer'd Carthage. If done to the life, 
As if they ſaw their dangers, and their . 5 
And did partake with them in their rewards, 
| All that have any ſpark of e eg Fn 
Ihe flothful arts laid by, eee to be | 
L.uke thoſe they ſee preſented. 
FTT 
The Conſuls to their whiſper. 
Frar. But tis urg d 
That 1 we carte n and tralyce — ** 


THE wa [DEF 


we bring a vice upon the ſtage, 
That does g0 off unpuniſhed? Do we teach, 
By the ſucceſs of wicked undertakings, | 
Others to tread in their forbidden fteps 2 
We ſhew-no arts of Lydian pandariſm; 
- Corinthian paiſons, Perſian flatteries, oo © 
But mulcted ſo in the conclufion, that, © 
Ev'n thoſe ſpectators, that were ſo Prey | 
| Go home chang'd men. And, for rraducing ſack» 
That are above us, publiſhing to the — | 
Their ſecret crimes, we are as innocent 
As ſuch as are born dumb. When we prelent 
An heir, that does conſpire againſt the life 
Of his dear parent, numb' ring ev'ry hour 5 
He lives, as tedious to him, if there be 
Among the auditors one whoſe conſcience tells him; 
He is of the ſame mould we cannot help it. 
Or, bringing on the ſtage a looſe adultreſs, 
That does maintain the riotous expenſge 
of him that feeds her greedy Juſt, yet ſuffers © 1 
1 The lawful pledges of a former bed . 
| | Teo ſtarve the while for hunger; if a Matrons- 
However great in fortune; birth, or titles, 5 
Guilty of ſuch a foul,” unnatural ſin, 
Ery out, is writ for me we cannot help it 7 
Org. when a covetous man's.expreſs'd, -whoſe wealth: 
_ Arithmetic cannot number; and whoſe a ty 5 
A falcon in one day cannot fly over, 
Vet he ſo ſordid in his mind, ſo griping, . „ 
As not to afford himſelf the neceſſaries : 8 55 
To maintain life; if a „„ i 
( Tho' honour'd with a conſulſhip) find himself WT 
Touch'd to the quick f in this — we cannot belp i it . 5 
1 F . 
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On, when we ſhew a judge that che 
And will give up his ſentence, as he eee _ 
The perſon, not the cauſe, ſaving the 3 3 
If of his faction, and as oft 299114 Iii 
The innocent out of particular ſpleen 4 
Tf any in this reverend affembly; 1 75 
Nay ev'n yourſelf, niy Lord, that are the i image: 
Of abſent Cæſar, feel ſomething in your boſom: 
That: puts you in rememb rance of things paſt, 
Or things intended tis not in us to help it. 
I! ve ſaid, my, lord: And now, as you __ cauſe, 
; Oc cenſure us, on free us with . 
Lat. Well pleaded, on my life; 1 erer fa un, | 
Act an orator's. part before. 
Aſop. We might have given 
T en double fees to Regulus, and ver | £ 
Our cauſe deliver d worſe. ken avidin: 


Enter paarnzhivs. e 

Aret. What ſhaut is that: 
Parth, Cæſar our lord, married to conqueſt, is 10 

Return d in triumph. | 

Aret. Break up the Db we e will reſerve to ies 

The cenſure.of this aaf, +; 


All. Long! life T0: 888 8 80 c bier n Exeunt: 


Aher our Face, s Ge. we > poſted in. dur to. 


Leeds. 


Leeds had not 5 into e e er Hirt folk ” 
| as I had flattered my hopes with from. ſo rich and: 


numerous a town of inhabitants, ſo we only went 


on a tireſome . jog. trot 3 and to make my ſum- 


mer ag W as e bed ele 'Theat 


> 


f. 


fu 
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populous, a company truly excellent, as the liſt 


will prove, and ſo ſuperior to any ever ſeen there; 


with the advantage of wardrobe, & c. would in- 


fure me every ſucceſs. I had engaged Mrs. 
SILVERTHORNE, a young woman then poſſeſſed of 
a wonderful fine vofce. Mr. Suett, from Drury- 
Lane, added his affiſtance to Bailey's, and victory, 
was, I imagined, certain. But before I make a. 

a triumphal entry or ovation into Sheffield, Imuſt 


mention. that my friends; Mr. and Mrs. Hitch-- 
cock and Mr. Charles Wood again left me, not 
only for the Hay- Market, but to Mr. Daly, at 
Dublin. 


„% Dublin hoe,“ in the following autumn. 


Jam now, with the reader's permiſſion and p pa- 


tience, to attack the town of Sheffield, where, 


fearleſs of their ſteel weapons, I expected large 
and willing contributions from the worthy plaßx 
admirers. They had had for. two or. three years, 5 
wretched companies at Sheffield; the proprie- 


tors did not get their rent; and the very name 


of player was ſneered at, and held in the higheft. 
rontempt. It being the race week was ſufficjient, 
added to the hint of novelty, that tempted me, 
the Wanderer; but, like the Prodigal Son, 1ez—- 


| rene hard fare in that. ee to In. Sb, 


ny 
for a fortnight 3: ;- not doubting but a 8 ſo 


Mr. Hitchcock went as ſub-manager,. 
prompter, & c. neuer to return; and he'inveigled. 


alſo Mr. Keble, Mr. Lane, and others,. all for- 
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Found be and food were to be kad there 
as well as at any other place, as indeed their 
market is plentiful, and as good as it is plentiful, 
but as to money, none that I-could lay hold of. 
The ux at Sheffield Theatre, the races and 
the week following, in June 1981, were, Mr. Wil- 
kinſon; Mr. Kemble z; Mr. Smith 3 Mr. Suett; 
Mr. Chalmers; Mr. Leng; Mr. Bailey; Mr. 
| Tyler; Mr. Lane; Mr. mnt, 5 "We: * 1 
and Mr. Cummins. 
Pbe woMEN were, Mrs. Smith Mrs: Silver: 
chorne; Mrs. Cummins; Mrs. 57 FR: hal- 


mers; and Miſs Serace. | 
* 


| 1 . Were the receipts at 6c. 
5 -Firf receipt Wedneſday, June 13, U 
= 1781, e The Chapter of Aeci- * 6 81 
dents“ and © 'The TINGS of Bacon” | acre fe 
was only T 2 
Second mech. 
5 nor,“ 8 3 
Third receigt—< The R evenge” and % 2 
p ad en,, : 0 | 
5 1 a antenne, 3j; 2 1 W. 
5 2 en ee een the! race. eek) 75 


bee a9 


. reeipt—Monday bene; 1 
cam = Theatrical Fete, h | oy ad 


Sixth receipt. Tueſday the 19th—]. 
Meſt the dancer, promiſed doing Wt 
Wonders, with a Pantomime, &c. Fx 
and the ee. of © The Bro- a 
. 8 
Seventh receipt—Mr. Wilkinſon's be-); 
nefit on Thurſday, June 21“ 
| The new comedy of Diſſipa- 8 5 8 
tion, © Ode on the Paſſions,” by ee 
Mr. Kemble, the new farce of 


Tom Thumb,” and the fol. 5 


Forty begging pt, ob- | ga 


«© Mr. Wilkinfon Ras taken the fi ed 


up his name for a benefit, on account of the 


great and inconceivable expence incurred by the 
few nights che company have had the honour of 


performing at the Sheffield theatre. He there- 


fore hopes Thurſday next, as Bis night, will not 
be Judged inirudiag. or een on BIO Decay: 
N. B. eee pounds: of the above. rec pt 
was in the boxes. err Ao | 
"The eighth receipt and loft add we! 
on the F riday, el: . AN 16 
v8. 5 3 


| One © hundred and: cnn Soma . 
illings for eight plays, my beneſit being 
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one. No- wonder IJ was conſiderably. 0 out ok 
Hence it is plainly evident, that 8 ſubſcribers. 
in a body, with the apparent oſtentation of pro- 

viding for the entertainment of the public, 

eſtimate too much value on the property; (Liver- 
pool of late ſeaſons has been an exception to 
ſuch obſervation 3) for certainly a livehhood 
ſhould be ſuppoſed almoſt to a certainty beyond 


_ charged rent. But in general they ſtate. the 


rent as trifling, and the emoluments as great. 

In the courſe of this narrative, the reader will 
ſee at Sheffield I did not clear near the rent my 
beſt ſeaſon there; yet the ſubſcribers have raiſed 
I enormouſly ſince that time ;—the conſequence 
is, that not two ſeaſons have yet. occurred where 


3 profit has. followed the labour to any manager: 


But there are always deſperate people who will 
give any price; and the director of a company at 
Tadcaſter would promiſe a better entertainment, 
than that given at York, and what is more ex- 
| traordinary, would obtain belief, though a very 
fittle knowledge of a theatre would explain. ſuch 
aà circumſtance vague and impracticable. 
From my Sheffield diſgraceful enterprize I re- 
turned to Leeds, and in a few weeks after hired 
Edinburgh theatre once more, and on moderate 
terms from Mr. Roſs, and opened it on July 23, 
3 u and * * e without ap 


* 
4 
ba - 


] 1 1 

n aſſiſta ce, were received with Sas 
and as. warmly. ſupported. Indeed 1 do not re- 
collect one play but what Was approved; which - 
proves the advantage Where a good company, 
with willing tempers, are together for ſome time, 
which was the caſe that memorable ſeaſon. How- 
ever, for the whole repreſentation, I think I can 
aver, take the plays altogether, they never were 

ſo thoroughly well Played At. Tanne as at 


1 


e ene there. » were N rem pts ee of 
merit, and all the inferior parts were then in 
hands much better than are often ſeen. Mr. 
Bailey, their old favourite, they had not ſeen for 
the whole year. Mr. Suett came to me that Tear. 
for the ſummer. ſeaſon, . and had never before 
actedꝭ at Edinburgh: — Mrs. Woods. was there.— 
Mr. Kemble. was a novelty, which, as well as his 5 
riſing and real merit and genius, recommended 
him to claim public favour. We played the week 
following, and I cloſed with The Duenna and 
“The Critic,” for my benefit, in which Mr, 
Kemble acted Puff. I took my leave and was 
honoured, 115 WAY. . With. acclamations of ar- 6 
probation, - 1 5 . 
'Fhe ds previous to York races was 7 
caſtle aſſize week; and at the deſire, and influence 
of My. Bradley, then idee 1 obtained. 


JO, © 
* | 


£ 


lowing, Auguſt the 19 


| monarchy could have beſtowed :— 


we had the week be als Abne at Ec bach: — 
1 Hard work in hot weather A. 


We were favoured 


every night, and E was a great 


- gainer. We left Newcaſtle'« on the Sunday fol- 
a, and opened on Mon- 
day the 20th, at York races, truly wearied with 
fatigue, but not, thank God, in want of proven - 
Ade'er after the hard duty from. Leeds to Sheffield, 
from Sheffield back again to Leeds, and then 
5 from Leeds to Edinburgh, and from Edinburgh 
to Newcaſtle, and not a play night omitted be- 
tween Newcaſtle and 


York, where we all ſafely 


arrived, myſelf truly haraſſed and unfi 


e at York, in Lady 


27, 1781. 


in her force on the audience, as ſhe has deſervedly 


been by her exaltation in an honourable marriage 
: with a gentleman: of fortune, experience, and 
underſtanding, by which ſhe is uplifted to an en- 
viable and independent ſtate, far ſuperior to what 


a tragedy train, with all the applauſe that mock 


— 


re rarely the lot of the more exalted... - 
Mr. Kemble acted Jaffier at York, on Friday, 
e 31, the week following the races, being 


"ws laſt ali of his ee 3 


- 
-* 


fit for ſer-- 
12 and here we played every night again. 
Mifs Fanny Kemble was engaged at that time, 

and made her firſt appearance 

Ip Townly, the week after the races, Auguſt 

She had a ſtrong underſtanding, 
and a fine informed mind; but was not ſo happy 


baia ; 


calle, 
the 
1 
Sigiſ 
greet 

＋ 
do he 
ther. 
too ſe 
Whicl 
of the 
of hi 
on ſe 
when 
dents 


| 95 * 
At Doncaſter Mr. Stephen Krün was en- 
gaged, and made his firſt e in ms Earl. 
of Eſſex, in October 178 1. 
The Beggar's Opera reverſed (4 Aae ml 2 
Londr } was. acted at Doncaſter, Hull, &c. and. 
really and truly well; and with propriety I mean 
as «well as ſuch an improper performance could be 
conducted; but London gave the ſanction, ſo in 
dhe poor country theatre it could not be deemed: 
| unpardonable to the trying TO to longs, in _ | 
tſteps of our betters. 
Iwill now fly by night c or ts to ; Ol King- 
ſton-upon-Hull for the ſeaſon 1981. —_ 

The pretty Mrs. Simpſon (by 1 . 
called the Diamond in Cotton Lv was engaged for | 
tue winter, 1781: She made her firſt appear- 
ance on Friday, Oftober the 26h; at Hull, in. 
Sigiſmunda, 8 was I with N . 
greeting. 

The Nas. Ir. Milner of Hull, t talents. 
do honour.to his fituation, and tho' not, like ſome - 
tthers, a wolf in ſheep's clothing, yet was rather 
too ſevere that year, 1781, in his Stage Strictures ; 
which ſtage in fact being authoriſed by the laws. 
of the land, it is not becoming in a lamb: like paſtor 
885 of his flock to enter into libel, even bordering; 
Pon edition, as ſome have done, as will be proved, 
when I arrive at the period to recount the inci- 


ng dents and adventures of * 1 OY be 
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compelled to be: more open in my opinion; Sf 


when I come to anſwer 'fome of the libertics 


taken by Mr. Garwood and Mr. Dikes of Hull, 
I will entertain them with a circumſtance: that 
occurred in conſequence of ſuch doQtrine:. Such 

eedoms in a pulpit, whence pure religion only 


ſhould ſpring, certainly exceeds: the bounds of 


charity and meekneſs; and whenever: a preacher 


permits his rancour to: pronounce' damnation too 
freely, it is ſurely being too familiar with the 
aſſumed knowledge of God's holy purpoſes.— 


However, ſuch perfuafive'orators prov 


lent company for the players in the world to 
come, and as Don Manuel ſays, Kings, Lords, 
and common W s muſt die; therefore 
Methodiſm retains all the Birds of Paradiſe itſclf, 
and crams Kings, Peers, Peereſſes, Knights, La- 
dies, Lawyers, and Actors into the pit, all to 
be unhappy together, to crowd the ſhades below 
for the Devil's benefit, while the fanatical enthu- 


ſiaſt, full of ſelfconceit, like Satan, grins hor- 


ribly aghaſt. Indeed there are very few inſtances 
where tabernacle orators ever carry the marks of 


benignity or happineſs in their features, but on 


the contrary, a fixed hypocritical gloom proves 
the heart and mind not fo: certain of the hea- 


venly paſſport as they vainly boaſt, but, like me, 2 


nner, are fearful of che day of examination, 
hen G od 8. cle . will doubtleſs. ſoften 


_— 
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party; for victory is no more to a certainty ob- 


lom were in the churches, and all taken from the 


ſerious repreſentation of character. 


n 

" Widced the peculiarity of that gentleman” s Tecom-. 
es ; 
; endation of St. Ignatius“ as a capital play in” 


THE WANDERING 2. b ENTEE. 5 12 : 


Indeed fuck: controverſies as the ag and the 
preachers, much offend many, and does not 
eſcape cenſure, laugh, and contempt from either 


tained by zealous fanaticiſm and fury, than the 
poet's laſh can convince the ovil-minded bigot.— 
Every piece that honours the Lord is proper for 
the ſtage, as Miſs Hannah More's Daniel in 
the Lion's Den,“ „ Moſes in the Bull Ruſhes, 
with corrections and alterations, where- the ex- 
preſſions are too ſolemn and ſublime I do not 
mean the ſacred parts of Holy Writ: But be 
it obſeryed, the firſt plays ever acted in this king- _ 


Bible and New Teſtament ; what is good cannot 
be out of time and place, whether in a cathedral 
or in a theatre. Mr. Sheridan may joke on good 
plays, as in his Critic, but that is no reaſon that 
ſuch a whimſical ſimilitude of paſſages ſhould be 
underſtood, that Hamlet's or Cato's ſoliloquies 
re ridiculous, becauſe ſpoken on ne hi in che s 


As a) chronologiſt J could not polfbly' Seid N 
he mentioning the Rev. Mr. Milner's name „ 


1781, and the only one worth the attention of - 
18 congregation, makes it unavoidable, without 


caning the. leaſt offence to ſo e an 8 : 
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| | talents that would adorn any fituation; conſe. 
quently he commands every reſpect from me, 


_ tention to offend, but a worm will be irritated at 


Dykes. 


To arduous a taſk to make a player love the taber-| 


nacle; I have known many inſtances of the latter: 
But I never can conceive that abuſe, illiberal in 


and charity to all mankind. Mr. Milner mot 


certainly did aver in an anxious moment, that the 


excellenttragedy. Though certainly if the reader 
can be prevailed on to read that wonderful moſi 
wonderful performance, there needs no gift of 


| Reverend Divine, nor to the credit of the mana - 


5 ger who had it acted. For ſuch a frivolous 
_ contradiction. to common ſenſe, true piety, and 


leu AY; of his l 225 (0 late as FLY 5 3) produce 
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ineſtimable good character, accompanied wit 
unaided by compliment or inſincerity. For my 
own. part, I utterly abhor and diſclaim. every in- 


times from cruſhing enemies when trodden on, 


and ſuch I muſt ee Mr. Garwood: m__ Mr, 


It would be at I 5 to mak A convert 
of a violent democrat to an ariſtocrat, than to 
make a methodiſt like the playhouſe; but not 


the extreme, can flow from true religion, faith, 


dear Saint Ignatius was highly meritorious and an 
prophecy that it will not add to the taſte of the 


grace, never was or can be equalled. 
Doctor Young, who needs no e in the 


As; 5 
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His 3 of .« Phe Brothers, (to mention i 
play of „ The Revenge” is almoſt needleſs,) and. 


Addiſon, the revered and beloved Addiſon, Pun 


fired his Heir-at-law to ſee him on his death-bed, 
to witneſs how. a Chriſtian could die, and on 


that occaſion did not confeſs any pangs on his 
conſcience, nor with hypocriſy tremble, and 


doubt for his having wrote two naughty plays, 


Cate and” The Drummer.“ Let this teach 
ſtubborn Superſtition and Spleen to hide their 


envious and baneful A 489 mm and goal 
out of ſight. „ : 


Iwill 3 8 * are many warkidads 


plays—the Bible itſelf is not without paſſages - 


which might be expunged, and with reverence and. 


propriety ; but at the ſame time be it remembered 
and obſerved, that there are many villainous 


ſermons, and ſometimes: the preacher (like the 
player) not a whit better or ſuperior to the ſermon. 


Take the bad plays, bad players, bad preachers, and 
bad ſermons, ſhake them together, and the firſt A | 
drops will not be worth ſtooping to take up: 
And after all An honeſt man's the nobleſt 
« work of God. 35 And reader, obſerve, that when 


even you meet a true Quaker, you may perchance 
diſcover! pride, but never, no never the marks of 
deſpondeney {auhich ever  glaringly accompany” 
"ypocriſy to ſhade the hilarity of a contented. 
Kart. 1 U and I gran WENN me 


5 


5 


\ 
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"of t Gay 8 ſong i in the Beggar' 4 0 era, whi 
entreat permiſſion here to . 


Through = hs: employments of 12 wn ” . 
Each neighbour abuſes his br other 5 ww 85 
Whore and rogue they call hufband and wife: - 


All profeſſions be-rogue one another 25 188 1 8 
The prieſt calls the player a cheat, | 


The player be-knaves the . Lau 
And the ſtateſman, becauſe he's ſo great, 
Thinks his trade as honeſt as mine. 


See this truly reſſ pectable hired er, Mr: NI. 
mer, of whom I ſpeak with great eſtcem, 25 
| really a pious man, though at thit time hurried 
into extremes, (and I beg I may be ſeriouſly ſo 
underſtood) yet that gentleman did aver in an 
anxious moment, that not one play was fit to be 
feen or heard by a Chriſtian, except that di- 
vine piece of writing, a tragedy in five acts, called 
Saint Ignatius. The particulars of the ſaid ſer- 
mon being mentioned 8 me, and to prove my 


duty to the public, as manager, alſo of my adhe- 
rence to good rules from the pulpit, I ſent for 


the play, but feared on tlie peruſal, I could not 
by any means prune it fit for ſtage repreſentation, 
as it ſtartled me in many places, as bordering on 
bad, not good example; but as I yielded that 
matter to the ſuperior judgment of the divine, 
J pruned it as well as my weak abilities would 
permit, in order to make it a ſtage entertainment, 


and fit to obtain the Lord Chamberlain's licenſe, 
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-” Stephen Kemble was at that time SETS & g 


ingly ill, and did penance very ſeverely, by under- 
going the ſtudy of ſo long a part as St. Ignatius, 


It was acted on Saturday, December 29, 1787, 1 


to a very good houſe, and many perſons at the 
theatre, whom I believe had never ſeen a play 


before, and though ſo Uncommon, a production, 


it not only Was attentively and well received, but 
on the whole rather approved than the contrary. 

From Saint Ignatius T muſt deſcend to Panto- 
mime, and mention my getting up the entertain- 


ner of London as poſſible: J had ſeen it in the 
Metropolis, the winter previous, at Drury-Lane. 


needleſs to. pay any compliment to Mr. Chalmers 
and thoſe motley entertainments are ſoon de- 


| firoyed by the conveyance of the ſcenery from 
place to place; for if confined to the entertain» 


one half of the great expence; beſides the jea» 


n, louſy of one audience againſt the other on 
on grounds of diſreſpect, neglect, partiality, and the 
A frequency of fuch flip flap ſurpriſes, make the 
experiment very hazardous. Mr. Chalmers that 
x fame ſeaſon produced a Medley Pantomime of 
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ment of Robinſon Cruſoe, as nearly in the man- 


Mr. Bailey was excellent in Friday; and it is 


as the Harlequin. The Pantomime was greatly 
received, but coſt: me in truth a conſiderable ſums 


ment of one theatre only, they would never repay | 
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. 8 more money, and pleaſed as well a8 Robin- 4 
' Ton Cruſoe, which had led me to great ſums, 


pearance at York, ſtrongly recommended by her 


April 3oth, and was loudly welcom 
now well known at Bath, and reſpected as a 


very extenſive, and lives in that delightful city, 


general by the inhabitants on and off the ſtage. 
Mr. and Mrs. Knight's benefits are .crowded 


before his time of etiquette! ſome months. 4 
ſhall, however, again introduce him to the Leader 


1 in due . and with more Fre WY 


> Co 


% in 


vere, ; 


8 expecting double returns. But a merchant, well 1 
; experienced in the viciſſitudes of trade, will often 1 
meet diſappointments, and when on ſome par- 1 
ticular venture he aſſures his ſagacity of cent per 10 4 
cent. a whirlwind or a rock engulphs his Mam- 3 


mon, and he muſt ſpeculate again, and labour 12 
hard to redeem his ſea-ſunk viſionary treaſure. bol 


If variety de a pleaſure in life, why J certainly 403 
have had a reaſonable change of performers, [3 


and the likely conſquenices Tor and ard the 
theatre. 


Miſs Mitesser Puna made Per firſt ap- 


ſiſter, Miſs Farren, of Drury. Lane, on Tueſclay, 
med: Sbe is 


gentle woman off the ſtage, anda great favourite 
on, particularly i in Mrs. Jordarts characters. She 
is married to Mr. Knight, whoſe acquaintance is 


in a very reſpectable manner, and is efteemed in | 


and faſhionable alſo at Briſtol. But Mr. Knight, 
according to the date I am in, is introduced 


5 W 9745 757 3 4841 
4 8 * 


MUSES' 1 


1 
n wa 


(Written in 161 55 and n now altered and adopred to the prejnt PI 5 
BIOGRAPHIA DRAMATICA; or, The Companion to the Playhouſe, lays, | > _ Way 

« This is, perhaps, one of the molt eſtimable and meritorious of all the old plays l 1 

« extant. It contains an aſſemblage of characters, whoſe height of painting 1 

« would de honour to Shakſpeare or Johnſon... The language is at the ſame time 5 

« natural and poetical; the ſentiments. ſtrong; the fatire poignant and 1 the. moral 8 

« both abſolutely chaſte and clearly conſpicuous, | Ina word, there is nothing 

i but the difference of the matters, and the want of intricacy in the plots that Sw op 

& can e its „ eee e FFF 


Auer NN Fg 


I am that even courſe that muſt be Wes 3 
To ſhun two dangerous gulphs ; 55 the 8 ua 
Twixt Scylla and Charybdis; the ſmall iſthmus _ 3 
That ſuffers not the Agean tide to meet ; WR 0 = 
The violent rage of the Ionian wave. a 
I am a bridge oer an impetnous ſea; 5 
Free and ſafe paſſage to the wary ſteps 8 „„ 
But he whoſe wantonneſs or folly dares S RR VT“! 
pecline to either fitle, falls deſper te 8 1 
Into a certain ruin. —Dwal with me, Tn | 1 


. you! CER: -; 5 te” 
a Woge mrantien is Hor plag'd fo near 51 8 


As to complain of's neighbourhood, and be ſcorck 4 wr 
With his dire© er beams: 2 nor fo remote 
From his byjght rays as. to be fituate_| 1 
its i under the icy pole of the cold Bear; e 
eck But in a temperate zone: Tis 0, be, ju oh | 
1am the golden Mediocrity.:.. 


The labour of f whoſe womb. are Tl thex PE e, 
oa yam e ; 


83 


Ss: — 
5 F 
ii Yo nl 


3 Pe VIEW" 2 
at 15 a7 £3 Hs Yo - 


4 


An every paſſion on too, beurmendabie. 
Siſters ſo like themſelves, as if they were | 
All but one birth no o difference to Gaga them 


But a reſpett they be ral, r . 
Elſe had their names 4 one, "As 2 are their features, : = 
So when eleven fair virgins of” a blood, , 0 
All ſiſters, and alike grown ripe of years, i Tas : ; 
Match into ſeveral houſes, from each family, 3 = 
Fach makes a name diſtinet, and all are different. | : 
They are not of complexion | red or pale, e a 2 / 
But a ſweet mixture of the, fleſh and A bs 
As if both-yoles were confounded there. N 
Their ſtature neither dwarf nor giantiſh, I A 
But in a comely well- diſpos d proportion; | In 
And all fo like their mother, that indeed. 5 
They axe all mine, and T am each of them. 5 | 5 5 8 5 
When in the midſt of dangers 1 ſtand up, . 1 
A wary confidence betwixt fear and daring, ops Ol W 
Not ſo ungodly bold, as not to be 4 
Fearful of Heaven's juſt; anger, when the Ros ks 7 
In prodigies, and tremble at the hazard f s 6 | Ph: 
Of my religion, ſhake to ſee v my country Hog 1 4 
Threat ned with fire and ſword, bea ſtark k.comard,” | FE: 
To any thing may blaſt my reputation; 0 yy 7 
But I can ſcorn the worſt of. poyerty, 25 5 : 1 f 0 i 5 A a 
Sickneſs, eaptivity, baniſhment, grim, ah” Te 1 
If the dare meet me in the bet of honour; e 5 Bott 
Where, with my country's cauſe upon my dera, wi 
Not edg'd with hope or anger, nor made bold 1 
With civil blood, or cuſtomary danger; 5 1 ©: Of a 
Nor the fool's whetitone, inexperience ; 3 * 0h m4 ; 
Dt an 
I can throw valour as a lightening from me, RP Ia 
"na 25 902 am ne Amazon Fortitude! CO oe Then 
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Give me the moderate c up of lawful OO 
And I am Temperance. Make me Wealth's juſt mn, 
And call me Liberality: :. With one hand 08 
I'll gather riches home, and with the 5 n ROWS 5. 
Rightly diſtribute em, and there obſerve et”: 


The perſons, quantity, quality, timer upd 0. 5 
And if } in great expences I be ſet way e aueed 


Chief arbitreſs, I can in glorious ee: of Wat to . 
As raiſing temples, ſtatues, altars, ſhrines, 1 | 
Veſtures, and ornaments to religion,. •p On 
Neither too thrifty nor too prodigal. „ 
And to my country the like mean obſerye, . . got 6s 
In building ſhips, and bulwarks, caſtles, — 8 
Conduits, theatres, and what elſe may ſerve her 
For uſe or ornament ;. and at home be royal . 
In buildings, gardens, coſtly furniture, hs | : 
In entertainments free and boſpirable, - „%% 
with a reſpe& to my eſtate ad means... 
And then I may be nam'd 03223 al EE 
As Magnanimity, when I wiſely aim vio” = 
ateſt honours, if I may deſerve. * em, 9 a 
Not Figs ambition, but. for my country's g90c 15 15 * 
And in that virtue all the reſt do dwell. e Fog 
In leſſer dignities I want a name; 1 5 | 
And when I am not over- zent, . 
To put up ſuch groſs wrongs: as call me comard, | | 
But can be angry, yet in that obſerre N 1 
| What cauſe hath mov d m anger, and with whom; oY 
Look that it be not ſudden, nor too thirſty. | ; 
Of a revenge, nor violent, nor greater „ of Pers = 
Than the offence; know my time W where... Ef 
ad how long remain ſo; 3 
e me Maaſuerude, . 
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I am that virtue the well nurtur'd court 
| Gives name; and ſhould do bein — | 


That move the laughter and delight of . 1 


n — 


| 135 daughters row are come. 


I hey now attend not on their mother's trai . 
We hope they act in each e F e, 
I have a niece beſides, a beauteous one, 1 0 Aur i 


her met tht neither flatters nor 6 


I am the virtue Time calls daughter; Truth.” 
Give me my ſword and balance rightly ra, 
And Juſtice is the title 1 deſerve. e 


When on this Rage I come with innocent vie, 


And jeſts that have more of the falt than gall ; = 2 ho 


Without the grief of one; free, chaſte cancels, 


Not ſcurfil; baſe, obſcene, liberal, na poll 


wi : % 5 9 Fg "I i 8 
* 2 . * * 2 1 2 


. The virus the have Wd vitally: 4 1 
To whom, if your leaſt countenance may * 5 
| She vows to make her conſtant dwelling here. 5 


ST. 4 3 1 
oe - 


e Tre all th Fo Oe are aur 


i You have ſeen all my daughters, gentlemen; ' ww i 

_ Chooſe your wives hence: you that are bach Ee lors 5 
'* Can find no better; and the married too the 
May wed 'em, yet not wrong their former wives. | 


Two may have the ſame wite, and the Kine man | 


; May wed two virtues, yeo no bigamy: res E025 7 
” : Ile that weds nioſt is chaſteſt. Theſe are an” 
The daughters of my womb: 1 have bee more; 


The happy ifſue of my intellest, ror alen Seeg 2 
And thence firnam'd the Intellectual Virtaes: me EY 


My daughters" dear Colmpatiioniu- VIA 
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1 _ met + her we preſent not too; ; 1 
It; is a virtue we expect from jou. ee E $198 
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1 me - We, ahead were Mrs. Sidon bo 
recite (and get): the ſpeech as here inſerted, in 
the character of Heavenly: Mediocrity, ſhe would 
rouſe the faculties of eyes and ears, and (if I 
may be allowed the expreſſion) would infuſe 
a mind where there was none before; 1d 
by her matehleſs powers, would, like mag 
make the ſenſeleſs ſenſible. Mr. Kemble to play 
Roſcius, would certainly make that piece (well 
decorated, &.), a feaſt of reaſon f r: t 
and the ear of. Every"! Luſceptible >, unbi 
ditor.! Hor 28 8 1 ig [408 

In 1782, he lofs'of Mr. alley was a ſever 
roke indeed; it ſevered the main hav of my 
theatre; he ae e eue of all the favourit 
comic pieces = However 
and patience was a virtue. : 

Ending York ſeaſon nh 60 « The + 
Surpriſe,” after Vanburgh's play of The Miſ- 
take, on Saturday, May 18, 1782, Lee s ſeaſon 
commenced, Monday the z0th; for-in my circuit 
we never loſe time; ſcenery, &c. being all read 
at each theatre , unleſs for new pieces. Mr. 8. 
en was ald to leave me in a few weeks with 

T deferters: mentioned, but where he was 
pings or roms wh cauſe + __ 1not- "ROWE trace 8 
"3s 4 
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dhe leaſt recolldti5i=Yit 01 it was. 
fon alſo left me at Leeds, in June, a believe be 
the Bath oma I 1 in mh need tot 


Mr. eee HK Fe e er Theatre, who- 4 


bad held the palm of great pre- 


"Tak — ſummer in . 2782 with her mo- 


ther Mrs. G. PRIIaps, Maſter and Mils Frances, 
her brother and fiſter, all hand in hand. Much 
| has been faid on this adventure, but us an hiſ- 


torian of truth, and with every regard to Mrs. 
N 22 1 will roared wag g ee 888721 


Ms. 355 D July r 
This lady's firſt entrance into the ee 


n W- . . the- events, of #7" as 


entertained 2 > regard wi due Jordan "Þ 3 _ 


MIA in als 1 


eee Taxis; | * is not 


1 believe I made my rough bow, and the lady 
not any courteſy; and it is probable that we ma: 8 
never meet again: yet we are ſo ſtrange, whim- 
ſical, and full of agreeable as well as-diſagreeable 
ſurpriſes, no- man ee Peer ou or "had, me 
happen. 5 01 
No- I -<oningliddent. ytelf in \ aka, ns 
that Mrs. Jordan, when reading any account. of 
herſelf from me, will not pay —_ * 1 —_ 
ment, as to harbour a momen mi 
f not ſpeaking of her as a frien 


. thought or expreſſion from me could never burt 
L or diſgrace her, but fall with contemptible ; ir 


. I ſame- time. conſcious, chat any ind. Grab xt | 


hall have the honour f introducing her, but 1 
occaſionally, and will extend to 1791, and then 


> 


5 nion from every worthy mind upon myſelf.— 
. Now bei it tknown, to all men Ape: a Women ac 5 


true — as to hier firſt pode Wa me 0 155 


mau 55 omg coping eren, . that awe in July £ 


5 2 d nd bfter,. made ſa ah from 


bs played as Mifs G. Philips; 3: her younger ſiſter 
e Mig Philips, who was alſo at Dublin in 2958, - 
1 dad b EN lobe Fears. after inthe'Y ork company, 
| es 8 


„Dublin to Leeds; her mother I recognized as my 
1 firſt Deſdemona in Dublin, in Feb. 1758, ſhe then 


teich 1 RG. 880 ntione 
and was then nearly breathing r laſt in the 
Fear 1782. When I firſt met them at the i inn, I 
bdeannot ſay they were fo Well accoutred, as 1 
could have withed for their fakes or my own. The 
: mamma, ike other mamma's, and in particular, 
"ACTRESSES MAMMA's; talked ſo fulſomely of her 


and "ory near giving a flat denial to any negoci: 

Fanny; Which with moderate talents, I feared, 

| even 7 ch œeconomy, the young lady would not 
bo- ene us be able to ſupport, I reſolved” (like 
aſked to gr Win baue to eue ere, a ne: 


= i yo 8: ret me 0 ths every 

=_ - feels, that a bow? of milk and brown bread, wi 
4 5 and bacon, i is good food when hungry, and 
„Ä other diſhes will not taſte ſo rich 
V fo favoury, eee gorged daily with dainties. 
. Now reade 14 O been: given 
a Mk Jordan at- that furried inſtant; it miglt 
= - have been unfòrtunate to her and her dependents, 
and her fate might by ſuch an unlueky aecurrence 
5 have been as unhappy, wretched; and precarious 
2s it has in Fortune's wheeEbeen-glatingly ſplen- 
: Aid Rn, aſtoniſhingly ſingular, deſtitute a8 ſhe 
ally wa of neee e ant 5 


e "<7 
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3 he f 
4 > 
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a in my tobtacs Igor 


daughter's merits, that L was almoſt dülguſted, 
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after that 
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1 e, in a tr nge - country, without money, 


friends, acquaintance, or any poſſibility of credit. 


This is no diſgrace to Mrs. Jordan: In my me- 
moirs 1 mentioned fairly my own ſtate, therefore. 
cannot be ſo deſpicable ; in my relation, as meanly. 
to throw. any reflection or diſgrace upon her. 


Poverty at that time Was her misfortune, not her 


reproach; and her attention to her parent, bro- 
ther, and ſiſter, makes, 1 think, as valuable a pic- 


ture of ſincerity, duty, and honourable affection, 


as any her more ſplendid days have yet ſhewn; ” 


and there is not any good fortune can attend her 
which will not give pleaſure to me. But to pro- 
ceed; on my ſuddenly ſeeing the family, I with- 


drew for half an hour, to reflect on what I ſhould. 


do, fearing a ſcrape from ſuch a loaded connec- 


tion and not the leaſt trait of comic powers in the 
features or manner of the young lady; indeed: 


quite the reverſe, dejected, melancholy, tears in 


the eyes, and a languor, that without the help of 
words pleaded wonderfully for aſſiſtance. On my 


return to the inn I wiſhed her {to. repeat; "aj 
evidently gave ſigns at that inſtant ſhe was not 
capable, but wiſhed to merit an engagement by a. 


fair trial on the boards, to. which I aſſented, and 
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truggle was over, I called for a bottle 4 
of Madeira, and we chatted: They told me all 
the news from Dublin city. and at laſt I prevailed: | 

W Mrs. Hadan to e a few Ines from 2 
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character 
on the Thurſday following:) At the tones of her 
voice (which for the plaintive and for articulation: | 
are, every one muſt allow, uncommonly good) 
I felt inwardly ſurpriſed and delighted, could not 
repreſs my hopes and my compliments; aſfured 
her I was lucky in ſach an: acquiſition: She, on 
leer part, ſaid, if ſhe. could but pleaſe me, ſhe did 
not fear the audience; for Mr. Wilkitifon was a 
man (though a ſtranger to her) of ſuch well⸗ 
known honour, that his word and direction 
' ſhould be her guide: ſhe knew if the had merit 
it would ſoon be found out by the public; and 8 
her diligence, her anxiety. to deſerve my favour, 
ſhould be unbounded, and gratitude being her 
natural good quality, I ſhould. ever receive that 
payment for my kindneſs to her in her deſtitute 
caſe. And ſo, reader, we complimented and flat- 
_. tered, and flattered and complimented, till we 
really found a ſudden- impulſe -of regard, and. 
| may that. noon. with waar gooc -withes « and, 
05 But a dear Mrs. Jar, you a. like e 
caſh, and I believe and hope you take care of it; 
that you love t6 receive it I know, and ſo does 
every other manager; you have made us all know: 
that: You will excuſe my being jocular.. * 
en, reader, Thurſday the 11th of July . 
Phe Fair Penitent was to be aQted,. not by. the. 
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G des er had neden besser bi- 
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Bland, but was deſired (by her-mother) to inſert 
105 K 


common, after the play the ſong of the 'Green- 


wood Laddie by Miſs Frances: and I do aſſure 
y. flattery. to the lady, 
though I did expect a degree of merit, yet the 
melody of voice, which, encreaſed by the repeated 
applauſe given, (for the audience had not any 
ſort of expectation) that I was not only charmed, 5 
ſtill more at What 1 
„ the abſurdity of 


the reader, without a 


but the public af un 
feared would oc the 0 ods 


Caliſta after her death, jumping forth and 


little mob- cap, and ſung the ſong nf 
that I was faſcinated 
ways nr 
think the er will turn « 
tage, you annot conecive, read ler, 
our eyes W W 


which tits: cravolling- by. choice on bad c 


road, where in lieu I. might as eaſily chooſe a 5 


good turnpike, an- by that means purſue my 
rout with deſpatch, and not be called to an ac 


eount for my ſtupidity ke a lazy —_ who! _— 


de ee 1 


er wel Ive e at e 


F . 


rances; and what was not (nor is not) very 


ing a ballad; but on ſhe came in a frock and * | 


or managers do not al- 
t with jewels, but when they do, and 


it for their: de ee 


Here I ſet off for York N ton | 
omit ſeveral trifling engagements with performers. 
mmaterial occurrences for a good reaſon, 
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dlebouſe, to the ei of his . 8 "ION 


when deſpatch is the life and ſoul. 'Therefo, a 
with alacrity Lwill ſuppoſe myſelf. pleaſantly ſet ] 
atre, with. a lady of faſhion in 4 

ny train—-a LEAKR from Norwich, ſhe 
being From affluence! drove to diſtreſs, and her ; 
| huſband at trie was aner confinement : in. 4 
the King's Bench.” lay : 
Mr. Kxichr, a Ain 1 a the fock 1 

nd buſkin from the Edinburgh theatre, on whom Wi . 
ha plaęed great dependence, and had engaged. 1 
for the enſuing year, and who is now: deſervedly 10 
beld in eſtimation as a gentleman and an actor; = 
but there is often a fatality attends: us actors 4 
from our on ill direction as to what we are a 


really fit for- that tide. of ſucceſs luckily hit * 
in time, or: unluckily neglected, which leads, as- M; 
Shakſpeare obſerves, to fortune or to pat and 
mi gortune,ſo my friend Mr. Knight choſe the Ve 
part of Lothario for his debut; Mrs. Jordan the 205 
Caliſta. But he muſt not be angry, when I bring 5 


to his memory, that he was not well received; cha 
and in ſhort my judgment was ſuch to him, as; day 
- never allowed a. poſſibility of luxury or ſunſhine, M 1 o 
but all his life was to be a continued rainy if he WM Fra 
followed the ſtage; and I dare ſwear he heartily. that 
bated me at the time, (which Was natural and. expl 
1 and almoſt wiſhed he Nackt never ane the. an d 


dock or hee 55 Wien ha r needed not to have done: BY aur. 
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"canons and 
that n 


ſuch old and ſuperanuated-opinior 


be U fora ehe is Pere . 


ſo warped and neee with fancic 
ledge and the force c 
mind is deadened ks force of modern genius 


and merit. Now if this hea fo, 1 mult perforce, 


however: ee Can 
mble, Mrs. kr Silent 


owed. {tri Kl 


and en ee about the x ps. 1 


But with my journal Iwill proceed, nated mention : 


that Miſs Frances's benefit at Leeds was on Mon- 
day Auguſt g, after which on my arrival at Vork, 
1 ordered the play- bill, with Caliſta by Miſs 


Frances, but received a note from Mrs. Bland; 7 2 
ich ſhe would 


that far very particular reaſons, : wh 
My OS of Frances: as be. chan q "ge | 
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5 nee if I did 1 N aſſerts, 5 
2 manginfultibifey; 1s capable my good intel- 
lects and taſte as to theatrical matters; therefore 


of firſt. impreſſions, re the . 
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£ f honour to the blood of the -Ap-P 85 | 
- | Ge had plenty of. clothes and — pawn-- 
 brokets)/ ſhe bequeathed them to her beloved 


As e in eli, might p 
injure her in the opinion of her I'S ions 
80 on our meeting, and the matter being explain. 

ed, appeared obvious and preſſing reaſons for 

zange of name zJonnax was adopted, 
and a good name it has proved for her credit, 


| honour to her undoubted nor pie | 


ver 85 a various e dene been 
261d and | printed I have judged it neither offen 


or wrong on Mrs. Jordan's account, whom I love 
and eſteem, to give the fact as it really was: At 
sat Vork 
ded her- 


that junEture ber aunt, Miſs Philips, 5 
on her death bed; that la pride 
ſelf on family honour! Going rung en the 
Ap-Griffiths s, the Winny's, and the Aprice 
Wales; ſhe was not deſtitute of good quali 
ties, but had let 


ber dear niece, whom the chen p 


niece, * under the roſe was not at that 


time by any means unacceptable} and the gene- 
| rous aunt it expired the week following, who once 


and will be remembered wig) the tribute of 


ta fatal error ſap her health 4 
She ſent earneſtly to ſee an ns and to embrace ; 


| one ſhe 


ſettled at I 


But whit Sh The I 


cc Greatneſs i is a Monme eet [-coa 
day on my back, to-morrow on -andther's 3 


like the Guillotine in France, where to-day: it falls | 
on an old Prieſt's neck, the next on à Meniber of 


1 Convention, andthe: e a . 
poveriſhed old Woman 
aw foto, ern. Rutland * Romp, in 


| tre was: abe play, not only that night, but.exery | 


ſtruck. ith her eren that it made me 


ſecretly rejoice in her being articled, i in the which: 
I gave her che firſt terms, alſo. an extraordinary 
-week ; for her ſervices 


benefit after York rae 
eee; rag MO > kk 


tame; „ ve 
decreaſe in her dependant. he ar! t 


flouriſhes Mr. Smith. re gn 


| his arrival, relative t to my, new. ; theatrical ou. 9 


ſition, + 


Lanr 3 ng Tal 3 8 1 es- ö | 
week at Yorks agg” — 3 | 


Engliſh. 


N oc 


will ſay Equality ; Lord Grizzle in Tom Thumb | 
aſks himſelf that queſtion, and ſolves it thus 8 
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the) 


own "ilitics, dr when eee that noon, 


vented marks of e OV: 
| parted an audience more willingly than on that 
= night: Her Ladyſhip was unwillingly convi 
_ . that ſtage approbation - was never likety- to be 


1 ariy ſtage; e eee, 
Son-in-Law.“ They continued ſome two or 


me called to me in a hurry, ſaying, «* Mr. Wil- 
kinſon, pray come and hear mel for nry voice 


ſounds like a bell lo but at night che bell had loſt 


all vibration: Her rank and Pitiable ſituation pre- 


al; and never de- 


her lot, and wiſely gave up ſo vain an ttempt. 


Mir. and Mrs. PowtLL; from Bath, alſo made 
their appearance: He acted a, Falbridge the 

1 night of “ The Engliſh Merchant ? and was de- 

__ fervedly well received; the eh ; 


very prettily, and was of great utility, (a 

Mrs. Knight of Bath obſerves I am par- 
ularly attached to) and could not diſpleaſe on 
vas in Cecilia in: The 


three years, ai; when I come to mention the 


time of their departure, I ſn we not do Mre Powell 
juſtice, unleſs I pay him the com dliment lie de- 


ſerves, n eee, that 1 lde e e his 


| loſs.” #2 LA gs G'S * "ET I =o * 5 "x # 2 1 1815 1 8 Tx 7 


Mrs. OE was N admired G LEY in 
Arionelli. A Mr. Tyler had 3 that 


| | character, and with a 3 
2 Vat Mars. Jordan was bot enn 


ood figure, [ 
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is the” public, aides" wad! 2 as ſhe / ; 
os However Mr. Tyler (not wiſely) 


1 me to warble Arionelli at Scarborough. 

Mr. Knight, the gallant,” gay Lothario, was ra 
rin in the dumps, but ſoon recovered, and con- 
vinced me of my error, in paſſing a wrong ſen- 
tence on his abilities from one unlucky aceident. 
Indeed he ſoon became à great favourite; ; and in 


* 


Quaker, was ſuperior to any 


9 


1 


tion and juſtice, attended with applauſe, he 18 
particularly happy at the Bath T heatre, where he 


mea ))) (88 
The reader in and 1 btb RET race= 
week, with: 
promiſing. performers, Mr. and Mrs. MarSHALL, 

as ſingers She had a good voice; was very hand- 


Py ſome, and ſhewed to view a brilliant pair of eyes, : = 
f fine: teeth; Which the 


8 with a remarkable ſet e 
did not neglect to keep in full view. Mr. Mar- 


8 ſhall was a very genteel figure, ſung very plea- 
at ſingly, and promiſed well as an actor, which IM 


$ he he has performed, and has been received in 
ectable light at Covent-Garden; Bath 


and 1 de , the N ew r York es 
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* Ros f 


account, and fuddenly - 


drunken ſcenes, | particularly i m Charles in « The 5 
Jealous Wife,“ and Spatterdaſn in 4 The Young 
Kor I have yet 

ſeen: He is now in a more extenfive line; and Wo 

beſides playing many characters with diſcrimina® 


e LEN. caſt of pr in lor co 15 


ith novelty, a8 1 alfo introduced two very ”” 
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ame a 


3 e of 


that week, and wondered the was: Got, ſolicited to 
1 play!—looking down, IL dare ſay, on Mrs. Jordan, 
never imagining ſhe would ſo ſoon take the lead, 
and in ſuch a. rapid and wonder ful manner, as 
_ ihe has done in London, and here, there, and 


every where. However, Mrs. Hopkins, Who was 


on a viſit to her brother and ſiſter, (a Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilkinſon of York) was engaged to perform 
- two or three nights : (1 need not add, ſhe is mo- 
ther. to Mrs. John Kemble ) Her firſt part was 


Mrs. Malaprop, on Saturday, Auguſt 245 178 2. 
Mrs. Smith ſwelled with indignation, and the 


7 ator Sto: own phraſe, was, Pray when, 


* Ma'am, is your benefit 7 and when is yours, for 


„I ſee Mrs. Jordan begins with one on Wedneſ- 
«day next? And to be ſure, if it had not been 
for my ſupport, ſhe. could not have ſurmounted 

her difficulties; for by her fucceſs, which they at- 


tributed to my partiality, not allowing any degree 
of ſuperior merit to the hated Jordan, ſhe muſt 


have ſunk under it, for her ſpirits were never 
violent, unleſs when ſcolding the manager, and 
with an empty pocket: Her ſituation, her uncom- 
mon labour and ſtudy for the Theatre, and o 
many mouths, whoſe: food were dent on 
her bounty, muſt make the . feel for: her, 
pity and enen aud | ien at r. good ſtars ae 


He Nella. 1 


and malignity, and introduced her to our critic, 


Mr. Cornelius Swan, e, who ſaid he would 
Mrs. Jordan has been 


teach her to act; and w ; 
ill, he Was admitted. to 3 little bed- chamber, 


where, by the ſide of the bed, with Mrs. Bland's 


old red cloke round his neck, he would fit and . 


inſtruct his pupil in Hill's chara 


er of Zara. 1 


remember his urging me to revive that tragedy, 7 


| and act Luſignan, which T complied with— 
* really Wilkinſon,” ſaid he, ©T have giv 
45 JOEY but three leſſons, and ſhe is ſo adroit 


cat receiving my inſtructions, that T'declare ſhe | 
raCter as well as Mrs. 'Cibber 
« ever:did; nay; let me do the Jordan juſtice, for 


i repeats' the ch 


4 do not exceed, when with truth I declare, 


Jordan ſpeaks it as well as I could myſelf ?— 


. 


Well faid Cornelius He was certainly a friend” 
to Mrs. Jordan, but he did not abound with ſin- 


cerityz he declared he adopted her as his child, 
but did not prove a tender fond parent, for W- 


his death he did not leave her a ſhilling: He was 


ous to a degree almoſt incredible. 
But in order not to detain the reader or elan 


| but 


#2 402 l f it my ſtudy to en her a as 
much as poſſible from inſult and the ſneers of envy 


anding, but J cannot boaſt of His : 
generofi ity, or his integrity; indeed he Was werke 
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8 quick as poſſible for merry Wakefield, aur 
. in September, 1782, and from thence to Don- 
aſter; therefore the reader is not long de- 
5 tained on the road. While at Doncaſter, 1 
Was informed that he: Sheffield/ Theatre had 
fallen into ſuch bad repute, no rent paid, and a 

„ bad ſet of players; fo I really imagined the good 
| Pl credit I had leſt in July 1781, when they truly 
5 faw a good company, as the liſt I have publiſhed 
proves; and my ſelf-vanity and conſequence 
doubled all this in my weak imagination} there- 

fore 1 engaged the Sheffield Theatre for five or 

fix weeks, taking the additional journey from 
Doncaſter to Sheffield, which incurred a very 
conſiderable expence; a oircumſtance little at · 
5 tended to in the brains of Theatrical Ge rals, 
till the day of payment makes. them . Any 
perſon out of the theatre will readily comprehend 
when he reflects that an extraordinary payment 


for waggons, the new tax on the company and 
manager for forty miles, not in the uſual rout, 


and added to theſe points a, heavy rent to pay, 
requires taxes being laid on the new acquired 
_ -<town: For unleſs the ſubſidies are paid willingly 
8 and cheerfully, the territory of the mock monar- 
chy may be enlarged, but the treaſury not 
. fuller of bullion than the year before with. its 
IF \ 5 5 ſimple eaſy eſtate. For when we look for riches 
"from extenſion of ENDIF We re forget, che euer 
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of paying. e mote territo *: 
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cond expedi 


with Mrs.. Jordan s excellence, would not avail. 
Her benefit,” though pat 
ferent: My en night only thirty-ſix pounds! and 
the common receipts frequently did not exceed 
tight, ten, and twelve pounds a ni gbt - ! Onthe 


by me now at Hull) Tcleared the amazing ſum of 
twenty-ſix pounds ! Perhaps they were not in the. 


evident, and reminds me, chat the humour of an 
audience and that of 


Man IN his E Humour, and Every Man or of * 


moſt agreeable.” V „ 


the contrary, be ha 


bation, and alſo feel the true effect of ſuch appro= ; 


* 25 
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' his vas my caſe 

exactly at Sheffield; for there I failed on my ſe- 
ition, like other commanders who are 
too ſanguine, fierce, and ſecure at the onſet. The 
houſes were miſerably bad indeed. All my no- 
velty, with a good company of comedians, aided 


atroniſed, was very indif- 


Whole, | 


as well asT can recollect, (not as the accounts 


humour that Teafon to ſupport their theatre . OY 
the York company. Indeed that appears very 


human life, bears a ftrong 
| reſemblance to the titles: of two plays Every 


i Humour?” The kult znclinatiou, eee eee 


As this is a true account, 1 3 uin E 1 
of obligation, am not a debtor to Sheffield: Not „ 
t chat 1 mean to ſpeak diſreſpectfully of ſo popu- 

8 tous. and flouriſhing a town, or that I ſhould 2 DT 
$ any time dillike to pay my reſpects there, but on 
6. py to deſerve their appro- 
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bation, 1 compaſſing their 5 * Ins if _— 
not give me any, they would deſpiſe me for ace | 


md gray: favours they did not beſtow. 
Before I _ that year's account of my Shef. 
5 Geld expedition, an incident has juſt popped into 
my head, 323 had nearly deprived the audi- 
ence of that town, London of its pride, and every 
town of great entertainment. The opera, called 
« The Fair American,” was acted on Friday, 
| October 18, 1982: Mr. Knight was a footman in 
that opera, and Mrs. Jordan acted the chamber- 
Dl in Which character ſhe had great merit. 
In a ſcene between the two characters, where 
they were diſcovered at tea, a heavy ſcene, that 
which, is in general termed a curtain ſcene, and 
a roller of immenſe weight, gave way, and at one 


craſh, fell from the top..cloſe to the feet of Mr. if 


Knight and Mrs. Jordan; had it ſtruck on the 


7 8 of en en any header if OWN N EXCEPTED) 


2 5 is. ths A; chat his. 3 us Norfolk, 
that Sheffield ſeaſon, gave a prediction of Mrs. 
| I s merit; and his Grace has ever been an 
50 ewes OI to * e tak: time to the 


Without a heavy puri „ that; e the 
15 truth, ow declare ee apy: 16. or any gain, 


N 


3 


ſummer, and Mancheſter in the winter) was ad- 


The Voung Quaker,“ and 8 in 4 ene, 
of entry? 5 


diaries had been cruelly buſy, to repreſent her inn 
colours not fit for deſcription: A proof of her 


ſucceeded, that her reception was cool, her per- 


Mrs. Jordan u Was e ſack: bo. lucky and deſerved | 


* 
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Pie. Dee (now of the Hay-Markęt' in the 


ded, and played ſeveral comic characters with 
approbation; particularly I recollect the Je in 


— 2 


Mrs. Jordan did not ike; 17 appeared: at 
Hull ill ſo late as Thurſday, December 26, in 
Caliſta, and fung the © Greenwood Laddie.” A 


great houſe was ſecure, as I gave a new Panto- 
mime ; for wkile ſhe could not act, many incen- 


merit, elſe ſuch indefatigable pains to injure and 
depreſs, had not been taken. However, it ſo far 


formance was in conſequence naturally languid 
and void of ſpirit, and her ſong of the © Green- 
wood Laddie,” which the ſung whimſically and 
excellently, oa hiffed !—It was ſome time before 
her merit got the better of inveteracy; for fo far 
maleyolence reigned from the jaundiced eyes, o 
caſioned by the inſinuations of the Scandal Club, 
that it was long before the prejudice and . | 
cleared; but when it once was diſpelled, their 
lights were reſtored and made perfect, and they 
dilliked the phyſicians who had blinded them, 
and detefmined to be in future their own judges. * 
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2 . lifted up to what the merited, and Slander 


wt with an enthuſſaſtic preacher, 3/ack and all act. 


= ſettled, I have no more particulars. to add, than 


1 ae Mrs. Whitlock) .made her appearance in 
Selima: She was then poſſeſſed of great marks of 
merit, though wild. as a.colt untamed : But what 
will not the viciſſitudes of a theatre tame ! ſhe 
was then in full health, youth, and ſpirits. She 
nad acted Portia, &c. that winter at Drury-Lane, 
1783, which was the ſeaſon Mrs. Siddons left Bath, 
and held the London world as her followers, and 
raiſed the price of. falts ma: ur 6s, Which 


” ; __ can deny. 


| June ; ſince that ſhe has wielded the {eoptre, 48 
+ queen of the e . © Oe | 


7 


nne 
Now reader, do not 13 3 that any * 
or perſons in my company were or are remarſgabla 

for painting in dark colours; but it is really won- 
derful, where ſelf-intereſt is concerned, how peo- 
ple in general are apt to feel, and tell the depreci- 
ating ſide of à character, particularly where 
ſelf-ſucceſs is in the leaſt concerned: Even ſo 


Mrs. Jordan's eſtabliſhment . at Hull being 


that a good ſeaſon enabled me to return to the 
York 8 1783, where almoſt all the per- 


formers mentioned had made their appearance, 7 
| unk Mrs. Jordan and all were well received. F 


March the 1oth, Miſs ExLizaBtTH KEMBLE, 4 


eve 
ani 
mo 
aln 
lan 
int. 


70 


Mifs Kemble did not continue „eb © 


Y 8 


5 5 N 
8 
by Es 35 i | 4 
3 8 — 8 : 7 . 5 s 
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/ 


La Masi, from the Edinburgh Theatre, made 


an engagement for the year {but did not continue 
f lng }—He acted J NOOR the e e ; 


Weſt Indian, Sc. = es 


Mr. Warp, now manager of the Mancheſter 
Theatre, and Mrs. BapDeLEy, came both from 
Edinburgh about the ſame time: They firſt acted 


at the York Spring Meetingz as on Mrs. B addeley's 


novelty I judged it worth my attention to quit 
Leeds for that week, Which 6s ao three = 
weeks after the opening. 


Mrs. Baddeley acted Clariſſa, Polly, Rofenta; 


Imogen, and ſeveral of her principal characters, 
and with great attention to her buſineſs: Who- 
ever remembers that very agreeable actreſs, finger, 


and handſome face, will not wonder at her being 


mach admired at York; but the laſt night the _ 
almoſt loſt her credit entirely. She was very 
lame, and to make that worſe, was ſo ſtupidly 
intoxicated with Laudanum, that it was with great 


Hs 
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L : 4 
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49% 8 n 
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Ir. Knight daily improved, ſo did Dancer that 
winter; and except a little pique and jealouſy 
with the ladies (Which prevented indiſpoſit ion, 
and made them do their belt)—all was well from 
one o'clock at noon) till one in the watchman's - 
cloudy morning: Indeed all was ſo well, that 1 
- muſt ſuddenly cloſe the York ſeaſon without any 
complaints before the curtain or behind it, and 
proceed quickly to Leeds ſeaſon, 1783; there Mr. 
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5 difficulty ſhe embed the perlortnance. He» was | 
for her own benefit. The quantity of Laudanum 
the indulged herſelf with was incredible; and 
though very little food approached her lips, her 


-complex1on retained its beauty to-the laſt. 
Mr. Ward acted Poſthumous, Lord Fopping- 


ton, and ſeveral of his principal characters, and 


was well received. Mr. Ward has a good perſon, 
and a great ſhare of ſpirit and vivacity. 

The company returned to Leeds, where Mr. 
Ward and Mrs. Baddeley were to perform four 
or five nights; but what with illneſs, lazineſs, 
and inebriety, I was never certain of Mrs. Bad- 
deley's performance from one night to the other; 
ſo ſhe ſunk into neglect and contempt. What 
ſhe did with her caſh I could never make out or 


comprehend, for ſhe received very, genteel pay- 


ment from me; and when ſhe was to return to 


Scotland, was in truth reduced to beggary, not 


Worth a ſingle ſhilling. -Her friend and com- 
panion, a re. Stell, was with her, who I fancy 
had always occaſion for fuch ſums : as Wk Muoor⸗ 


tunate woman received. 
oF remember Mrs. Baddeley.” in 1 a riot. : 


and it is well known ſhe had lived not only in 


eaſe and affluence, but actually in ſplendor and 


voluptuouſneſs; but ſhe foon after her engage- 
ment at Leeds, died a prey to diſeaſe and poverty 
at Edinburgh; no hand to cloſe her eyes, nor A 


— — UH® 


3 8 } 
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le has to regret her. ink; 2 Indeed ſhe was 


better out of the world than in it; and her a 
ſituation and dying. moments, though dreadful, 
were better than a lingering exiſtence; muſt have 
been in a workhouſe, or on a dunghill, for ſhe had 
worn out the hand of melting Charity by never- 
ceaſing applications; but the kind hearts of the 
Edinburgh company, to their great credit, ex- 
hauſted their own little ſtock to prevent er abfſo- 
lutely ſtarving, and procured ſomething lilee an in- 
terment, with a poor coffin, which; but for tlieir 


laudable humanity; ſhe muſt have wanted. In- 

deed players in general, when truly poor, will part 

with their little to relieve a brother 0061 . 
actor or actreſs when in diſtreſs. TE 


My memory ruſhes on me wi infdrinccton 


of omiſſiens material, relative to the proceedings 
of the ſpring and ſummer incidents of 1783 


Firſt at York, “ Roſina” was produced, written 


by Mrs. Brooks, wife -of the Rev. Mr. Brooks, 


who was curate to my father at the Savoy, 1755 


6, and 55; they both departed this life about 
five years ſince. Marian“ was alſo a pro- 


duction of that lady s. Mrs. Brooks. had a bet- 
ter informed mind than body: For the one Was 


truly good, the other very partial; and each eye 


was evidently contradicting the other, an 


rather gave an uncouth, as well as an unfavourable 


9 to a ſtranger at firſt ſight; dut ſhe wa 
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. ſonkble, agreeable, and well-bred » woman: 
This Mrs. Brooks's opera of “ Roſina” I had in 


April 1783, for my benefit. Mrs. Jordan was 


the William; and ſuch a William (though I have 
ſeen many good ones) I have not beheld ſince. 


That farce was then of material ſervice to me; 


it is ſtill living on the catalogue, and is ſo pure, 


I think no enemy to the ſtage will ever pronounce 
its damnation. Alſo on the Saturday night, in 


the race-week 1783, I have omitted Mr. BuTLER's | 


obliging me with acting Sir Peter Teazle. Nr. 
Butler i is a rival manager: Like the French troops, 


he ſeized on my neighbouring territories at Be- 


verley. He is, without compliment, as far as 
my knowledge can with truth aſcertain, or with- 
out the leaſt right to doubt, a very honeſt man, 
indefatigable in his endeavours, and deſerves the 
eſteem and the 550. will with: which he | is in ge 
neral ſupported. : 

„ Roſina“ was 055 year of tals 8 at 


Leeds, York Races, Wakefield, Doncaſter, and 
Hull; but it muſt not be omitted to mention, 


(4 Let honour with deſert be erowned,“) that 
. ae was * en e 1 
1 mould have omitted ſo very extra 


| circumſtance, as not to enter on record, that Mr. 
Dancer; who had gone on with every imaginable 


means 


ds that Ae viths it is een 


— 
1 zi an ok 
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| good reception and reward from the public, and* 


who ſeemed remarkably attentive to his theatrical 


labour, was (without any cauſe! whatever that 


could be aſcribed) on Sunday, July 20, ſeized 
with a violent "madneſs, which continued to ſo 


alarming and increaſing a degree, that the Fork 


Aſylum was the only poſſibility of relief, where 


he was carried to from Leeds; a place where 
every care and comfort is adminiſtered, an I; 
which aided by judgment and attention can be 
afforded. -Fdr the honour of York, and the nation 


at large, the Lork aſylum, now nobly eſtabliſhed, -- 
is certainly owing to the indefatigable and unre- - 
mitting care and attention of Dr. Hunter, who + 
to his praiſe be it given, is the founder and con- 


ductor of that charitable and needful inſtitution 
to take the wretched in; and there I mult leave 


to his care Mr. Dancer for * preſent, under 


' a. Proper regimen. 


After the race week which followed Mr. 8 


cer's misfortune, I gave a benefit for the ſupport 


of his wife and daughter, who were left deſti- 


tute: Indeed no place i is more to be noted for the 


annals of good and benevolent acts, in the time 
of poverty or misfortune, chan the ancient . 
of York. e 

Wakefield ſeaſon not hividy any ee or 


incident, 1 will ſet the reader and myſelf down 
atten 2 good dinner and . afternoon s nap, at the 5 
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x elegant and comfortable town of Macs 
where if they cannot boaſt, like London, "Ig 
e all the ſtreets are paved with gold, and all the 
folks are witty,” yet this ſaid town of Don- 
caſter can, without being contradicted, aſſert 
boldly, that they have worthy inhabitants, and. 
their ſtreets are well, aye, elegantly paved, and as 
admirably lighted; and all theſe conveniences. are 
at that pleaſant place enjoyed, without the taxes 
being levied on each door, the corporation being 
as generous as rich: Can Londoners, with all 
their ſuperiority, proclaim the ſame advantages 
- with truth—Not that I ſay they have neither 
- pavements nor_lamps—But who pays the piper ! 
Why, the London inhabitants; but at Doncaſter 
it is the benevolent corporatio .. 
At Doncaſter, 1783, Mr. and Mrs. M11.Ls made 
their firſt appearance from Edinburgh. On Wed: 
neſday, September 24, in the race week, Mr. 
Mills made his firſt flouriſh in- Sir Anthony Ab- 
ſolute; and Mrs. Mills the 3d: of October in 
Arpaſia. The lady. had been well received in 
London, at Drury-lane theatre, the winter before, 
in Imogen in the play of Cymbeline, ; ; and by 
the courſe of Life's running ſand, which cauſes 
various viciſſitudes of fortune, ſhe is now be⸗ 
come bone of one bone, and fleſh of one fleſb to young 
Mr, Fawcett, and is ſtill youthful and fertile. 


4 : N 
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Mr. Mills Was a truly good actor, cc PROS Th ; 1 
«for all in all,” when he Was cool; but be often f 1 
c let an enemy into his mouth to ſteal away his | 1 { 
« brains. In the courſe of my narrative I would 'l 
not be juſt unleſs I mentioned his ſervices, and his i 
excellencies; and it is the more neceſſary, as I " 
know the winter prior to his engagement with me, 30 
at Covent Garden theatre, at the time of onſet and 4 
| the day of trial, he was aflailed- from the climate 1 
| with a bad cold, and'to make it better, he armed | 1 
| himſelf with weapons mete for defence, which Fil 
aſſailed him even to the death of opinion with _ 4 
the London audience. The actor, Was eee i 
a to blame, not the audience. ot rote | 4 
y Mirs. Mills, of all the perſons: ee ever ated : F 
a theatre, knew how to. render univerſal advan- 5 
5 tage to the manager; and added to what ſhe ii 
« could do, ſhe ever had a. mind that led her to * 
. make ready uſe of that power of utility ſhe poſ- |. 
» ſeſſed then, (and does ſtill) for the ſervice of tje - 
RB theatre; nay, I have known from. her readineſs | |. 
n to oblige, that ſhe has incurred the abuſe and | | 1 
5 ſneer of many, as on benefits, where individuals 1 
＋ were ſerved as well as the manager; In ſhort, 1 iy 
s W {ſhould enter into fulſome panegyric were I to | 
- do no more than juſtice to the numberleſs good 
8 actions and ſleepleſs nights ſhe. muſt have under- 


gone for the ſervice. of our ſtate and ſhould 
hold W ehe and ungrateful, did « not 
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here pay Ac jut tribute and Ane eigen more 


anon: For from the year 1783, I have many a 


courſe, with ſhiftings and windings, to take be- 
fore I have done with my tragedy, comedy, paſ- 


toral, farcical actreſs; for ſhe really was ready 
for every thing; her ſtudy was rapid, her will 


was great; in ſhort, for the laws of wit and 


eee ue ſhe was my only woman. 
In the autumn I determined to have a hid 


| volts at Sheffield, notwithſtanding my having 


loſt 3ol. by my firſt attempt at the races in June 


1781; yet Mr. Blonk who was and is the ſteward 
for the proprietors, urged they could not give 
away the playhouſe : I equally anſwered, I could 
not afford ſuch deſtruction of my own property, 


and that if -T quitted my uſual circuit, it muſt be 
for the hopes of profit, or why ſhould 1 go to 


Sheffield. F was very ſenſible Sheffield was ca- 
pable to make crowded houfes if they pleaſed; 
and though I boaſted of a truly reputable and 


good company received with credit and ſanction 


at Edinburgh, York, and Hull, vet that mnt 


not command or intete ee 
On that third viſit I obſerved, that ul 1 15 
free” the encouragement I aimed at, I could 


not afford more than Jol. for five weeks, nor 


could I prudently continue longer, unleſs real 


Profit was the temptation ; but if it anſwered 
Woeker . the Lear 27 to ſhew 1 was not. 
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mercenary, 1 would, if the proprietors of Sheffield 
theatre required it, divide the profits above the 


rent; which certainly was an offer neither of the 


wiſeſt nor moſt prudent kind To which I recei- 
ved the tha Unes from Mr. Blonk. 


"66: SN. bs SA Oe June 26, 17 
15 Having not ine honour of your acquaint--- 


« ance, you will excuſe a ſtranger's offering you 


cc his candid ſentiments. TI would then inform 


cc you, that your propoſal to ſhare the profits 


ce )%Uuld be derogatory both to you and them, 


«and would in my opinion injure the receipts of | 


« the houſe. © The proprietors do Not with to. - 
«© reap the fruit of your labour; the more plenti- 


cc ful the harveſt you have, the more pleaſing to „ 
them Gain is not their motive, there not being 


92 one that the dividend is an object to. That we 
«can fill the boxes here you have had a ſpecimen, 


for at no prior time have thoſe. e been 


Ns 5 . as che Tall ſeaſon. 
"FE Ben, B bon, 


1 hp 1 that — . once more as 
manager, at. the rent of Jol. for five weeks. . 
October 13, © The Jealous Wiſe” and vi To. 


Aula-Mode,“ 31]. „ 


Second play, with Mrs. Jordan's 8 0 „ Romp," 


61. 98. 


66 Belles Stratagem” 5 8 60 « Rofna,” 3. 28. 5 
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. eerer dreadful as that was, the Houſes 


BL >= <0 th 


| mended : Mrs. Jordan's benefit, October 24, 7 
ec Myſterious Ve rat one 6 e Son-in-Law,” 
=_— = | \ 
My benen, deſired by my ten Mentioned | 0 
aand much eſteemed General St. Leger, Tueſ— '7 
1 day, Nov. 11, As Tou Like It, when I acted 51 
it! Jaques, alſo Bayes in © The Rehearſal,” in three 1 
1 parts, which had never been performed there. TT 
4 I was favoured alſo with a conſiderable party WM p 
9 f from Cheſterfield, at the requeſt of Mr. and Mrs. 11 
| Sitwell, my patrons. Mr. Holmes, then Mayor in 
of Doncaſter, Mr. and Mrs. Woodcock and c 
1 many others came on that occaſion, in order that pr 
my night might not appear ſo ſhabby as it had 26 
done my other two mentioned benefits. In ſhort, MW I 
Mr. Peach's houſe, that night, was like a public pa 
race night, and he had not beds ſufficient for the to 
demand; yet the receipt was only 6ol. 48.—for fo: 
Which I then thought ee obliged, and here ty 
| acknowledge the favour. - 10 
- Obſerve, kind reader, that at thoſe tines at the 
Sheffield, or any where, I never take more tlian vol 
half; ſo in the account it ſtands thus—Mr. Wil- | 
kinſon's benefit, 60l. 48. Mr. Wilkinſon's ſhare, +22 
30l. 2s. the other half ſerving for payments. IM < 

80 on the total account it ſtood thus—Received. 

686]. 1 7 76. - na 
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1 inquired of Mr. Ward, the printer, whether 


E 1 might expect to leaſe the theatre; as the beſt 


mode I thought then, and do ſtill? The anſwer 


was No I next aſked Mr. Ward if I might 


depend upon the theatre another year? He told 


me they never determined that till on a full meet- 


ing of the directors, the firſt week in May. I 
then (after having ſent the rent by my treaſurer}, 
deſired Mr. Ward at that meeting; to affurexths 

proprietors, if they judged my profits of 541; 3s. 


immenſe and too much; 1. requeſted he would, 


in my name, add 10 guineas, if the proprietors 
choſe to accept it. And indeed I judged my 
profits very inconſiderable, as I ſent them an ex- 


I alſo flattered- myſelf my great punctuality ' of 
paying every bill, no matter how trifling (in that 


town) weekly, was the beſt and ſureſt foundation 
ſor laſting harmony and mutual dependence be- 
twixt us. Time advanced, 1784, when I wrote 
to Mr. Blonk, to know if I might expect the 
theatre the enſuing ſeaſon, and was at a * 


voured e the nee laconje ernie 


« Send balf your profits of laſt ſeaſon," Aas t to 


« the proprietors, and you will then receive art. 
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Jon far that was an honourable behaviour, or 
even leſs, I leave that gentleman, and the pro- 


prietors themſelves to judge, without requeſting 


general obſervation, or the preſumption of offer- 
ing my own opinion. I; only. beg permiſſion to 
make one remark, which is to aſk, that if any gen- 
tleman concerned i in trade, was not to receive as 
profit, even the rent of their hall or ſhop for the 
reception of merchandize, would they think it a 
| en cute for the rent they Tai ? 8⁰ had 
ks an e eee tha No Hah baile oP 5 
Here I drop the ſubject, with every wiſh for the 
proſperity of the town, the trade, and the pro- 
prietors of Sheffield Theatre, but certainly I Was 
indebted to Mr. Blonk's nee rs K ah Row Z 
| land for his Oliver.“ | 
Had the theatre Gon at; Sheflield,; = 
my rule, they would have ſeen ſome good acting; 
as in the ſpring 1784, when The Poor Soldier“ 
made its appearance, and in which Mrs. Jordan 
was truly of great ſervice; nor will it be wondered 
at whenever ſhe is ſeen in that character in Lon- 
don. Indeed the Poor Soldier did great matters 
in every theatre, and would have done equally 
Well that ſeaſon, had I been admitted to Sheffield; 
but for want of a good company, and never hav- 
ing ſeen the farce at Sheffield, as it was then acted 
by the York company, they thereby loſt a feaſt, 


- 


rag to \ theatrical bulineſe bs 
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and hols never yet properly k known * cc The : 
Poor Soldier“ wel e . aQted as at that | 
period, 1 784. 


Now once more to Hull Gd he 5 Fry 1383 
The reader will either be tired with travelling ſo 
repeatedly the ſame road, and ſurfeited, or on the 
contrary, become fo familiar, and at home with. 
the ' Yorkſhire manager and his agreeable: com-- 
pany of comedians, that he will know every inch 
of the road, and be ſo perfectly at eaſe, that 


without any conſultation. of what is right to be 
done, or at leaſt fear of any moleſtation from 


thieves, robbers, highwaymen, or footpads, they 
will either look out for their diverſion, or rather, 


I fear, be inclined. to fall aſleep in my dull travel 


ling caravan: However, be the vehicle dull, ſtupid, 


or tolerable, for the entertainment of ſtrangers, 


Hull, to commence my ſiege on the purſes of the 


inhabitants, and to exhort or extort, proviſions: 
for all my theatrical corps, conſiſting of men, 


women, and children: For be it known that my 5 


ladies breed oftener than ſuits my inclination, as 
my pocket feels the effects of ladies when they 
are in the: flraw, adding to the live-ſtock of his 


majeſty and liberty. But theſe lying's- in make 


me melancholy, ſo I will leave the tug . 


a SES 
TE dan Ns he TO ONT n 
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Mrs. Jordan delerbedty kept 


in very good humour; for that Mrs. Jordan's 
good fortune, (like Lucy in the Beggar's Opera, 


run in her head ſtrangely. Miſs Margaret Far- 
ren, I had alſo forgot to e left me for 


| Irvland, in the autumn, 1782: 


I give theſe miſtakes as they en n the 


elegance of the diction ſhould make the obſer- 


vant reader wonder I ſhould make 0 errors 


d repeated: miſtaͤk es: hy | 
Mrs. WarD, a miece of Mrs. Scan” 8, or 

Mes, Bland's, or Mrs. Hamilton's, call her which 

you pleaſe, was engaged that year: She was not 


handſome, but well made. Mr. Ward was a | 


muſician and behaved as civil to his lady a8 2 
gentleman ſhould do, to deſerve the name of a 
good-natured huſband.” She had a great emulation 
and pride to ſport her legs in ſmall clothes againſt 

the Jordan, to whom ſhe had an implacable ha- 

tred. At Sheffield the wiſh'to retard Mrs. Jor- 
dan's ſucceſs with the audience was ſo. ſtudiech 
violent, and reſolved, that they would in groups 
tt at the ſtage doors to diſconeert her, and pre- 
vent her doing juſtice to the parts ſhe had under- 
taken: To prevent ſuch manifeſtly cruel, and daſ- 
tardly behaviour, on the nights the uſe of the 

ſtage doors could be diſpenſed with, I ordered 

e to prevent all ſuch cabals and diſorderly 


1er ground. — 
Mrs. Smith alſo preſerved her eſtimation, but not 


2 


Is | 
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meetings, contrary to my act of parliament, The 


glaring hint ſerved like a proclamation, it made 
them ſee anll feel that the groſsneſs of their envy 


and ill behaviour was flagrant, and anſwered 
only to expoſe themſelves, and they relaxed for 
their own. credit; and though they would not 
dwn it, muſt. have inwardly felt ſelf-convicted 


and aſhamed. Theſe littleneſſes of the human 


mind, I fear, is not entirely confined to a theatre, | 
but is too often in ſome degree practiſed in the 


palace, and even in the pulpit, without dee 


the cottage. 1 8 8 ; -# 


Mrs. Jordan, 8 from a mind being hurt 
really at ſuch inſult, or by way of ſecret rexenge 


on her rival, would frequently have her eyes ſo 
queezed and red, and have the little drop-beads 
trickle on her firſt appearance, ſo as to impede 


her ſpeech, as often cauſed inquiry whether 
Mrs. Jordan was ill, or what could poſlibly be 


the matter; and when Mrs. Jordan gained the 
proper opportunity for retaliation, ſhe muſt have 


been more or leſs than woman, not to have re- 


torted on her avowed enemy. _ 
We had a very good ſeaſon at Hull that v Win 


1783; no forage cut off by any enemy, and the 


market at Hull never wants plenty or variety of 


the beſt proviſions; ſo after our Chriſtmas cheer, 
we cloſed the ſeaſon with a great houſe for Mr. - 


and Mrs. Smith; but till they, were not happy. 
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In 1197 Mr. and Mrs. Brown were el 
need not mention Mr. Brown as the Harlequin 


at at Covent-Garden, i in the winters 1786 and 178. 


In 1786 Mrs. Brown was lured by the London- | 


| manager to leave Norwich for Covent-Garden, in 
the middle of the manager's ſeaſon, and to the in- 
finite prejudice of his Norwich campaign (Mrs. 
Brown being + a great favourite) - but what matters 
that, when the great call on the little, it muſt he 
obeyed. Nor murmer, oh, my ſoul |—ſhe was 


called to exert all her courage, and combat Mrs. 


Jordan, whoſe great ſucceſs in London was ſo 
aſtoniſhingly rapid as unexpected. Whether Mrs. 


3 Brown was not properly ſupported by the mana- 
ger or Mr. Town, or that the fault lay on one or 


| bath, or the performer, is not for me to decide: 


Mrs. Brown I believe did not doubt as to victory; 


but ſhe forgot what an audience never will, and 


that was, that Mrs. Jordan at that time was very 


yeung, an article for ſuperiority which few per. 
formers confeſs, but believe not one but would 
be glad to be forty years of their lives at the ani- 
mating powers of twenty-five, and the other 


twenty to keep in poſſeſſion the full vigour of 
thirty—but were that plealing idea poſſible to be- 
realiſed, which I can only enjoy in fancy, 12 am of. 


Shakeſpear's opinion, who ſays — - 


„ There's a divinity that ſhapes our low 
| 64 *Rough- -hew nn how we will, Os en, 


—— ” 
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And Mrs. Brown did not {or would not). ſee that 


Mrs. Jordan had caught the ball ſhe was blindly 
running after. And it is certain that the ſaid 


Mrs. Brown, of whom I am now ſpeaking, did not 
decreaſe the fame of her antagoniſt, the Mendoza. 


Tomboy of Drury-Lane : But allowing ſuperiority z- 5 


from what circumſtance it is owing I cannot con- 


jecture, and think it ſtrange that Mrs. Brown 


has never yet made an eſtabliſhment. She cer- 
tainly poſſeſſes great merit in particular charafers,. 


and much more fo on ſome nights of perform- 3 
ance than that of others, though-in the very ſame. 
characters. That all performers of the Sock and 


Buſkin are Hable to the like failure is certain, as. 
health, humour, difference of reception may na- 
turally occahon various alterations; but ſo fre- 
quent as in the acting of Mrs. Brown I never 


noticed, either in the town or the country per- 5 


formers. I will venture to affirm, that when the 


audience at London had ſeen Mrs. Brown a few- _ 


nights, if ſhe had ated Wowſki, Old Keckſey, 
and though laſt not leaft, Old Dorcas in Cymon *, 


ſhe would have been an eſtabliſhed favourite in 
the metropolis to this day, —but the audience 
ſhould on the ſame nights have been familiarized 
to ſee her in a girl or chambermaid, to have given. 5 


rength to the great effect of contraſt... 


=» Mrs. Brown 8 Wowlſki. and 1 are 3 the to o the 


acting, OR; ai. to any ane I have ſeen any where. 
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T hope my reader, if female, will not be angry 
at my wiſhing to have popped Mrs. Brown into 


Old Keckſey, and have made her wear the 


breeches: I beg pardon for ſaying breeches—/mall | 


clothes I mean; but when T was a young man they 
were vulgarly called breeches, and it was not un- 


cuſtomary for ladies then, nor indeed now, for 


the ladies on the ſtage, to wear what I call 
breeches. 


ums; but no no, it cannot be, it cannot be—for 
no female wou ever wiſh to govern a huſband, 


_ tho! many huſbands are as docile as their wives; 


but as to my authenticity on that delicate point! 
will not anſwer, as I am truly unhappy to find 


and feel, to my great regret, that not only me- 


mory fails, but that I daily perceive myſelf grows- 
ing more and more deficient in every reſpect; 
tho' as Mrs. Inchbald ee We; Eran ons are 
Tarte. | 

+ Tike 2; modern — pag I am Fr N that 
one ſtrong blaſt of January will cut me through and 
through therefore I do not cajole myſelf with 


the falſe hopes of the attainment much 5 


the autumn of life no luſty winter but pro- 
phecy, that if renovated in health, with its ne⸗ 
ceſſary attendants, ſhould not object to live, 


pleaſe God, and ſmile at my auguring. But har- 


* 
8 
* 


Indeed I have heard that many ladies, 


married ones in particular, both then and now, 
liked, and ſtill like to wear them. 4vhat-d"ye-call- 
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ing had ſeveral: taps at the door, like warnings: - 


5 dom a hard-hearted landlord to a trembling te- 
7 nant, makes. me take the hint that I have had 
mwore than Mrs. Thrale allows, her r number being | 
limitted to three. 
f The ſeaſons at Leeds, till N Jad: 3 ſo 5 | i 
5 lack and cool, that I had deſpaired-of what has MW 
11 come to paſs, that Leeds would one day prove 1 
L itſelf a theatrical mine, and produce. that ore of E 
x al ores, the brighteſt and pureſt, which is gold. 1 
*. | The Bath company ꝓerform at Briſtol on every | 
or Monday evening, from November, till the end of wi 
d, May, and when an unlucky accident occurs, like ' 
85 the following, the diſtreſs muſt be very whimſical, 1 
| diſagreeable, and unavoidable. The Saturday be- 4 q 
ad bre York races, 1784, J had appointed three | 1 
ge- Pieces, for the purpoſe of introducing Mrs. Brown 1 1 
5 to advantage; one of the three was © The Devil 4 1 
| 
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to Pay, Sir John Loverule by Mr. Brown, who 
was, by an unlucky flip, prevented from ſtirring 
from Leeds, where he was in health, when he 
cloſed on. the Friday, and was to open at York 
Theatre the Saturday following ; his ancle was 
ſtrained to ſo violent a degree, that he could not 
move but with aſſiſtance: The performers not 
concerned in the bill of fare for that evening, 
did not intend being at Vork till the Sunday. 
Mr. Henderſon was at the Vork Theatre that un- 


tortunate Saturday, and when he returned to Lon- 


Ae 
„ 
n 


w i. 
FK SI oo ets 
5 * * 
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Aon OY was e with welcome i in oe Greet. | 


Moom, the performers aſked what whimſical ad- 1 
ventures had occurred during his northern tra- 80 
vels. He ſaid nothing worth claiming their at- W fo 
tention, except one curious anecdote at the Vork ar 
Theatre, which was the ſeeing “ The Devil to 
Pay' acted -without a Sir John Loverule; which Wl © 


was no more than aſſerting a ſtrict truth: For Ml ©: 
= Brown's misfortune prevented his appearing in ¶ tai 
* *hatcharaQters and the accident not being known | BY 
= at Vork till the play was to begin, no refource Ml na. 
was left but getting through as well as they 
could, and a wretched maimed performance it 
Was. I did not get to Vork, nor was acquainted 
with the diſaſter till all the night's ceremony was 
Ainiſhed. Mr. Henderſon was ſo hurt at viewing 
the buſineſs of the ſtage in ſo perplexed a ſtate, 
that it was a principal reaſon for his not enter- 
_ taining the public the week following. In. 
«deed the terms he aſked were very exorbitant, 
and it was lucky-for me he did not perform that 
-Tace-week; as the meeting was very numerous, 
and the theatre well attended, without the draw 
back of a certain ſtipulated ſum for the Londoner. 
1 Zlauauch an accident as the late mentioned one 
. relative to Mr. Brown, muſt occaſion great un- 
aeaſneſs on a Monday's play at Briſtol, if it nevet 
| has happened it may, but DOE for the er 
aiakes it never wil. 


PER 
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E "Mrs. Jordan was in high favour at that time at 
L Work as a ſettled performer; and when after en- 


1 gaged for the metropolis, dare ſwear, ſhe trembled | 


t» Wh for her ſucceſs, and never dreamed of eg | 
4 and ſplendor. 2 8 


5 Mrs. SMITH might 10 5 be aid to be, as before | 
þ obſerved, well in merit, well in friends. and pro- | 
oy ſperity, poſſeſſed of ſituation, &Cz but ſhe cer 

15 tainly was an evil genius to herſelf. Performers 


rn WI {bould conſider, that felf-love, however predomi- - 


co WT nant and hereditary. to our natures, muſt yield at 
times to the love the. audience have for novelty, 
without which they never will-be pleaſed or. fatif- 
hed. But 1 grant it requires great reſolution ta - 
ſubdue, as it more. or leſs inhabits the breaſts of 75 


univerſal creation. 1 75 
J am the more . mans eben Mrs. 


er. Smith's comfortable ſituation with me, as a jea- 


In- ¶ bus eagerneſs of-duty at that juncture in Sep- 
nt, tember, was of fatal conſequence to her future 
hat health and welfare; but I may be, and hope I am 
miſtaken, for ſhe toiled hard in my. vineyard and 
earned her reward. At that time ſhe was in 
ſuch a ſituation as. women with to be who love 
their lords; but fearing her indignant rival Jor- 
dan ſhould be prepared at that period in any one 
of ber characters, Mrs. Smith aſſured me ſhe 
ould wield her pike, and be on duty for three 
months e e it was but a very few 
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days after that aſſurance, that ſhe' was compelled 


from force irreſiſtible to lay down her arms and Wl + 
be ſtript of all her accoutrements, and her place 4 
was ſupplied for ſome time by Mrs. Jordan, who 4 


was as happy as the other was unhappy ; for ſhe | fu 
figured away in Emmeline, Lady Racket, Lady 
Bell, Lady Teazle, Lady Alton, Indiana, &. WM 1: 

the termed property of Mrs. Smith. And Mrs. 

EE ae was not then fatigued with a little thing, 7 

but liked to have both her hands full, as is pretty WM c) 

_ evident, when the reader is informed, that ſhe 
actually ſtudied all thoſe characters from play 
night to play night, was conſtantly in the far- 
ces, and played in all with unremitting zeal; but 
unfortunately for me and herſelf ſhe was the 

| bucket that would ſoon go down, from the ſame 

_ cauſe that her opponent's bucket would ſoon riſe; 

for which Mrs. Smith was ſo eager, (though a 
woman in every reſpe& of delicacy and ftrid 
good behaviour) that ſhe would, againſt all per- 
ſuaſion, though a very remarkable wet September, 
nin a ſhort time after her lying in, walk in a damp 
garden to get ſtrength for her Sheffield journey 
| : of eighteen miles from Doncaſter, which was 
on the 73th. of October, and her confinement 

only took place October 2. She pleaſed herſelf in 
performing her journey it is true, but the conſe- 

9 Juence was a fixed lameneſs in her hip, which J 
= was:told threatened fatal conſequences. I by no 


ee 


means wi el t to ls" Rep appearatice till 


the boards, that act ſhe would, and act ſhe did, 
and though as lame as Mrs. Amlet, would not 


occaſion do not appear Madam—here comes the 
Cleopatra, e 8 31 5 


Were ſhe the ſiſter of the EN ng 1505 
And bore her brother's light” ben in | her 1 
a x. meet my nya! i; 


CY 


em the 18th, ſhe never was able to appear 


do mine until Thurſday December 26. 


of time, though not of place, for the circumſtances 
there alluded to are ſtrict, as to the facts, relative 
to Mrs. Jordan and Mrs. Smith, but did not hap- 
pen in the year 1784, but fo far back as Mrs. 


miſplaced.” N ht 
fue M., 1 


3 | . 


more recovered, but ſo eager was ſhe to be on 


fuffer Mrs. Jordan to appear in Fanny, but lim- | 
ped and hopped mere than myſelf in Lord Ogleby. 
It was in vain to remonſtrate I ſaid there is no 


Jordan ; but v we e will woe nn 1 NSE 2 


ng it was for n me and K bertel, for : 
15 attempt bad ſo fatal an effect, that from that 
rizht, October 28, 1782, till Wediſeſday De- 


again. To complete my perplexities at that time, | 
Mrs. Jordan ſet forward for Hull, November 2, 
but did not deſpatch her buſineſs te be "ROT to - 


I muſt note, that theſe particulars Rae ruſhed | 
fuddenly on my memory, and I find they are out 


Jordan' 8 fag winter r ſeaſon 3 782, therefore are ; : 
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1 "AGE ſet the reader. and myſelf. d wn 8 
| ſurpriſe, as 1 do not recollect that I have given 
the lady or gentleman, as paſſengers, any exact 
notice of the journey to Hull 1784; yet that ſea- 
ſon afforded an incident that was rather remark. | 
able. Miſs WII kIxsON a relation to the Miſs | 
Wilkinſon of Sadler's Wells, was that autumn 

on a viſit to a Mr. Wilkinſon her brother, who is 
well known at the Circus, and bears a very 
- honeſt and induſtrious character: Now this ſaid 
-Miſs Wilkinſon had for ſome years been the ſport | 
of fortune, had various engagements, and out of 
the little pittance ſhe hardly obtained, ſhe ſup- 
e her father and mother, conſequently on 
her viſit with her parents to her brother at Hull, 
I need not inſinuate; either with good nature or 
ſarcaſtic inuendo, that ſhe was not in an envied 
or an affluent ſtate as to her finances. | 
Jo engage the reader's attention . 1 
- mult give information that at preſent the lady is 
called, and with truth, Mrs. MoounTain fhe is 
now hof Covent-Garden Theatre, wife to Mr. 
Mountain, a gentleman of undoubted merit in 
the muſical line, and to add to her fame Was then 
and is now, by many, believed to be my daugb- 
ter, merely from the accident of her firſt appear- 
ance at Covent-Garden Theatre being announced, 
Miſs Wilki nſon, from the - -T beatre- Royal, «York; 
not chat 1 need bluſh, but be TOR of my i 


, ee 
PE OS en 


geny, as ſhe'i is a lady of great merit and genius. 
This ſaid cal 


| pay my arrival, for an engagement, which ſolici- 
nation I received on the inſtant; but with the 
; number of people I really had engaged, W 
ga young girl whom I judged a novice. - © 
7 A Mr. Buck, who had quitted the ſtage, al 
4 for the honour of 'the York company, was then | 
+ independent, and is now living in London, Was 
o have a benefit on Friday, November 19, 1784, 


- and many perſons being ſolicitous to hear the 
n Wl cirl, of whom her father and brother ſpoke in 
u, Wl raptures, the faid Mr. Buck made an agree= | 
or nent with her to perform © The Maid of the 
ed Mill” for that night, and after that to repeat 

| George Alexander Stevens's Lecture on Heads, 


„Ind in point of ſpeaking, deportment, finging, 

1 humour not void of diſcrimination, I do honeſtly _ 
eis Wl confeſs and profeſs, that I have ſeldom witneſſed 
Mr. ſuch a performance at ſo early an age; for I do 
in not believe ſhe was more than fifteen, and in 


every part of the difficult taſk ſhe had to ſuſtain, 


gd: I do not think but a London audience would have 
car- joined in my humble opinion, that her merit was 
ced, undoubted, and not only gave promiſe for a little 
bk but a great deal; which makes me think that not 


only from what ſhe ate chat nicht, as 2 
| I 2 
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ed daughter of mine being at Hull 
3 55 ſeaſon mentioned, 1784, was diſengaged, : 
in conſequence had waited' with her parents 
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' novice, I was convinced ſhe could have done a 
great deal more had ſhe only been put to the trial. 


My company being loaded, and my lady ſingers 
tenacious, and Mrs. Jordan ſo undoubtedly clever, 
and as univerſal as clever, my nameſake, Miſs 
ot engaged; but ſhe had given 
Tuch general ſatisfaction, that Mr. Inchbald (ſon- 
in-law to Mrs. Inchbald) Who was to have his 
benefit on the 3d of, December, judged-it well 
Worth his while to make an offering deſerving 
her acceptance, and on his night ſhe acted 
Roſetta in © Love in a Village,” an. arduous taſk, 
particularly with her little figure; for though 
well made, ev en for the ſmall. clothes; yet on 
the whole, her e too petite, it muſt be 
confeſſed, for characters where conſequence and 
elegance of manners are required: However 
he did not loſe ground, but acquired, all con- 
ſidered, additional fame. A proof the public had 
formed ground for good opinion, the. Was an- 
c nexed in the bills, 


KNosnT ra, Miſs WILKINSON, . 
1 ng lady 20 was received with ive 
. applauſe in 5 character "Ml Tas gg OF THE 
i 0 Es Sh. 2 ; 


After ſuch incomes u of merit, it 
would have been as inhuman as impolitic, to have 


let my nameſake remain in diſtreſs, with parents 
to e and who might, ſoon A me; Which 
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| rare out to be really the wt 2 a few months 
aſter: But it occafioned uneaſineſs to Mrs. Powell, 
(now of Norwich) and what was worſe, Mr. 
Powell her hufband, who was of infinite true 
ſervice to the public and myſelf; but theſe things 
were ſo, are ſo, and will be ſo to the end of the 
chapter; and why ſhould it be ſtrange that ſelf- 
intereſt and ſelf- vanity ſhould be preferred to that 
of others: Abfurd to think of, unleſs we could 
conform to the ſtrange opinion of the only ſpeech 
I have read in the new play of Croſs Partners, ? 


: which hints, that the greateſt gratification we 

can feel is from the reſſection of- behelding the 
_ happineſs of others. That we may feel a ſtrong 
8 degree of conſolation from ſeeing thoſe in life 


we with well k and/ eſteem, to ſee them ſo placed 

as to ſecure-a proſpect of laſting happineſs, I _ 
can and do in many inſtances conceive as a high _ 
conſolation to my mind; but to prefer their hap- 
pineſs, and make their ſcenes of bliſs, a ſuperior 

| ſelf-gratification.- for my wants and misfortunes, _ 
is a flight too high for my comprehenſion. . How- © 
ever, Miſs. Wilkinſon was engaged, and as one of 
the fraternity without the kiſs. She ated Stella, 

in © Robin Hood,” for my benefit, on Tueſday, - 
December 21. I judged it neceſſary, as ſhe had 
ſecured public eſteem, and as ſhe was really in 
want from various cauſes, to give her a benefit, 


which Was. on the 31ſt of December, 60 Lionel 5 
Z OW 
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and Claria,” I ated Oldboy; Miſs Wik inſon 


"ſtudied, Clariſſa; and Mrs. Jordan, (who from feel. 


ing for herſelf, knew well how to feel for the woes. 
of others) kindly ſtepped forth to give her- 
helping hand, and acted Lionel; and from her 
well-known fenfible manner, and voice formed 


for articulation, no reader will doubt who knows 


her, but that Lionel that night, in point of ſen- 
fible expreffion, was acted in a manner not ex- 
preſſed by every performer of that delicate part. 
Miſs Wilkinſon had a fine crowded houfe, and 
| ſhe added the Lecture on Heads, and obtained | 
repeated and additional lanction and apa to 
her performances. 

An awkward circumſtance 1 on the 


| hat of December that ſeaſon: Mr. and Mrs. 


Brown were to have their benefit, play, „The 
Buſy Body —Marplot, Mrs. Brown; with a 
pantomime, called Neck or Nothing; or, A 
Flight to the Gods: „ And Mr. Brown actually 
flew (by the help of a wheel above) from the 
ſtage to the gallery and back again as the Harle- 
quin; and with the aid of his flyings, his ſink- 
ings, his aſcendings and deſcendings, he amazed 
the faculties of eyes, though no? of ears. 
It cannot be doubted but ſuch an extraordinary 
bull. of-fare, would excite the appetite of all who 


were hungry for ſuch airy food. The houſe was 


i crowded—1 __ that 155 at a Cr 8 houſe 
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= Ws! Linn; Hull, and being A little inebriated, - 
: | did not get to the theatre till late i in the evening, 
ö ba found on my entrance I had been called for. - 
* A diſpute it ſeems had aroſe in the ſtage-box, as 
I | to the number of- perſons who were to fit in the 
1 
$ 
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front-row of that box. Appeals were made to 
the audience by the different parties who wiſhed le 
to poſſeſs it; Mr. and Mrs. Brown made their 
5 appearance to appeaſe, but were not ſuffered to 
. be heard; I was ſummoned and not to be found 
+7 the theatre was threatened with miſchievous con- 
4 ſequences, for which 1 cannot conceive a any one 
o reaſon, nor 1 believe my reader; for the front 
bro was only let to its uſual compliment of ſix, 
e which ſaid number i it had cofitained without - 
s. WW fingle remonſtrante to the contrary, from the year 
he 1766, to the ſaid year, 1784; nor could the cauſe 
2 of complaint originate” with me, but the box- - | 
A Wl keeper, had the places been wrong: But ſurely © 
ly to the catalogue of faults a poor manager is liable 5 
he W to, none would be ſo hard as to call on him about 
le- diſputes with different parties as to places; for 
k- if the box-keeper” acts wrong, he can only, with 
ed any propriety, be complained of the next day; 
but if J am either dining out or at home, fick or 

ary well, engaged or not en aged, if I were liable to 
ho be called on the ſtage, and to anſwer for a point 
vas of buſineſs, that of the letting of places, of which - 
ule 1 am as ur as the Fr Lord of the Ad- 
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. miralty, and 1 hope to continue in my ignorance; 


as a more difagreeable buſineſs I. cannot con- 
ceive, (as daily experience proves) for there i is as 
much jealouſy as to the precedency of places with 


the audience part, as there is behind the ſcencs 
for the lead of principal characters. A lady of 


Hull, who is now no. more, called aloud that 


cvening, for Wilkinſon to be brought on his 


knees, becauſe there was a riot in the theatre, 
owing to a party having taken only five front 
ſeats in the ſtage-bot, and refuſing a ſixth perſon 


from having. the fixth ſeat; which completely 
1 filled the row, and a ſea officer, (huſband to the 
lady who had the fixth place) diſputed the point, 


and from that aroſe the diſturbance. I need not 
| hint that the Hull lady of ton, Who called ſo vo- 
: ciferouſly for me, was not of a pedigree. as long 
1 Cadwallader's, nor her breeding or good 
nature borrowed from any polite., tables. 1 have 


15 been informed the lady had once appertained ta 


the theatre of Drury-Lane; as 2 decorater of the 
ſtage-apparatus to a tragedy queen: But if that 
was really ſo, it ſhould. have taught her more 
breeding and knowledge. Certainly. the lot. of A 
manager is liable to unavoidable, as well as un- 


deſerved blame. E But this I dare aver, 0 do not 
know any vanity. or ſelf-ſatisfaQtion this life can 


give, equal to the public voice being unanimous 


1 and agreeing ey are : woell uſed, and the Wen 


5 
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deſerves every encouragement. I have that true 
happineſs at times, and it invigorates, „„ 
glorious triumph of flattery that cannot be de 
ſcribed, and indeed comes ſo very ſeldom, it would. 
be affectation to reſiſt, and not court it Certainly, 
I wiſh to deſerve, and am eager to catch at it: 
When I fail in merit, from ignorance, let my will 
and wiſhes make amends for the deficiency. As 
to the Hull riot, I ſhould mention that it died a 
natural death, but not without great diſturbance 
at the end of the firſt, ſecond, third, and fourth 
acts. However it was got over without any 
damage being ſuſtained and the officer at aſt: 
Was appeaſed, and-the remainder of the evening 5 
went on ſmoothly; and the next day I ſtruck out 
number 6 from the front row, and inſerted num- 
ber 5, and have not heard Me any eee of - 
that kind ſince. *. | Re 
I will here drop OF curtain at Hul ou ah E 
ſeaſon 1784-5, and draw it up at York, with | 
that theatre 1 embelliſhed, in the month of 
January 1786. It will be noticed, that all the 
performers 0 at Hull had made their 
appearance before at York, ſo the only novelty. 
was Miſs Wilkinſon, who played Patty in The 
Maid of the Mill, on 8 January _ 
T7688 ; 
| Theſe dates though qedions to repeat a in-" 
different to the reader, are of ſome little moment: 5 


15 


0 


3 RE 4-36 
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and ſatiefaQion! to the ourgoſity: of the performers 0 
themſelves; to thoſe whom it makes appear older 
on the ſtage, they would ſkip the leaf; to thoſe 
whom it makes appear youn ger, 15 leaf is kept 
| open. 


Early in Hes 1785, Signior Scaglioni, 


with his dancing dogs from Sadlers Wells, per- 
formed ſeven or eight nights at York theatre, 


and were really followed, and brought full 


houſes. Whether the judgment was right or no, 
is not for me to decide; I can with truth ſay they 
entertained me, and I laughed immoderately at 
almoſt the whole of their performances: Indeed 


I received double entertainment to any other 
ſpectator, for I not only was pleaſed with the 


dogs in the theatre, but had my bow for the 
money they occaſioned into my pocket before 
ſupper, by way of a whet to my appetitez which | 
_ . occaſioned another grin, not that of the moſt 


horrible, but placid, agreeable, and full of ſmiles. 
« Fontainbleau, or our Way in France,” was 


got up that ſeaſon, and I gave its firſt repreſen- 
tation (after being at the expence of Muſic, 


Scenery, &c.) for Mrs. Smith's benefit, on Sa- 


turday, Feb. 26, 1785: I caſt Lady Bull to Mrs. 
Smith; Miſs Bull to Mrs. Jordan. Mrs. Smith, 
though proper for the character, yet diſliked _ 
ſo much the playing it, that notwithſtanding her 


having the compliment « of 0 the firſt e ent- 


1 n 


; ; - 
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ü for er; own bones, yet we eiquarrelled 150 = ” 
cauſe 1 refu 
repreſented that character; and ſhe was ſo fooliſh - 


my a particular requiſite when ſhe 


as to put in practice what ſhe-faid ſhe would, 
that was, ſpoil the character every time ſne 


played it; and no compliment to her wiſdom or 
her folly; for ſhe really kept her word moſt ri- 


gidly, and when ſhe was. loſing her own reputa- 


tion, gloried i in thinking ſhe:vexed the manager: 


We quarrelled ſo much at Leeds on the ſubject, 
that we agreed to part at the expiration of articles, 


the end of May 1786, and never were TORN ” 
again in YX orkſhires: Miſs: Wilkinſon that? - 


{on improved nightly.--—Mrs. Jordan had 5 5 


offer, which ſhe accepted, for Drury-lane the a 
autumn following, 1 believe Mr. An of that : 
theatre was the principal agent. . 

Mrs. Jordan was not by any. means gaining 5 
ground that feaſon ſhe grew very careleſs and 
inattentive; Was very often really or fiftitiouſly ill. 


On Merz Mills's benefit, March 15, 178 55 ſhe was - 


to ſing at the end of the third act of Cymbeline 
and to act the Poor Soldier; ſhe declared ſhe - 


was indiſpoſed, and would not ſing the ſong, 


and no perſuaſion would do. Thoſe who know. - 
Mrs. Jordan muſt know, without the leaſt offence; 8 


ſhe i8 very obſtinate; ſhe may be led but will not 5 
be driven on the ſtage nor off, unleſs when ſhe ie 
. the humour: ee the ene would not a 
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as the Poor Soldier; ſhe was very pa 


- 


194 TU WANDERING. PATENTRE. | 


ſuffer the play to proceed. Had ſhe not been! in 


| the farce, and ſtaid at home under the pretext of 


real illneſs or very probably was really ill, all 


might have been well, but it certainly appeared 
ſtrange that ſhe could act and ſing the Poor Sol- 
dier, and yet not be able to chaunt a little ballad. 


Mr. Mills attempted to addreſs the audience, but 
all in vain, and on the Jordan came, ang dreſſed 


pPleaded 


illneſs; fainted againſt the frontiſpicee ; ; but all 


| would not do, for Poor Patrick Was Nie to 
; | fi n g. : . : 


In the beating Waere of c youth,” lil; 


from the «© Summer Amuſement” 3 which Was as 
truly ridiculous for Pat the Soldier to fit ing, as 
when I was in Dublin the audience making me 
ſpeak Woodward's © Poor Prodigal,' ” when in 


large boots, ſtuffed belly, and roſy cheeks T x was 
dreſſed for Major Sturgeon. 


The drama” s laws the drama's patrons give, a —— 
We who live to pleaſe, muſt pleaſe to live. | 


Not that the audience 1 believe would have c con- | 


quered, had ſhe poſſeſſed that charming i ingre- 


dient with which ſhe now rolls in plenty, but 
her benefit was not over, her pocket did not clink 

with gold or filver, perchance not even with cop- N 
per; ſhe could not afford to retaliate, or aim at 


— 
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MIS. Jordan has more ſenſe than to ſuppoſe; _ 
nn relating theſe follies and tranfactions, Lmean 
any more than to make her laugh, as well as any  .. 
other reader; her not being ſo affluent at the 
time Lam making mention, reflects not the leaſt 
diſgrace, as ſhe never can ſhine more in her 
days of proſperity than in her days of affliction. 
Mrs. Brown, that ſeaſon, at York; acted on 
Saturday, April 2, the Country Girl, which play 
being rather obſolete, had eſcaped Mrs. Jordan's 
attention, as to her inſpection as a reader, and 

it had not been a play acted during her time in. 
Dublin 3; ſhe was ſurpriſed at the effect Mrs. 
Bro N n the audience by her performance 
in that e and it ſtruck Mrs. Jordan's 
ideas ſo forcibly, that ſhe declared ſhe would 
ſtudy and ack that part the following winter 
at Drury. Lane: and I do believe that ſeeing Mrs. 
Brown play Peggy and; ſeveral of the principal 
girls' characters, was what luckily, I may ſay for 
her, drew her attention to ſuch parts, which have 
turned out fo greatly to her credit, fame, and 
rapid fortune: For the reader may obſerve, that 
in the courſe of Mrs. Jordan's few ſeaſons at 
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t Vork, (the Romp excepted) ſhe hardly ever ap- 
8 peared in ſuch characters. She played univer- 
z : ſally, it is true, but they were ſuch parts as Zara, 
at 


in Zara, Jane Shore, Indiana, Rutland, ſenti- ” 
mental * Say hates 8 opera Parts, . 
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| ſuffer che play to proceed; Had ſhe not 3 in 

the farce, and ſtaid at home under the pretext of 
real illneſs or very probably was really ill, all 

| might have. been well, but it certainly appeared 


ſtrange that ſhe could act and ſing the Poor Sol- 


dier, and yet not be able to chaunt a little ballad. 
Mr. Mills attempted to addreſs the audience, but 
all in vain, and on the Jordan came, ang dreſſed 
pleaded 
üllneſs; fainted againſt the frontiſpiece; 3 but all 
would not do, for Poor Patrick: was obliged « to 
Gn 85 Sus 


as the Poor Soldier; ſhe was very pales 


„ In the prattling| t ef f youth, . 


from the « Summer Amuſement ;* which was as 
truly ridiculous for Pat the Soldier to fi ing, as 
when I was in Dublin the audience making me 
ſpeak Woodward's ©« Poor Prodigal,” when in 


large boots, ſtuffed belly, and roſy checks Ty was 


dreſſed for Major Sturgeon. 


"The dean the damn jg wh, 
We who live to pleaſe, muſt pleaſe to live. . 


Not that the audience 1 believe would hare « con- 
quered, had ſhe poſſeſſed that charming ingre- 
dient with which ſhe now rolls in plenty, but 


her benefit was not over, her pocket did not clink 


with gold or filyer, perchance not even with cop- 
per; ſhe could not afford to retaliate, or aim at 
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in relating theſe follies and tranſactions, I mean 


time I am making mention, reflects not the leaſt 
diſgrace, as ſhe never can ſhine more in her 


Mrs. Brown, that ſeaſon, at York; acted on. 
Saturday, April 2, the Country Girl, which play 
being rather obſolete, had eſcaped Mrs. Jordan's 
attention, as to her inſpection as a reader, and 


in that character; and it ſtruck Mrs. Jordan's 
ideas ſo forcibly, that ſhe declared: ſhe would 


ſtudy. and ack that part the following winter 
at Drury Lane: and I do believe that ſeeing Mrs. 
Brown play Peggy and: ſeveral of the principal ._ 
girls' characters, was what luckily, | I may ſay for 
her, drew her attention to ſuch parts, which have 
turned out ſo greatly to her credit, fame, and 


7 | rapid fortune: For the reader may obſerve, that 
. in the courſe of Mrs. Jordan's few ſeaſons at 
t Vork, (the Romp excepted) ſhe hardly ever ap- 
e peared in ſuch characters. She played univer- 
85 lally, it is true, but they were ſuch parts as Zara, 
& in Zara, Jane Shore, Indiana, Rutland, ſenti- 
men nt gay lachess — * 9 


Mn. endes has more ſenſe than to ſuppoſe, 


any more than to make her laugh, as well as any. 
other reader; her not being ſo affluent at the 


days of proſperity than in her days of affliction. 
it had not been a play acted during her time in 


Dublin z. ſhe was ſurpriſed at the effect Mrs. 
| Res on tlie audience by her performance 
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5 3 Goth chien 8 William, e or 
Soldier, &c.; ſo thoughl granted her great utility, 
great merit, and great and infinite genius, yet I 
had not a thought of its being poſſible for her to 
have ſucceeded to ſuch a degree in the girls cha- 
racters. This is not a proof of my diſcernment; 
- and it is as ſtrange that Mrs. Jordan's great ſuc- - | 
_ ceſs in the Romp, in Yorkſhire, did not make her 
anxious to try in that caſt of profitable playing; 
and ſtill more ſtrange, that we did not mutually | 
agree on the experiment, as ſhe had acted witn 
me four winters from 1782, in the ſummer, till 
September 1785; and till the ſeafon 1785, when 
Mrs. Brown played moſt of thoſe parts, they had 
been very indifferently ſupplied: Her plaintive 
tragedy then had great merit, and her Poor Sol- | 
dier, William, Romp, &c. juſt as well then as 
now, and the figure to the full as proper. It has 
. bun often mentioned and credited that Mrs. 
Brown taught Mrs. Jordan, but that had no 
| Ae f the ſimple fact is here told; beſides - 
I do not think Mrs. Brown had a wiſh to give 
any inſtructions, nor the other hdy the leaſt in- 
_ clination to have received them, had they been 
offered; each held the abilities of the other in 
the higheſt contempt, and there Was no love 192 5 : 
between em,. | 5 
I!, cannot cloſe my e e e inex- 
preſſive hiſtory of the York ſeaſon without noti- 
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i dat on Tueſday, April 26, 1985, Mrs. 


YATES, on her return from Edinburgh, obliged 
me with her inimitable performance of her fa- 


vourite character of Margaret of Anjou, in the 
Rev. Mr. Franklin's “ Earl of Warwick,” when 
I aflure my reader, ſhe played as well that night 
as any time I had ever ſeen her. There cannot 
be left a doubt remaining but that the audience - - 


were all gratified in the higheſt degree: The 


epilogue was equal to her aſſumed majeſty; and 
ſhe was as well pleaſed with her reception, as the 


audience were with her excellent acting. 
I ſhall not expatiate on my dear friend Mrs. 
Yates's merit, as an actreſs, - the world of play- 


' houſe attendants have all paid tribute of ap- 
plauſe, and tears for her irreparable loſs. I have ; 


ſo often mentioned my. inſignificant opinion. of 


Mrs. Yates in my Memoirs, that to be tedious 
on her allowed and eſtabliſhed character, would 


be ſuperfluous and impertinent; however, I can- 


not- quit Mrs. Yates, without remarking, that 


her laſt performance on any ſtage, (Mrs. Bella- 


my's benefit in London excepted) was at York 


that evening, as juſt now related; her very laſt _ 
was in the June following, for the: FOTOS 6, 


unthinking Bellamy. . 
The farce added to The Ear) 4 W * 


was © Cymon z” Sylvia, Miſs Wilkinſon ; Fati- 
ma, Mrs. Jardans 3 and Dorcas, Mrs. e 
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6. rx WANDERING PATENTEE. 
Mr. Yates witneſſed the performance, Ind pro- 


nounced Mrs. Jordan as merely a piece of theatri- 


5 cal mediocrity; Miſs Wilkinſon as very pleaſing and 
N prom ing; and Mrs. Brown 8 Dorcas as the beighth 


* 


of excellencs. 
After having recounted: Mrs. Yates 8 bm 


$ 


ance at York, and the other exploits, I wilt haſten: 


to the middle of May, 1785. pack up bag and 


. baggage, bid my farewel-to. York Theatre and 
the audience, and ſet my reader. down at Leeds 


- 


for the ſummer ſeaſon, 1785... 

The firſt week of opening was the woah er 8 
Whitſuntide, when Mrs. Siddons, THE GREAT, 
Was to act at Mancheſter for 6 nights. I poſted 


there from Vork on the Sunday, with two i 


gentlemen of York, Mrs. Wilkinſon, : my ſon, 

a2 young gentleman, and a lady who has 
ſuſtained the leading character in York city, 
and on Monday, May 235 with great difficulty 


obtained ſeats (for Mr. Mattoeks would. not 
interfere in that matter) for our little party, and 


we ſaw Mrs. Siddons perform Iſabella that even- 


ä ing, and Jane Shore the following. We went 
den to view the Duke of Bridge water's cut, and 


on the Wedneſday evening we all arrived /afe at 
Leeds. Indeed I cannot ſay ALL, for one of the' 
gentlemen got ſuch a cold from the heat attend- 
ing the difficulty of taking places; that he had a 
ſevere fit of illneſs, and from that time to this 


A 2 


n WANDERING PATENTER. 


182 
Freq o nt. x telſon, all owing! to our party oY 
pleaſure... wa 
At düst. time 1 ack Mrs. Robinſon, 8 15 
Mrs. Ta ylor) who had been all the prior ſeaſon. 
the add ng of Mancheſter, but then a little in 


the dumps at Mrs. Siddons, in May 1785, acting 5 


her firſt eſteemed, characters; and I believe dal 
not judge much ſuperiority due, more than al- 
lowing Rs the. Os: of whim, wenne And 
faſhien gn 
Mrs. N was to 800 5 1 at 1 RY 
and on the Wedneſday I arrived from Mancheſter, 
the. made. her firſt appearance in that heavy 
plaintive part of Elwina in * Percy, ” which ſhe. 
played with credit, but not equal to her forms 
of fancy. After the play ſhe acted the Iriſn 
Widow, which not only in my judgment, but 
every body's, was much ſuperior to her tragedy... 
Her figure in the ſmall clothes was neat to a 
degree of perfection, and her deportment, ſpirit, 
and conception of that part was I think the beſt 
I had then, or have ſince ſeen. Her ſecond night. 1 
was Iſabella in © The Fatal Marriage.” Mrs, Jor- 
dan's mother, Mrs. Bland; who was. fitting at the 
ſtage door, while. Mrs. Robinſon was. acting, 
frequently took hold of me by the hand. or coat, 
clapping her apron before her eyes, and begging, 
as an act of kindneſs, + would inform her When 
chat fright had done acting and ſpeaking; for 1 
was fo horrid ihe. 6 could not look at her. z 
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But that prophecy was not verified; of which I 


| wiſh Mrs. Jordan Joy, though my compliments 
may not Be: ROW: her en in my * f 
- Raton. 
© Mrs. Robinfon finiſhed hes. nights of * 
| ance with Roſalind, Wedneſday, June 1, 1765, 
was much liked every night ſhe played, became 
ba favourite, and the applauſe, when ſhe 
made her laſt courteſy, on that occaſion, was ac- - 
companied with regret, as 5 they mar wiſhed 1 


her continuance, - 


Mr. Moody ene Mr. 888 et 0 
ſummer, who was well received; was then en- 


and had 


gaged at Drury-Lane for the winter, 


only played one ſeaſon there: His firſt. appear - 
ance at Leeds was in Voung Meadows, on Fri- 
day, June roth. I was ſtudious to oblige him, 
| dere him frequent: invitations, Parcel at. 


* 


as the other. nnd one evening his 4 wag” | 
15 9 with Mrs. Robinſon, ſhe wondered 1 
could. allow the merit I did to that Mrs. Jordan; 5 

for her own part, ſhe could not diſcover any, or 
if any, it was not beyond a ſmall ſhare of medi- 
ocrity. Ske thought the poſſeſſed ſome judg-» 
ment, and would venture to pronounce -when I | 
loſt my great treaſure, (as I termed Mrs. Jordan) 
in the autumn, and 1T went to London, IT would 
ſoon be turned back again upon my hands, and. 
1 would be glad to come if I would accept rr. 


vu WANDERING PATENTER. | : 19 


Tork races, but ſtrange to tell, I haye not W 
him off the ſtage from that time to this. Yes, 1 


have laſt ſummer, 1793, at Liverpool, which * - 
| meeting afforded me much fatisfattion.. . 


I muſt. inform the Yorkſhire auditor, he 8 


8 been much diſpleaſed had I preſented the 


opera of © Inkle and Yarico” to public view, and I 


would have incurred much deſerved cenfure, if that 


piece had been performed without the ſcene of the 


Quay, or even the ſign of the Crown; and Yarieo | 
was acted, and well, by Mrs. Powell, but withgut 


fonge 1 ; which. was actually the caſe on Wedneſ- 
day, July 3, 1793, at Liverpool. That theatre 


is noble, but it cannot boaſt of ornament or 


novelty as to ſeenery. The ſcenery there is „ 


the remainder of that with which it was opened | 
2 long ago as June 1772. 


Mrs. Jordan grew ſo careleſs, that her FO 
was on the decreaſe that ſummer: Her bene- 
fit was on Monday, July 25, when ſhe aQed 


Imogen in the play, and Rachel in “ The Fair 
American“ in the farce : The houſe was thinly 


attended indeed. I mention this circumſtance, 
as the year following, when London held up her 
train, the reader will Gao a wonderful nee 


A Leeds. 


_ Miſs Wand; that Aid; n not in * 
teens, acted the Fine Lady in “Lethe, and as 


a child was very clever; but as I ſhall have o o- 


OE 


Ez 
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-caſlon by and bye to mention her- when nearer 
maturity, I will leave her for- the preſent, and 
introduce Mrs. FARREN, once known at Drury- 
Lane Theatre, and who was very handſome; but 
when T'beheld her at Leeds (from what cauſe or 
cauſes I know: not) the figure was grown un- 
wieldy, and the acting very coarſe and heavy; 
her behaviour was very rude and commanding, 
attended with great inſolence, fo that engage- 
ment ſoon broke to my ſatisfaction. I cannot 
_ anſwer for the lady's inclinations as to our ſepara- 
tion, as I never have heard of her from that 
=. fummer, 1785, to the preſent hour : I do ſuppoſe 
| the is gone to © Our kingdom come,” or ſleeps 
with her anceſtors, without thinking of the 
Counteſs of eee eee or RE nes 
" ay: 5 
e Auguſt 195 we bid . nt — 
back to Vork for the races, where Miſs VALors 
was engaged: She was a very deſerving woman; 
for ſometime the Colombine at Covent- Garden, 
and was a very good dancer: I was ſorry ſhe 
was not done juſtice to at York, as ſhe had really 
merit and ceconomy, and good principles added 
to her good conduct; but I do not know how it 
Was, the ladies did not like her eyes, nor the gen- 
tlemen neither, and after that it was impoſſible 
for her to be pleaſantly received. - Miſs Valois,/ 
only continued with me the winter ſeaſon fole 
ee that e 1 785. 85 
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defire of Lady Gallway. Mr. Wilkinſon” (bro- 
ther to the young lady of that name) performed 


claſſes; they likewiſe . exhibited three or four 


Jordan was better where the Ce: than | to d Venture 


: on the London boards. | oh 
Mrs. Jordan” s laſt appearance, as a Hy of my 15 
„company at Tork, was on Friday, Sep. 2, the 
WH week after the races, 1785, and her laſt night 


i WH vas at Wakefield, on Friday, Sep. 9, 1785, in 
8 the Poor Soldier, from whence ſhe ſet off with a 

; doubtful heart for London city, dubious of POE : 

, ceſs; but in a few. weeks ſhe made her debut, 
e and in a few nights after being ſeen, was ſo eſta- 
y bliſhed in fame and favour, and fo increaſing on 

d the public mind, that it is needleſs for me to tell 

it the reader, what he or ſhe and every body knows, 
* how ſhe faſcinated, nay intoxicated, I may ſay, the 
le 


for as ſhe moved they followed. 
le - 
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1 501 not any 8 comet 1 a 5 fail : 
that meeting, yet did remarkably well. The laſt 


play of that week was „The Inconſtant,” by 
on the wire, alſo he and his wife on the muſical | 
nights at Leeds. The farce to © The Inconſtant” 
was © The Poor Soldier.” Mrs. Siddons was that 


night at the play: Mrs. Jordan acted the Poor 
Soldier, and Mrs. Siddons ſeemed to think Mrs. 


with me, that year, as a Yorkſhire comedian, 


London audience, and played at V. ee 1 755 2 


Mrs. Robinſon articled with me, on n Mrs. 1 1 
dan's departure, for the winter ſeaſon; and at 
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the Iriſh Widow. 


. Where, the chooſing any part for a firſt appear- 

ñIaäance in a town; indeed it is made ſuch an abſurd 
Aſe of, that many perſons indulge their vanity 
ds for that night only,” which often convinces 


appear again in it. Not that J hint that to be the 
caſe reſpecting Mrs. Robinſon, now Mrs. Taylor, 
for ſhe was an eſtabliſhed actreſs, and had been 
uſed to the boards from her childhood. Her 


making choice of Portia, Mrs. Smith took. in 
7 great dudgeon; ſhe was tenacious to a folly: In 
3 cConſequence, to prevent the play being acted as 
4 I had appointed, Mr. and Mrs. Smith made ſe- 
. | cret application to Lady n to deſire 
4 | Mrs. Smith might act the part; which her lady- 
mſmip really did require, and with her on opinion 


ſieen Mrs. Robinſon on the ſtage, yet her lady- 
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Portia, as Mrs. Smith had .conveyed a notion 
it interfered with her intereſt, and would in con- 
ſequence be an injury to her fame: But as the 
bills were printed off the day of the requeſt, it 
was impoſſible for me, as manager, with juſtice 
or any degree of propriety, to diſgrace Mrs. 
Kobinſon at ſuch an enen and ae ee 


Welebeld, in the race week, ated Portia ana 


It is a rule ſeldom bathed: to. 1 8 any | 


the audience and the manager they never need 


in favour of Mrs. Smith: For though ſhe had not 


ſhip conceived. a diſlike. to- the ſeeing her act 


*behaviour: on my part. Hor ladyſhip was in game. 
degree convinced, came to the play, looked very 
cool on Mrs. Robinſon, but in the farce. began to 


to decorate her perſon : The appellation of Con- 

: greye'$—** As latternly as an aftreſs,” can never 

: be made applicable to that lady—Her powers are 

; good voice not muſical, and at times runs ſharp | 

; to a degree her judgment is good, but ſome- 

: times hid and clouded like the cruſt of a penny 

k tart, which is ſpoiled by the cake of ſugar; by 

5 which elegant ſimile I mean, Mrs. Robinſon is 

* naturally and habitually apt to let affeaation 

=_ 6» where the characters ſhould only take place, 

# by which. predominant. feature, any indifferent 

: ſpectator would eaſily and quickly decry—< Oh! 

a O I have found you out I perceive it is not 

1 Jane Shore I am hearing and ſeeing, but PRETTT 

5 Mrs. RokixsoN the afreſs.” Now as that per- 

A former poſſeſſes a ſtrong underſtanding, the ſhould 

* take care of this, for ſhe does not confine. it to. 

. the ſtage, conſequently ſhe is too often Bing off | 
the ſtage, without knowing it. : 

we We all are too apt to like a certain part of our 

E own manners more agreeable to ſelf than to 

Ce 


others, which i is not obſervable to ourſelves, be- 
cauſe u we e have adopted, without knowing, pecu- 
. en Mrs. Taylor. Sn 
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alter her opinion more in favour of the ſtranger. 5 
Mrs. Robinſonꝰ has a perſon well made, and is 
as neat as if ſhe had a dozen virgins at her toilet 
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dear dear 881.6; WM © 
_ -and' becauſe | we do not perceive the blemiſh, I 
Wonder any perſon | ſhould find out, What we 4 
either do not, or will not, be unwillingly con- | al 
vinced of. I have twenty geſticulations, all the g 
effect of bad habit, Du hr 0 not diminiſh but F 
enereaſe by the ween. = 
5 dare ſay no rig: has been i So as 115 1 
5 mention this to the lady in queſtion, but if ſhe Ml * 
Will alk: any obſervant” friend, on whoſe judg- | Y 
ment ſhe can depend, * would wager that the 
i gentleman | would anſwer, 60 Why, my dear 
madam, you are a good actreſs, and a valuable 
= woman, but I muſt in part, if 15 am to ſpeak 

ü truth, allow that Mr. Wilkinſon 18 not entirely 
wrong in his opinion.“ — ut it is owing to that 
foible which makes her reſtleſs and unſettled in 
many of her engagements, and that too often 
occafions much diſagreement, altercation, notes 
upon notes, meſſage after meſſage, and in the 
concluſion is ſo teizing and perpetually perplex- 
Ing, that it prevents not only laſting good en- 

1 gagements, but does not ſtimulate to the increaſe 
of new offers. Her own inclination, as a per- 
former, leads almoſt entirely to tragedy; 3 ſhe was 
the Siddons of Mancheſter; but tragedy is yearly 
85 decreaſing i in public favour; and though to ſee a 
good actor or aCtreſs, a tragedy now and then 
may certainly be allowed, if well performed, an 
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legit andi improving entertainment, yet comedy 
muſt take the lead, and that jade Thalia has evi- 
dently conquered by her wiles and ſmiles the 
artful Melpomene, in ſpite of her guards, dag- 
gers, and the poiſoned bowl: Therefore Mrs. 
Robinſon has been wrong in paying ſuch ſole | 

attention to the tragic walk; not only becauſe the 
Iriſh Widow is one if not the beſt of her perform- 
ances, but being partial t to blank verſe only, taxes 
away her utility; and for a more material reaſon, 


her features, though truly delicate and pleaſing, — 
as before obſerved, yet they certainly 2 are not pro- 
minent or ſufficiently marking for Zara, the 


Grecian Daughter, &c. and are much better cal- 
culated for the line of genteel comedy. I am 
not ſingular in that opinion, for a gentleman of 
much allowed judgment in theatrical matters, 
Colonel Balfour, when at Doncaſter, aſked me 


the reaſon why Mrs. Robinſon was perpetually 


acting tragedy, and all the comedies without her, 
where ſhe evidently would ſhew to more advan- 
tage, as her features he ſaid were not impreſſive 7 


for the one, but were ligt and calculated for the 


other. However Mrs. Robinfon was deſervedly 


much admired ;. and I do abt want, or mean by 
what 1 have ſaid, to leſſen her merit, but allow + 


her a conſiderable ſhare, and only wiſh her to do, 
what ſhe may eafu 2 do, increaſe her theatrical | 
reputation by giving more : II The 7 is ” 

Volume II. Fo , We. N 
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angry with me for theſe ſentiments, „I ſhall be 
extremely ſorry, for 1 wiſh her well, and ſhall be 
glad to ſee her « once more as an ne od, an 

acquaintance. T 

I muſt take my leave of 4064 cd IS her pre- 
ſent, and muſt not forget to mention that my 
little treaſure, Miſs Wilkinſon, (for fo ſhe truly 

proved in a double capacity after Mrs. Jordan's 
departure) was bold enough to attempt the hazard- 
ous undertaking of the Poor Soldier at Wakefield 
and Doncaſter races, 1785: It is true ſhe did not 
ſport a leg like the Jordan, neither was her perſon 

:fo tall, but ſhe was then a delightful pretty girl, 

- and made a ſmart little ſoldier: She was received 
with raptures, and gave that farce a new run for 
the enſuing winter ſeaſons at Hull and York.— 

The firſt night ſhe made her effort in that cha- l 

racter at Doncaſter, I ſupped with my true 

friend, General St. Leger and a party of gentle- : 
men, at StanuePs Hotel, when every one of the } 
"+ arty after ſupper requeſted T would receive a c 
- guinea from each, which commiſſion I accepted, W . 
on the conditions of my vwn guinea being added 7 
| - 'to the favour. This was preſented as a compli- | 

ment for the great pleaſure ſhe had afforded ſo 1 

immediately after the loſs of Mrs. Jordan. of 

Miſs SwALwWELL (now Mrs. Southgate). made | 
her firſt appearance at Doncaſter, on the night of a 
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er plefote very good, an uncommon. well made 
„ figure in the breeches characters, very attentive, 
N a pleaſing aQreſs, underſtands a little muſic, has 
7 ſweet warbling pipe, though not powerful, and 
added to that, is a dutiful child, of excellent cha- 
3 racter, and may be without compliment, truly 
called, (hat ſhe was and is) an amiable and 
good young woman; that night ſhe only ſung 
two ſongs, The Prattling Hours of Youth,” 
and & Thou Soft Flowing Avon.” Since that 
time ſhe has been my Colombine, and credit to 
moſt of my genteel comedies, very uſeful in my 
operas, deſervedly well received in the Poor Sol- 
dier, . er 1 in _ e e an 
ben 158 | ; 
I took a trip to ſee a Cos at Sheffield; whites a 
Mr. Pero had taken poſſeſſion of the theatric 
throne, in October 1785; I ſaw a Mr. Southgate 
act the parts of Acres and Billy Briſtle, and was 
highly pleaſed, fo much ſo that I promiſed my= 
ſelf much acquiſition, and judged Mr. Southgate 
would be one of the firſt comedians on any ſtage. 
I made overtures to him in the courſe of the 
winter, and an engagement took place in April, 
1786; and when I arrive at that 9 5 will in- | 
troduce him to the reader. + 
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ade And now with Mrs. Robinfſan (oy tragedy 
of queen) i in my hand, Ibid farewel, to elegant Don- 
85 and 3 paſs and begone ow . where 
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we . the theatre, on "Tueſday, October 8 
1785, with“ The Natural Son,” and on Tueſday, 
Nov. 1, Mrs. Robinſon made her firſt appearance 
in Roſalind, and was much liked; after that ſhe 
played a run of firſt rate characters, and Was in 
pPuublic eſteem to a particular degree of favour 
and notice, in private as well as on the ſtage, by 
ſeveral of the moſt leading and reſpectable cha- 
racters in the hoſpitable town of Hull. 
"5 0k this time a particular plan of alteration: in | 
theatrical politics and arrangements in the Hull W v 
Theatre took place, which gave a damp to the 
buſineſs during the nights where I was concerned 
till the benefit nights began. "To" a {lranger the 
narrative will, I fear, be far from intereſting or 
entertaining, but to a York and Hull reader, ra- 
ther neceſſary, and will I truſt not be offenſive or 
unacceptable: | It had been a cuſtom for years to 
open the theatres at York and. Hul for the mana- 
ger's nights on a low ſubſcription, in order, I do 
ſuppole, originally to ſecure an audience, and | 
make plays generally known and faſhionable; 5 
and nothing io likely to procure. cuſtomers than 
holding out a remarkable cheap commodity; for 
we all like bargains in every ſtate and ſtage of 
life. Before 1 proceed to my particular part of 
the hiſtory, or even my old predeceſſor's, I will, 
as a ſtrong ſpecimen, treat the reader, (if I may 
de e the term) MR: wy e very 
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= old | Joi curious ils and eng relics, i 
0 by which the reader will judge how ſtage per- 


11 formances were rated i in the e ſo late as 
2 605 or 15 youe back. ; 
4 "Twas PETIPUL, *twas wendy PITIPUL.” ; 


„ 1 with 1 had not read them, but here they fol⸗ 


tow from the originals as. then printed.——T i in- g 
nude the firſt as a curioſity, pp it imerferes- ; 
| MW vith the 1 ag of f | ; 
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New THEATRE NE. 


% my Lord. IRWIN's Vard, Vork. 


On Tussnar, the Iſt of October, 1734. will be  afted, 
a PLAY called, 


© HENRY the IVth: 


| IR THE 


A of Sir John Falſtaff, 
To which Mr, KtReEGan hopes the GENTLEMEN tar 


Taps of this City, will favour him with their company, 


it being the only night he deſires, before ſubſcription - 
time, notwithſtanding. his great charge for THEIR RECEP= 
TION. . | 
Boxxs, Three Shillings, 
.  Prr, Two Shillings. 
Sr, Three Shillings. 
MpprE GALLERY, One Shilling. _ 55 
n. B. The 8 will be all new dreſs d with New Scenes, 


from LONDON, fultable to bis Hovsz : With a Prologue and 
 Epilegue. The Musiex conſiſts of Overturer, Concertos, Sonator, _ 
and Salm. Three Pizces will be perform'd before the Pray A 
begins: The firſt at five o'Clock, the ſecond at half an how _ 


after five, and the third at fix; z at eli end DE RON I the Cur= : 
1 angles awnrup. oY, 


On THURSDAY, the 1d of ORober, 1734. 


_— begin a Suns car rin for Twenty-ſix PLAYS, at 8 
fer Week, Box and Stage-Tickets a Guinea and a Half each: 
A Ticket for the Pit One Guinea. Tickets may be transferr' d. 


| Thoſe who don't ſubſcribe, are liable to the above- mention'd _ 


Price. As there is no difference made of the Boxes, thoſe, 
who beſpeak them firſt, ſending their Names ro the Box- 
Keepers, will have em kept for them, 4 


N. B. No SeavanT will be admitted 10 2885 peg of the he Houſ 
| with a Sensen ion Tiex zr. | | 


I. 


THE 8 er kvrer. : 
„ d eee CASE or . 
6 THOMAS KEREGAN, 


„ PROPRIETOR OF THE THEATRE, 


. ct Humbly addreſſed to the Quality, Gentry, and | 


8 Citizens of Lokk. 


= . ſuffered very much of late in my 
S Jr buſineſs, and, as I apprehend, by an ill opinion 
e concei | of me for keeping up my ſubſcrip- 


Ren ! the price they were firſt given 
e out the erecking of my new theatre, it 
40 1 | : * ſuggeſted that they might be af- ä 

„ forde: lower price, but an unreaſonable 

70 defire, do myſelf had made me reject 


de the. ak CE Mot my friends in that reſpect ; 1 
0 thought it my duty, as well as intereſt, to give 


the inhabitants of this ancient city the beſt 
. ſatisfaction J was able in this affair, by volun- 


< tarily laying before them the ſtate of my laſt 


"46 quarter's accounts; whereby it will appear, 
d e that I was near one hundred pounds a looſer by 
She laſt quarter's ſubſcription only: And as 1 


e never did defire any thing more than a reaſon- 
« able maintenance for myſelf and family, I 
ce humbly hope, after the great expence I have 


ec been at, that I ſhall not be compelled to re- 
move my Company to ſome other place for 


4 want of encouragement here. 1 beg dn fur. 


. 
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er: e ther to inform the public "hw notwithſtand- 5 
« ing I haye lowered. the pi* tickets to ſixteen 
* ſhillings, the advantage 5 have received by it 

a hath been very ſmall, vis. only the addition of 
_ « fourteen ſubſcribers, notwithſtanding it redu- 
c ces the pit to ſevenpence halfpenny a night, which 

« is leſs than half the price paid to the meaneik *- 
company of Players in the kingdom. Befory 16 
« ] conclude this ſhort repreſentation of my cle, 
41 cannot but take notice, that it hath been in- 
ſinuated very much to my prejudice, That nei- 
&« ther - myſelf, nor my wife, have been fufficiently | 
4 thankful. for the favours which have been done us 
« in coming to our benefits : Whereas I can fays 
ce with great truth, that no one was ever more 
* ſenſible of (and thankful for) ſuch favours than 
ce we both have always been; however we may 
& have failed in any acknowledgments from the = 
„ ſtagez a thing never practiſed in any theatre 1 
© but this, it being contrary to the rules of the 3 > 2 
© ſtage; But as we are now ſenſible it is expected = 
« from us, we ſhall take care for the future, to = 2 4 
« the beſt of our knowledge, to do nothing 
8 40 which may give offence to any. of our friends: 8 
8 and benefaQors. - % 8 
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6 47 Box ers at one guinea and 


- © 8 
5 


1 To charges of new people coming 


8. 31 nights charge, at Al. ter night, ) 


“ half each 


2 eee 


FRED 
; BEE 8 


eee 
634 Pit, at one guinea 9 35 14 © 
The half of five benefit —_ 83 98 * 


= NS Chance money taken 1 1 time of the 55 5 O 


“ 128. 1 2 pit bes per. arch” 


45 children 


5 For the uſe of 3 8 pro- | | | 


be To Mrs. Evant, and 8 Len 4 of 10 | . 


— 


4 perties, c. four ſhares or ſala- [ „ _- 


0 ries, allowed by the meaneſt 
„ companies abroad . 


dc with new ſcenes and clothes, c. 


ee from London 


* 


_ © vis. 5 benefits, and 6 ON 
© tion man =: d; 


„ 


ns! x = 
y 7 


= Getting up two I 
30 o o 


10 10 0 


Has 1 7 


124 © © 


-_ 


” By 


46 of receipts 288 13 3 


a Sum total of expences 364 8 „ 


- Lon laſt TONE 


95 14 5 


cc 
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l SS BS. So 


Jö; ̃ͤ ro gl 
«© Oltice keeper” '» =; 


| Door keepers . : - „ 3 


* Tallow, oil, bocton; od candles 
Bills one day with another 


cc JohN EMMETT. _ 


6 For 6 a more 1 particalay F the SOOT - 
"IM accqunt of the nightly charges 7 e e. 
0 cluſiue of MAI Sc. 3 | 


: * : 


«© Wardrobe keeper ol, Ns . 
« Clerk and numberer 1 


* 


35 


«Stage keeper : 4 — 


c Co als e „ OY 


N G S DO 


0 
* 


«Incidents one night with another 
« Rent of the houſe as. now built up 


/ i em. 
"<LI to the Door rares . 


00 O % 


The perſons who take my money, and de- N 
« liver out all the ſubſcription- tickets, have ſet 
_ & their hands to this account; and, if occaſion 


U 1 5 are 117 7 to make oath of the ſame. 
1 . Wagga 3 


2 aan. 


«Beſides play books, writing of plays out, 
«and odd parts; for writing out muſic for en- 
© tertainments; drink for the muſic at practice; 
: cc. TENETS: from ſeveral players; ee and 4 
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7 ſmiths; jobs, often f 3 18 my 


© ſes, frequently broke; waſhing the ſtock linen; 
. * cards, wax, and the printing ſubſcription tickets; 


* and many other little articles that are impoſſi- 


© ble to remember, which exceed four pounds 


ce per night. 


8 Tickets delivered for the preſent quarter are, 
& 32 box tickets at 11. 118. 6d. each, is fifteen- 


« pence a night. 31 pit tickets, at 168. each, is 


« ſevenpence. halfpenny a night; both which in. 


< the whole, pay me no .more than two pounds, 


“ ſixteen ſhillings and fivepence a night, for 


acting, or five pounds twelve ſhillings and ten- 


« pence per week: So that Lam obliged. to ſtand 


ee the favour.of the town for 161. 55s. per week. 


„ N. B. All thoſe, who are willing to encou- 


< rage the preſent box ſubſcription, ſhall be al- 


e in proportion for me. PLAYS. that are. 


| 6c © zone ” 
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6c To the GENTLEMEN: and 
ee City of. YORK. 
5 | & GENTLEMEN and Lapies,, : 


ce The preſent indifferent Matten of; * 


« PLay-Hovse at YORK, and your great diſ- 


«poſition to promote Pheatrical Diverſions, en- 


© courag'd me, ſince the death of Mr. Keregan | 
and his ſon, to undertake the regulation and 


«improvement of that STace: Upon which I 


<:apply'd in perſon to Mrs. Keregan, thinking 5 
“might, upon reaſonable terms, enter upon the 


«© management; both with your and her approba- 


« tion,” but to my ſurpriſe, inſtead” of meeting 
« with the civility. 1 imagin'd my propoſals de- 


« ſery'd, ſhe treated me in a manner I as little 


4 merited as expected. However, finding this 
« uſage from Mrs. Keregan, I made my deſign 


« known to ſome gentlemen of this city, wha 


ce were pleaſed to promiſe: me all the encourage- 

« ment they ſeemed to think ſuch an undertak= 
« ing deſerved, and perſuaded me to publiſh my, 
« PROPOSALS for a SUBSCRIPTION, not doubt- 

« ing, as Thad the good fortune formerly to meet 
« with tolerable ſucceſs in. my theatrical capa- 
« city, I ſhould not now fail of it. in my 8 5 
„ / In aye 1b. 


Xx, 


> SH 


117 
57 by 
1 - 
"_— 
14 
þ 1K _ 
. 
ts 
$1 
* 
7. 
16 
i 
£ 
; = 
£4 
5. 
7 
fi 
' Y 
12 
10 
fd 
ic, 
th 


2. — 
1 
r 


. 
. oy . 
3 


B 


TI 


r n PPP IP Ewa Wl AB Spa OI nn 
* " 2 4 — U 2 bt . „ hy 
X * 2 EY - f 
a * \ 
| rn : 


1:8 
| 
; 3 
a: 
JI 
' 
- 


et P R oO 8 A L 0 188 
1 OS to have a new and commodious 


„ Theatre (to be ſituated in ſome convenient | 
x2: * ere of. the city). the model of thoſe in * 
„„ 


0 There ſhall bi bevel . ſets of new 


im 3 painted by the beſt maſters in London, 
4 with all ſuch properties and machines as are 
& required as well for ornament as uſe, 
The Orcheftra ſhall conſiſt of a BS num- 
« ber of hands, to make a complete Band of 


« Mufic, that may correſpond with the reſt. 
c A Wardrobe of ſuch clothes as ſhall no ways 


« be inferior in ſhape or trim to | thoſe on r 


ky ſtage, the quantity excepted. - 5 
«© The Company ſhall be made up of" ſeveral 


« perſons from London, the reſt to be collected 
“4 from travelling companies; in which particu- 
“ lar care ſhall be had to their private life, that 
© they may be as ſocial off the ſtage as entertain- 


« ing on it. And that I may be enabled to pro- 


4 cure ſuch people, I will make an addition to the 
oy ſalary before given, and by that means make 
up a better company than has been in we city 


« but London. _ 
e Eyery ſeaſon there ſhall be ow up en 


ce Plays, Operas, Farces, and Pantomimical En- 
cc tertainments as are done with any reputation 


« in London, and with the utmoſt expedition. 


6 


y Subſctiption for 


« cke Boxes 100 15 nnn practiſed, 

« and at the uſual rates, that is to Tay, One  - 
“Guinea and an n Half che 1 and che Pit : 
c One Guinea. 5 


Mr. 4 in; OI FRIEND 3 laſt paſt, 


& miele an abatement in the Subſcription; which _ 


« I believe was occafioned through the barren- 
c neſs of his diverſions, rather than a defire in 


_ © the Subſcribers to reduce the price, I therefore 
“ hope it will not be conſidered as an impoſition, 


« if J reſtore the Subſcription to. what it was, 
c ſince my expence both as to houſe and per- 
“ formers. will be more confiderable, 4 vm 
9 9 more agreeable. 


« The Gentowen-and Ladies ho are e willing 1 


to encourage this undertaking, I hope will ex- 
« cuſe my perſonal application, my - buſineſs 


« Thee moſt obedient humble na | 


174. 


6 The ſaid Joby Abs was well whos: in onions at 


Covent-Garden Theatre, as a comedian, and was in great fa- 
vour as the Clown in Harlequin Sorcerer and other Panromimes, 
in which he has ſeldom been equalled, and never excelled. He 
died at Bath, where he had been ſeveral years direQing manager. 
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obliging me to attend the theatre in London 
"OP latter end of May; and am, hg, 
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nice peruſer, but to a Yorkſhire or theatrical reader 
they certainly axe remains of, antiquity, that 


— 
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old relict 's of play-bitle* may appear te- 
| and unneceſſary to a ſouthern or 


inconteſtibly prove the ſtate of the, York Theatre 


| many years ſince, and give information to me 
Which I ſhould not otherwiſe have be 


en led to 
have imagined, which is the circumſtance of the 


Boxes formerly being three ſhillings chough not 
continued at that price: For previous to my 
having any knowledge of the laws and cuſtoms, 
Which are widely different from any other the- 
atrical ſtate or little community, the ſubſcription 


tickets to the Boxes for 35 plays transferrable at 
York, Was Is. 26; to the Boxes, and 7d. only for 


the Pit, then raiſed when the New: Theatre was 
built, in 1764-5 (and ſtill remains the player's 
Ny rendezvous); the Box. ſubſcription tickets. were 
28. 3d. per night, and the Pit 18.; the which 


cuſtom prevailed, and was continued during the 
life of my predeceſſor, Mr. Baker: On his death, 


the expences of the Henin 0 War. ſay) was fo. 


"AT ann Tart myſelf <7 tata bony” 4 old 
play- bills; indeed ſo much ſo, that if any lady or gentleman i is. 


in poſſeſſion of the bills for Drury-Lane and Covent-Garden,. 
from Sept« 1746 to 1752, and if the poſſeſſor of ſuch (to me an. 
CY nvaluable treaſure) would treat me with the loan, or as a pre-- 

ſent, do not know en e | make weh a e fool.mors. : 


OT bappy. | on. 5 
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: extravagantly ihertaſed: by my unthinking head 
and laviſh hand, that no objection could be made 
to the advance on Box admiſſion to 38. and to 
ſubſcribers for a certain number of allotted nights 
the ſeaſon was 18. 6d. which continued till the 
year I am here treating of at Hull, Oct. 1785. 
How the rich performers. of London, who are 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and who feed. 
ſumptuouſly every day, will ſmile at our humble 
fare, and the demands of price urged by many as 
impoſing and not worthy the payment! though 
the ſubſcribers required in 1785 were not equal to 
that demanded and paid without grumble, or taken 
as offence, from the ee, at North e - 8 
Durham, and Sunderland. . _ 
At Wakefield and at B 1 is not 
0 ary ſubſcription ; but it muſt be allowed. the ſea- 8 
ſons at thoſe towns are very ſhort : Wakefield in 3 
particular, cut off by the inevitable plying guil- „ 
lotine of Doncaſter races. 1 
M. Stephen Kemble's bebte es at * 
age year Lam writing this ee is 28. Ms : 
to the Boxes, and. 18. 6d, to the Pit... Yee” 
5 I hope the reader will. pardon this. Pe 
ö and dry matter, as it may hereafter be thought 
* wonderful, and even. may not eſcape ſurpriſe = 
from the ſouthern reader now; as the. Boxes i > 
London at preſent are 6s. and the Pit 38. Gd : 
Atthe little country _ at : Windlarthe Boxes 


| are: at Bach 4. and were for feverat fe- 


: fors 58. 3 and at Liverpool they are 3. * 
: mi 
to 


e eee the theatres, eaſt, weſt, . 
and ſouth, will, I hope, flouriſh in preſent and 
future ages, without being impeded, ſapped, and 4 
demoliſhed by the devouring French Carmagnols, W 11, 
who threaten to pay us a genteel viſit, and with = 
foe, fo fum, ſwallow all us devoted man, up wad 
3 for their breakfaſts. 1 
But with the courteous vendor's permiſſion, 1 Pl 
ill now proceed with my narrative of 2785. b 
The above obſervations on the foregoing me- ful 
5 a and tracts muſt evince the low ſtate de) 
the theatre was held in at that time; and from the ent 
ideas formed from the audiences of Hull and * 
York, the ſubſervience of players muſt have been not 
very great, and in ſome meaſure accounts for the pla 
| Hberties I may ſay, that many perſons whoſe riſe do 
has been dependent on lucky circumſtances, yet the 
find it a reſtraint, and difficult to behave as well IU lea. 
(as their knowledge will permit) to perſons of the 0 
tage, without conſidering that a ſet of people M ſen 
| whoobtain property on the ſtage, which muſt be iſ to 
| done by ceconomy on one part, and with obſerva- i anc 
tion and knowledge as to the other: And ſuch, in 175 
fact, are the laſt characters to whom ſuch beha- ms 
viour ſhould be offered; for they ſhould reflect, © pit 
that a player of any tolerable reputation, muſt. 9 
GG ein 


muſt be more general than that of perſons confined; 


8 have left plenty for the 


application. Mop e e re : 


plain of bad receipts, his 
the conſideration, till the word faſhion gives the 
lead and the ton. In the proof in point relative 
to the ſubſcription plays, which I have. juſt pre- 


to find 73d. mentioned 


21 — 


be vu ed of chat n | Anil as obſervation is a 
very good teacher, their obſervation and experiences; 


to a round of one circle in life. The player alſo: | 
muſt have an idea of wit and repartee, or be a 
head indeed, when ſo many great and clever 
ind every day to 
whet and tharpen his underſtanding, with a little 


fined habits of thoſe in the lower claſs: For, not 
having their minds more enlarged, relative heels 
fubjeQs of converſation, they deem ſtage players 
dependents as much as themſelves, merely w_— 
cauſe a man pays a price at the door for a 
tance,—which ſhould be conſidered is at pleaſure, 
not on compulſion.” For the manager may com- 
xpences, &c.; all which 
doleful ditties, produce no effect on the purſe or 
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ſented here to the public, it is almoſt Sagas 
and yet the public not ſotisfiedy, Aut rods: abies | 
1755, or thereabouts, it was raiſed to the enor- | 
mous ſum of—for 30 'nights—Boxes is. 6d,—. 
Pit 1s. —and ſervants admitted which at pre- 
ſent | is unknown + in any theatre out of my own. 
:ureuit. as ——— * 


. 


—— - Ty 4 
— —— 9 
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dime with Mr. Baker, but from the year of his 
_ - death, 1977, till the ſeaſon I am now entering 
upon as an hiſtorian, 1788. Perhaps the Box 
and Pit ſubſeribers· might, on average, amount at 
e York and Hull from 121. to Tal. per night. At 
firſt that ſubſeription was ſupported by the prin- 
eipal families, but as the of annual ſubſcrip- 
tion on ſuch cheap terms grew ſo familiar, and 
plays rendered thereby too cheap and common, 
it is no more ſtrange than true, that ſeveral per- 
ſins of opulence withdrew their names from that 

narrow ſcale of ſubſcriptions; 3 and. plays by. that 
= means were a dreg; and it occurred by picking, 
out particular faſhionable. plays, or ſuch: as per- 
ſons wiſhed to lee, they ju ged would not only 


— — — 


n 2 — . — — 8 
— ̃ — — — — Ponce 


.» .: 


ton with ſubſcri tion pla 
New, ſays an obſervant reader, Why, 
5 Mr. Tate, if the principal perſons at 3 and 
Hull declined ſubſcribing, how. could that effect 
your intereſt, if you did not like the ſubſcription, 
ſubſcription. of courſe muſt be leſſening ? I 
will anſwer that as conciſely A 


allow: Know then, that when the firſt families 

declined taking thoſe truly cheap tickets, that com- 
modity, like bad French Aſſignats when not at par, 
e 1 


were ee to be iſſued in 


: N be Hill cheaper, but leſs fatiguing. 3- at the lame. 
time ſaying, if Wilkinſon was not to oblige the 
plays he would Wee N 


my ſtupidity will 


JJ :! 


. 
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wt with ill leſs: advantage; for on that hint all 
the lower order of barbers, waiters, &c. (not to 


leave out many of a higher order) would buy 


ſubſcription tickets, ſome from 12 to 15 or 20 of - 
each ſort for the Boxes and Pit, and the way of 
ſecurity Was thus.- Mrs. B, the cobbler's wife, 


would rap at Mr. Alderman Such-a-one s door, 


and requeſt permiſſion to ſee the lady of the man- 
ſion, which being granted, Mrs. Cobbler-woman 
was deſired to enter and take her chair, that is, 
if the lady of the houſe was in a very good and 
condeſcending humour (for a great deal depends 
on that cireumſtance with even myſelf and other 
great perſonages for men like plays are very. 
different) ſo the ſolicitreſs for ſubſcription tickets 
ng ſeatẽd on her great rump, her little rump, - 
or r her no rump, or which ever the reader likes 
beſt, ſhe proceeds after a few hems for the liberty 
taken, to extol the lady ſhe is addreſſing for her 
general goodneſs, her numerous and wealthy fami- 
ly, the good actions they daily are beſtowing, and 


the grace with which her ſons and daughters con- 8 


ſtantiy ſhew themſelves, whenever they appear in 
public; all this, with a thouſand et cateras, we 
will ſuppoſe not only as fact but well told, 

and as it was to ſerve for the next family (per- 


haps at the next door) the repeater was ſo perfect . - 


as to improve, as every actor and actreſs (ſhould 
do) from che Fre 5 aner of playing. the. Part: 
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and modeſty, © My dear Sir, I am no- body 
no intereſt; in che world, - you have my withes, 


— 
odd 
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But T malt digreſs a little more to OY 2 1 : 
believe not any thing gives an additional vigour 
to fooliſh ambition, which is inherent to all, than 
Fhen a tap at the door even to me, Mr. Wilkin- 
fon, to intreat and implore my intereſt on ſuch 


an occaſion, I anſwer with all my natural candour 
have 


but it is impoſſible for me to do you any ſervice,” 


: eagerly wanting to get rid of my ſtrange viſitor, 

5 But the artful (and we will ſuppoſe) inſinuating 

i gueſt, replies, O, Mr. Wilkinſon, you do not 

know your own importance in this town] you 
are reſpected by every body, you are ſo good; 

| you could ſerve me not only more than you 1ma- 

gine, but I would as ſoon have your intereſt to 

| ſerve me as any gentleman's in the town: If I 

had not known your conſequence, I would not, 

you are ſure, have given you this trouble.” On 

this I, Mr. Wilkinſon, fancy the petitioner talks 

5 only what is feaſible and wasTLY SENSIBLE, and 


it muſt be all truth. Indeed I feel myſelf a much 


| greater man than when he rapped at the door, 


and the ſupplicant much more ſenſible and leſs 
troubleſome, than when he” interrupted me and 


: entered my room, when I intended to get rid of 
him as ſoon as poſſible, and give nothing; in- 
| Read of which my hand ſlides imperceptibly into 
| * e . give e where Tintended 


5 . 


to give 3 and liknothes great men, avs 5 
him I will do him all the ſervice 1 can. So much 
for flattery, but people ſhould know how and 
where to flatter, and not to let it have the leaſt 


appearance or intention of the kind, otherwiſe to 


a man of the world, there is nothing more ob- 
vious, or more eaſily diſcovered. I have often 

been praiſed, ſometimes from ignorance, ſome- 
times with deſign from perſons of little under- 
ſtanding, ſuppoſing I was ſo weak as to ſwallow 
any thing of that ſweet ingredient. I have been 
told by ſeveral I played Lord Ogleby better, or 
as well as (my friend) Mr. King: Whether they 


meant flattery or to laugh at me, I will not de- 


termine, but this I can aver, that I was diſguſted. 
Now the way to have z:cþ/ed ſuch a fooliſh graut, 
would have been to have found where my opinion 


reſted, and then I ſhould have faid to myſelf, — 
<« Theſe are all ſenſible people, I always thought 


I had merit in thoſe characters, but now PAR bt | 


find I have more than I allowed myſelf. FF. 


If theſe ſuppoſitions are natural, the Aly | 
will forgive my vanity in the prattling indulgence 
J have entertained. myſelf with, I beg pardon, 
and will leave my opinion of flattery and return to 
the cobbler” s, or barber's wife ſoliciting on a viſit 
for ſubſcription tickets 1784, or any ſeaſon the 
reader likes beſt previous to 1785. The lady of 


py 


the family having liſtened to the harangue of her 
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bene s, and above all, Yew: ae. at 
length ſhe ſmiles, aſks the good woman to drink 
2 glaſs of wine, or perhaps ſomething more cheer= WM 
ing, after which the purport of her viſit is deſired. M 
e Why madam,” ” ſays Mrs. Cobbler, « I have 
| obſerved you and your good family are great 
friends to the theatre, and I have a particular 
_ reaſon (hoping it will not give any offence) to 
know whether you intend taking your uſual num- 
ber of box ſubſcription- tickets for the theatre 
this winter ſeaſon at Hull:“ The lady pauſes, and 
after a little recollection lays, « Why, look ye, 
Met. M. Bar- d he- calluum, mine and my huſband's 
family are numerous, we have ſubſcribed for 
ſome ſeaſons paſt, becauſe I think it right to give 
encouragement to Wilkinſon, as he certainly 
does not ſpare any expence to entertain us, but 
we were yeſterday after our dinner talking over 
the ſubject, and think we ſhall decline tickets in 
future: — But, Mrs. What-d'-ye-call-um, what 
may be your reaſon for aſking ?” « Why, ma- 
dam, —ſfays the other in reply, © iny reaſon for 
| aſking is, that I have already made up my mind dr 
for ten ſubſcription pit, and fifteen box, and if 
pou would fayour me with your commands when de 
| you and your family go to the play, vou ſhall it 
buave the preference, and I will ſubſcribe for five ni 
more box tickets.” —* Five more box tickets !” ni 
en the lady; „why, how will that be an advan- 0 


8 — 


| nights you choc 


came in 7 o FO were hawked, inthe la, 


3 


huſband and daughter, but to clear 1 
to purchaſe a new gown and petti at, like cg 
L have on, madam, which is owing to the pro- 


duct of. laſt: year's ſubſcription plays.“ ce Oh! 44; 
; ſays the lady, ſmiling affably, < cc 


5 5 80 5 woman, 


um, —a gown. and POCO. in profit the. lady ; 
; ſighs, « good woman, claps her hands. up and 
down her knee,” 56 you may be aſſured ve will 

not take a ſubſcri ption ticket but from vou, and 


A : 
38 
| Ip 


give you timely notice Good woman, What 


-@ friend to Wilkinſon P?. Many a gown, cap, Kc. 7 
have-I been. myſelf : told of by thoſe retailers, as 5 
che profits ariſing from their ſale of tickets, "oY 55 55 


des che including a belly full of plays on de 
vights as were not of quick ſale by the candle. 
Now this matter though fictitious as to the. 
ars N g here, is no more than an exact Tepre- 
(Mation-of what the plan of f ubſcription wWwas 
doubly reduced to; ſo that inſtead of deereaſing 


it increaſed, and ought to be, as it Was, A, 


niſhed; for generally on what were called weak 
nights. at the theatre, the holders of tickets either 
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tage to your” Wh ſha 8 I 
- haves 1 flow” ets at tao bs 6 2-piere -on-thoſe 
doſe to attend, and thus vou 
will ſave the expence of full ſubſcription: And 
I don't doubt but I ſhall be able, on the average 
of nights, not only to ſee a few plays with my 
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ücket ſold for a ſhilling, and; a pit taker for ſix- 
pbpence: By that mode the theatre had an appear- 
daun of an audience it is true, but it was a cre- 
„% dit for the audience entirely, not for the mana- 
„ ger; for I have often known 11. 10s. and zl: to be 
the amount of the caſh. taken at the doors, and 
there have been houſes in the courſe of the York 
and Hull ſcaſons that have looked tolerably; but 
it payments were neceſfary on ſuch nights, they 
3 would have only proved the ſhadow of a ſhade; ; 
bor if put to the teſt, my orders given for the play 
. muſt have paid the induſtrious tradeſmen's bills. 
VV expences of theatres are how ſo amazingly 
oY different, as indeed are moſt articles in life, 
within the laſt 36 years, that in 1758 at Drury- 
Lane, and in 1760 at Covent-Garden, the charges 
bor benefits were only 60l. At the Hay-Market, in 
| 4 2793s the charged expences 1 believe were 1g0l.* 
Iii was urged that the mode inſured an audi- 
= g Fra = ence, which was comfortable; and it alſo Pro- 
cCured me fo much money, which was another 
comfortable circumſtance z ; but thoſe who argued 
5 in that manner, did not, or would not conſider 
1 (Which was worſe) the difference of theatrical 
5 during the laſt 2c years. in eve y. thea- 


Ween Y „ Me Drlets's boxes (ors Fad) 2 hs Nees hath Church, 
BUT at iy at advanced rue” but when N ome they 
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a 25 to ſalaries, board, wardrobe, and a chou- 1 
x ſand of cæterat; 3 it was therefore like. falſe ace, 1 


Full will ever feel for the manager, or lend a 7 „ = 
moment's thought as to the ſubſtantial part. 3 1 
baker would get great cuſtom if he would ſell a n . 


for buſineſs. and popularity; therefore with my 


| following. notice at the opening of the ſea- 
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the appearance glittered, but would not make = 
the pot boil ; and no audience that ſees. a houſe | - = 


3 


roll, but I negd not aſk where his eſtate | 3 3 
profit would he from ſuch a ridiculous' an ; 


good threepenny loaf at the price of a prey” 10 A | i | 


es being doubled, ay e, trebled, Liſſued the 


ſon, 1785. The taſk was hazardous, a8 it was _— 
ee condemned, and many ſerious ene- 1 = 4 
mies created even to a degree of ſpleen „ 
rancour, from the uſual numerous purchaſers 1 
of tickets; thoſe. of 9 ſuperior .claſs Judged © Tl 
me Wrong, 1 never would )e contented, never 19 
thought I got- enough, and laughed at my igno- 
rance; and knowing they could either come to 
the play at any price or let it alone, did nor n 
me or my ſubſcription worthy notice or 33 Ie | 
unleſs a lack of matter at the tea-table, and then 9 | _ 1 
he theatre, the manager, the actors and ackreſſes, 1 
ina dearth of converſation, can be taken up as a l 
topic, and thrown under the table as ſoon as EO 
cards appear; and when the King of Hearts and IS 
Quee des- . thoſe cards be now | 5 EN 
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© called i in s Se; ?7)—have: had theit reign, = 74 
nager, or Mrs. Siddons, or any other performer 


- can. be picked up agai * and dreſſed either to ad- 


. vantage, or in ſuch oelours as the good nature or 
| - the" ill nature. of. the mind dictates, who has for 
eee of other amuſement, condeſcended to ſtoop 

"I ow. as even to > me, who ſometimes a am : mat- 


C4 5 * 
+44 . + 7 >. fps > SES. 7 ( 5 
$ - Ss . oy ts © L B FA, ag b & 4s A 3 . if 


= 5 N 75 1 my ROY or follies aro, * e jon, | 
| 6 e draws: his wit out, and begins « duſectio on.“ 
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i E 7 1 . 5 Moy . TEIA TE Rox an, Hort, 08.” 13, Wo 
=. 1: he 4 Nr. Wilkinſon reſpectfuſi informs che 
ts public, his weekly payments: are * aboue' reble t 
= late Mr. Baker 5 conſequentiy impollible to 
5 « undertake the preſent engagements at the 
. 4. uſual low prices of ſubfeription ; 5 as the ſala- 
BE . Tries this year! to performers are 40l. weekly, ane 
WES et the ſubſcription much to the diſadvantage of the 
1 15 75 8 i: theatre, by moſt of the reſpectable families u- 
h 1 5 « ſubſcribing, but purchaſing” tickets on the 
= ſtrongeſt nights of per ſoſſẽ wh Will venture as 
e far as to hazard perſonally the ſale of from twelve 
1. to fixteen tickets and upwards, which of courſe 75 
—_ re muſt be a very material i in jury to the re ceipts =: 4 
=: wh of the theatre; and a ſubſcription 1 never taken 5 
by Mr, Wilkinſon at "Wakefield, Sheffield," or 
Eg) 7 | 1. Doncafter, where, beſides public weeks, plays at 
3 1 "hg Wakefield Theatre 185 * in che e al 
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: E « FR or. 1 8 eee at ang: nor any 

; 2 60 «ſubſcription. now in any town. of. equal conſe- 5 

| | 3 « quence. to Hull and Tork in the A 0 

| 5 Mr. Wilkinſon,.. however, not entirely to give 

. © up a cuſtom, will. try a ſubſcription. this. gear. ” : 


- | 1 « « 5 fourteen nights at Hull and York, at the 
| «x ices. only given at Durham, Shields, and 
1 Sunderland ; Box tickets 28. per weren 
| « 46. Scl. per night. The falaries Are increaſed 
i « © ince | Eos „Swalwells firſt NOT; to. above Bo. 

« yearly... * „ 
„ As to, any 4, 0 -, e Oh, or ee Mr. 
« Wilkinſon will be very unhappy to even ſup 
46 poſe; becauſe a8 ſubſcribing: or. not, is a matter. 
Z « of choice, and to thoſe who frequentiy attend 
BY ke theatre, the additional price is not equal to 
: « the. uſual purchaſe of a ſale-ticket, and to thoſe 
« © who. come ſeldom it is no object, as the fixed . 
1 « prices are ſtill the ſame; and the leſs the amount 
Z ol the ſubleription, the more the intereſt of the 
« © manager to give the ſtrongeſt pieces, to induce . 3 
« the public to make the theatre faſhionable; on 
| # well as to patronize and protect his unremitting* | 
© endeavours. to gia. and e 5 : 
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3 The public, it is certain were not abel 5 
| but F: am ſure any candid thinking perſon, Who 15 
nderſtands even a little of theatres, muſt allow, ; 5 
| at fuck alte ration maſt have been ws or he 
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of thoſe benefits are great, many what may be 


ma; as indeed to ſpeak ſeriouſly they well may: 
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general, Thope, are glad to ſee it, and Lam proud: 
1 to acknowledge it is by the public all this has been | 


| . friends could wiſh me, and while maſter of br 


Property brett have been almoſt, ir not we;  W-- 
ruined: It never enters into the head of any au- 221 | 
 ditor, that thoſe nights before the benefits are my = 
only game. for winning or lofing 3 for though — W-: 


is true on my ſcheme of the Hull, York, and I 


Leeds, 1 take half tlie receipts on beneſit-nights, Ii 
_ after my deducting FAR or 5. yet only a few 


" termed decent; and a great many very indecent 5 
which on the word of a manager always ſhoeks 


For it will eaſily be conceived by the ſhare of a 
* houſe, I barely receive my expences, an. b 
by my ſhare of a bad benefit-night, am in too great 
a trutha conſiderableloſer. If aſked, *Why, poor 
Mr. Wilkinſon, how you ar uſed how clever 
and good a manta take all theſe pains, and drudge 
as you do for the public! Pray, how do you. Bre ; 
- fo comfortably, and without Profits?“ * Whey, 
Sir, I anſwer, ſolemnly, ſeriouſly, and honour- 0 
ably, 4 J do live comfortably, fo. does my fa 
milly; 1 have the credit and happineſs to brivg. 
_ them forward in the world, and the world, -" 


for which I have as much gratitude as my 


| willnever deny, but glotyin the acknowledgment. 
UH owever it LIC to 35 Public. ONE: in Nhe We not 2 


Ho Tas Wanpknr N 


to be long ſeaſons and the ſhares of benefits, with 
. ree weeks only tolerable houſes at Vork, Hull, 
«Ta zeds that I am indebted; for my profits wall 
-. be armer on a public week to any three weeks | 
on an average MEM” even $I beſt e AY 
be concerned.” 5 
In ſhort the matter, of et 1 FRE 1 a 
| aiouſly relating, has no buſineſs, unleſs as hiſtorical, 
in oy journal, and with the public opinion I fear 
general will be—* Damn you and your ſub- | 
beni ion, you either have one or have not one! 
Wny are we to read ſuch ſcuff about either you or 
J playhouſe? And as I feel that remark as 
_juſt I fubz it to it. Then,” ſay you, © Why 
not retract and cut it out, for you have wrote 
nonſenſe enough already ?” Wh 
true, but my reaſon is, the ſubject relates to an 
alteration material to the chain of the hiſtory of _ 
the York and Hus Theatres, and my own % 
ſelf; and I judged it neceſſary to the hiſtorical | 
ply and York Regiſter. 
| That plan of the ep as . 
1 Box 28. and Pit 18. 6d. was judged exhorbitant, 
5 and from that tirhe to this day decreaſed to five Box 
and two Pit tickets as purchaſers; but I hope to 
ſee the time when the ſeaſon before the benefits 
Will be in a greater degree faſhionable: Indeed 1 
wonder they are not, as J have the pull of novelty, - 
bes all The —.— 3 and Tn 8 


- 


ö rarkn: EE. LY „ | 


9 
4 
: 7 . 
q . 5 1 
. ” - . þ + = * 
4/ % 1 . ® * 2 
\ * 1 : 4 1 x : A 4 b- 4 
* 2 „i = 2 . : F : 
— $ : 8 % 
„* . + ; 4 
- F 
F 5 28 * 
bs K 
* 1 _ 
* l A 
* 55 \ b 
. 5 % : 


La 4 Y 22 * * 
2 * _y 
Af 
* — 
2] — * 
2-4 
5 | | 
$ & * 
10 * ; _ 
77 ; * oy 
. 7 po, 8 
7 9 * * — : s 5 f 2 4 
* a |: p . by . FLY 
WA % | 45 8 5 . 
* 1 5 of { 8 I 
. 


e ur WANDERING: PATENTEE. 1 


felt 8 e And good büfmelz at the 9 80 part 
of the ſeaſon, and in the middle of the winter, 


N 8 would rather help than injure the receipts to- 


wurds the latter end. Tou ſmile ſarcaſtically—as, 


E + in ſpeaking for ſelf—if 2 fault forgive me, 


reader: For how is it to be avoided when we feel 
and mean to touch TAE real, 5 cannot 
- touch. FFC Loy TY 
b 0 this ks a matter of es OY 


| 1 | all beg leave to talk, and dare ſay that is the 


only gratification L ſhall obtain; for write I can- 
nat, but ean make my mark and remarks, and all 
can do the ſame, even in the loweſt fituation ;— 
Indeed old men, like old women, will be talking, 
though the neceſſary apparatus for breathing. is 
 wanted'to-convey articulation and ſenſe. . So it is. 
_ onlythrowingme ontheſhelf of neglect; therefore, 
with all my-follies on my head, I bid, adieu to 


5 ſubſcription, and will introduce a wiſe. Engage- 
= ment. for Hull, the ſeaſon, 1785, which Fhave 


5 been treating about ſo long, and for a ſecond time 


Z wil nne Sno Seaglioni and his 17 290 
| lar . is. not 1 ons as Hat. 1 
| formed: the phantom or the dream of wonderful 
| galleries at that town; but it proved contrary to 
g Tl beer and eee For. the Hilary 
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35 1 che entertainment; ; ths: Hull . 1 5 


ence coincided ff the ſame opinion, and Signior 
Scaglioni and Mr. Manager were left to bark and 
growl at each other. Lou ſee the various ſhifts - 


we aim at, and When we expect to ſucceed, like 8 


other ſehemes in human life, they end in air and 
1 not t without the e then we ; mult. 


45+ 


. — 


«#7, 005 of all the 4 which e da 
550 The love of e _ en the mind.” TY 


"6 in that. exigence. 3 my e 1 1 
George Barnwell,” ” which, I expected from ap- 


_ plication, as it hadmot been done for ſome ſeaſons, . . 


would draw a decent houſe, but inſtead of a 
tolerable audience + (for the true ſenſe of the Hull 


Million be it recorded) it was not only an over- 


flowing theatre in every part, but one ol the 


beſt receipts 7 1 had known for years: That 955 
S—(2 pize on. them)—but George : 
Barnwell was a good lad. to me, and though. he 
Was hanged, put me. into an excellent 800d. hu- 


finiſhed the Dogs 


<A E 
2 


mour. 


27 
t 
ALY SY 


It may be wi 8 . "hat" George . 
Barn well has. drawn more. tears than the pom- 
pe us, tragedies of. « Alexander the Great, « Alt © 
for Love,”. &. : Popular prejudice ran high 0 
againſt this play previous to its repreſentation: | 
* one knew i to be founded on a well. 
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| known. ancient ballad; and ſo, coneeiipiithe: an 
opinion did the critics entertain of it, that on its 


firſt night, thouſands of the old ballad were pur- 
chaſed, in order to divert themſelves by drawing 


compariſons and turning the whole into ridicule ;- 
But theſe all-wiſe gentlemen were- highly difap- 
pointed; the merit of the play conquered their 
; Prejudices 3 it preſented them with ſcenes—writ-. 
ten ſo truly to the heart—that they were com- 
pelled to ſubſeribe to their power, and drop wack | 
ballads to take up their handkerchiefs. _ 
Before I quit this ſubject, I-cannot help wen- 
tioning two anecdotes relative to the effects pro- | 
| duced by this tragedy : The firft. is related by 
5 Dr. . 1 S of Yernehy): yo 2 
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| London, who, forcibly gruck by the fate of the. 
unhappy Barnwell, confeſſed, that being ſeduced 
by the arts of a wicked woman, he had robbed: 
his maſter : How far his guilt might have ex- 
5 tended be ſhuddered to thinks but fortunately 
indy ſeein g the e — The Doktor 5 
adds, that upon a proper repreſentation of the 
whole to his maſter, he not only forgave him but 
reſtored him to favour. Thus reſcued from the 
paths of deſtruction, he afterwards. became. a #1 vas. 
wabbe 9 of the community. 


{IO 
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> Ginilar: inſtance is mentioned ſince that time, ; 
which the late Mr. Roſs, x: am told, did at- 


teſt: He, if 1 am rightly informed, for many 


years regularly received a preſent of Twenty 
Guineas from a gentleman, an entire ſtranger to 
him, whoſe apprentice had happily been reformed 
by ſeeing kink? in tHe: ore, oy ee na e 
1 1 5 
A falr PR ID. EE Ps Ae as Aer 
5 feathers at Hull an opportunity of producing 
ſuch good effects from their volcanoes vomited 
forth againſt the ſtage ? No !—How ſhould it be? 
as their doctrines conſiſt only of pride, ſelf- 


ambition, and every uncharitable ingredient; _ 


ſuming that their congregations at Hull (to uſe 
| Shakſpeare 8. words) are as eaſily led by the noſe 
as aſſes are. Indeed the forementioned anecdotes 
prove the utility of a theatre, and i is a confirma- - 
tion of the following 8 from LY DN + 


* 


paper of Feb. ah n 


rhe As the eſtabliſhment of — flies. 
* in an immenſe Metropolis, is acknow- 55 
e jedged to be a meaſure of great public policy, 
_ *©the objects of that policy are ſurely promoted, 
e if the fituations of thoſe theatres are fo widely 7 
«apart, as to diftribute with convenience the 
«© Drama's rational entertainment. Nor is amuſe- - 


ment alone thereby promoted: For while, ON "of 
| L 6 i 


* 


— 2 CY 
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: « is 1 means wal eee t. Which 2 
e theatre affords, it contributes to-the kublitence 


| ec. of a great number of poor perſons; while it 5 


aids the public revenue, and yields a very con- 


0 ſiderable aſſiſtance to trade and manufacture i in 
e its vicinity, it preſerves the many, whoſe even- 
F ing hours hang idly on their hands, from . 


85 ſuits of RON 5 Fi ons pe. 


Ve 


1 nee notion inculcated by preachers, that the 


money fene at a theatre, is taken out of the | 
town. Mr. Dykes withed Mr. Pycock: to. under- | 

4 take the. building of a new chapel at Hull, on 5 

very low terms, urging, that it was allundertaken b 
for charity: Mr. Pycock archly aſked Mr. Dykes 5 


to inform him, whether he intended to preach. for 
nothing ? But ſo. much does the contrary inclina- 


tion prevail predominant. in that. benevolent gen- . 


. tleman s diſpoſition, that his boxes are let at A 
' moſt enormous price, and the bell tinkled every 


ten minutes laſt November, to put the people. i in 


mind the ee was waiting. with 8 
. tience. „„ ogy. 


Indeed, ſo 85 Gans 3 8 8 Hull 5 
. of late ſeaſons, I am truly a conſiderable loſer, -as 
any perſon or perſons are welcome, nay requeſted : 


* A” petition Was delivered for another Theatre in + London, 


5 1 Feb, 17944 TE" with ten CRE IPOs „„ 


e , bes pad hen ws ea. 


This inſertion. in 7 woke) e . os : 


. has . and difbel f at any fifteen 
minutes leiſure: Conſequentiy when Mr. Dykes. > 
mentioned gool. more than was taken, fayingatthe 
| ſame time, it ſhould have been given to the poor, 
he aſſerted a dire. falſehood,” which. does not, + 
may affirms become a-gentleman-any; where, but 
from the pulpit, is wicked in the extreme; as be 


obliges his congregation to liſten and believe in = | 


ſcandal and. falſehood, whereby the holy prieſt | 
is. rendered impure, cankered, ſullied, and. ve- 


nomous, and the bright rays of truth and be- 


. nignity, which ſhould grace the pulpit, become 5 
tarniſhed, and loſe, their, luſtre and. glory,.. and 
are overwhel med in ſhadows, clouds, and dark. „ 
neſs. As to the ſeaſon Mr. Dykes mentioned at 
Hull, 1 792-3, I was on my word of honour, gol. 
deficient, except receiving as a livelihood, only + 
half the receipt of my benefit wahr, And. 1 18-69. 
| weekly as manager. 1 
Ihe ſeaſon 1785-6, ha. 5 ve 1 1 1 
have not by any means finiſhed, a Mr, \BaTzs . 
acted Motley in © Dead Alive,” on Friday, . 
October 28, and Was the Harlequin the next ſea- 
ſon following at Drury-Lane: He was afterwards 
the leading comedian at Mancheſter, and is ſince % 
gone to the e 28 for Wage 5 
America. „ | 
A Mr. Dam * e Ic man 8 ns was ito © 5 8 
ated e As N aroſe e mez 


3 


. —_ THE © WANDERING var TEE. 15 . 
one ge ntleman in particular, a theatrlc \ ama 2 


ur, 
wrote and printed a few gaſconades, and a party 
were determined to prevent the theatre being de- 
graded, and a diſturbance Was likely to have en- 
ſued; ; to prevent which, as it was no pecu- 
niary object, and not what I myſelf wiſhed par- 


ticularly to juſtify, and indeed had merely co! 


'_ plied with from repeated ſolicitations, and meant 0 
tit on my part as an act of humanity to a man in ; 
Aiſtreſs; 3 but F did not fee why I ſhould be per- 

| plexed, or run the hazard of being inſulted by il 

| others for a matter as indifferent to myſelf as to 1 


| my ppoſers, therefore I put a final ſtop to the "0 
buſineſs and altercation 1 he e 5 n * b 

2 e eee 3%; ͥ ſT r | a 
0 ih ene es Dee. 27 =" bv 

te „Mr. Wilkinſon flatters himſelf, that i in point 3 

8 45 . will (though not in ability) not any future 4 


ic manager can ever be more zealous than himſelf 4 

* «to pleaſe the public : However; he is not o 2 

e gpimionated as to imagine himſelf not liable to wy 

error; on the contrary, in the preſent inſtance, . 

& e he thinks himſelf much to blame i in having given fl 

* 1, uW permiſſion for Mr. Dixon to perform to-morrow "i 

. evening. In fact, the impropriety Was occa- « 

„ ſioned by hurry, (and not premeditated; as has , 

- * been imagined,). for Mr. Wilkinſon _ 
e * refuled him laſt veel but . 


* 


_ 
hz - 


% WW. 


« 1mprox 


- \ ” * 
ow, 


4. cember 28, being unerpectedly tiber upon 


4 his hands by the refuſal of Meſfrs. Wood, 
4 Wilſon, and Porter, and alſo by the Hull Band 
cc of Muſicians, to whom it was then offered, and 
2 conſequence of ſuch refuſals, Mr. Dixon's . 
« requeſt was granted, without an idea of giving 
«offence. to any perſon or perſons whatever. 


Nor indeed would ſuch. a performance have 
« been without a ſimilar inſtance; as, a hair- 
. © dreiler of this town performed the identical 
« part of Lothario, when the late Mr. Baker 
« was manager, in October 1756. But Mr. Wil- 


60 kinſon, impreſſed with gratitude for the many 
& favours. conferred: on him, and alſo convinced 
«© that an univerſal opinion prevails, that ſuch an 
< undertaking- by Mr. Dixon- would be. deemed 
oper and far from agreeable to the ſenſe of 
« the audience in general; ;- Mr. Wilkinſon there- 
« fore will not, in duty, reſpect, intereſt, and in- 
e clination, permit Mr. Dixon's performance on 
6e 1 account ee 0 5 hopes that Mr. : 


80 Wo 9 cu ric of his attempting to fo. a 
cc part, in oppoſition to the will of perſons of 


„rank, and the determined judgment of the 


cc tovyn in general, whoſe patronage Mr. Wilkin- 


© fon, muſt ever wiſh to preſerve; and will s 5 
« be proud and happy to acknowledge. ha . 


« N. B. Not any paragraphs ſo Kabi 4 to 1 


0 miſtakes as theatricals, ſent often from a diſ- 
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„ « London was, advertiſed, 5 "Nw. acted: theſe. four 
1 5 by Nene nfs the mee Fae: this / 


6 Ae, Fn 0 R- 


7 db) { = ng 4 2 LY 77 x 
? Ks [IR _ . . 1 * 


Net watt it would wa died Py fiſt etl or | 


te only murder committed on the ſtage; and as 


the man wifhed to try his abilities; the public 


would then have had an opportunity (if they choſe 


do attend, which was certainly x matter of choice) 
of exerciſing their own judgments and goo 
TR and might have ſuffered Lothario to have 

died in peace, or by their decree of damnation, 


have ſent him to the ſhades below). The reader 
will obſerve Fam ſpeaking of a \maſter-barber of 


Hes renown, clever in his ad and now _ : 
= planted. to London CC 
N BROWNE, well e in Leiche, 8 — 


of the late Mrs. Browne; of the Röoms at Scar- 


0 a 


. Bay too much of a good thing. 


Donner of Scarborough,” v 
he is facetious, and as facetious as he 


and who has a conſtitution ſo good, I think he 
might give me one half, and yet not be the worſe, 


8 ; clerkſhip c to > the "Haw: With ng: TRAY of Hall, aud. 


borough, and ſon-in-law to the welkknown Mr. 


Who is as generous as 
ie is generous, 


for I wiſh not to poſſeſs his precious eſtate to his 


injury :—But my old bj 7 lh Mr: Dojtiner, 


a2, 


dis 


The faid Mr. Matthew Brite bi d fy ve. 
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L had hats; intimate ae ee Hd his row. e 
After ſome youthful adventures, not without ex- 
travagances, Maſter. Matthew Browne went to 
America, to ſettle there as a regular profeſſor 1 
the law, and there Lhaye been given to underſtand. 
would in all probability have greatly flouriſhed, 


but the diſturbances there cauſed his unexpected 
and ſudden return. Soon after his landing on his. 


native more, he determined On What he had lovg 5 WO 


had a predeliction for, which was the ſtage; 
ſome part owing, I fuppoſe, from the 1955 ac- 


quaintance with, me, which might poſſibly, have. 
given him an inclination for the drama. He was 


married, and had a young family, ſo he had much 
to ſtruggle for as well as with. He had acted 
at various: places previous to his viſit. to me at 


Hull, and with good general ſucceſs, as he poſ- 
ſeſſed then, what he does now, great diſcernment, 
general obſervation, and good natural talents, aided.  _ 
by a very liberal education. He had been well Ne 


received. in Edinburgh, Dublin, and moſt of our 


principal country, theatres, and his viſit to ſee his - 


old friend Tate, was to be attended with. paying 


the road expences, by playing a few nights, and 5 
having a benefit on the uſual terms, He ated 


Hamlet, on Wedneſday, Jan. 113 afte rthat three 
or four more ch 


were N ene b notice ! uin 


af 
— 


racters, 1 in all which he was well . 
received, and as may be oe ſeveral pans RD 
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nad ledge of him as a Hull ſprig i in Ris TONY 10 1 
there did not ſeem- the leaſt probability of any 
intervention ariſing, to prevent his having a good 
benefit; but in the interim, Mrs. Robinſon loſt 
her mate, whoſe diſſolution had been weekly ex- 
| pected from a rapid decay, which baffled all-art : 
The widow of courſe on ſuch a ſolemn occaſion, 
could not reſiſt, as in duty bound, making her 
griefs and clamours roar upon his death; but un- 
| fortunately near that criſis her benefit-night was. ce 
appointed, and ſome of her warm friends almoſt « 
inſiſted on Mr. Browne's taking her night, and « 
Mrs. Robinſon taking his: Now this was by no 
means. reaſonable z but we are tov. apt, hov 
fenſible, to only ſee and argue on one ſide, ad cr 
that the ſide which pleaſes ourſelves; however, = 
an indifferent perſon will eaſily. decide, that had I] 
Mr. Browne been an eſtabliſhed well-known per- & | 
former at Hull, Mrs. Robinſon's night might have I « 
_ obliged thofe gentlemen, had he approved the W « x 
change; and certainly as a man he _ the right | <« 
of refufal, if it combated his intereſt; - and Mr. 
Browne had a ſtronger excuſe, which was, that he « 
bad only acted the part of Hamlet on the 11th 400 
of January, fo was not known ſufficiently to have « oh 
a a ptea with the public for a night of reward for | « 1 
fervices performed for Mrs. Robinfon's was the 4 h 
night but one following his acting of Hamlet, and 2 
ae intermiedinte 0 Mr. Matthew Browne did N & 0, 
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not act. This poſitive refuſal to change the night 2 
gave great offence to many who eſpouſed the 

widow, as they were wiſhing to ſupply her wants, 
without am dening that Mr. Browne had as my : 


as Valentine, in © Love for Love.” 


4 Sm Wes Did you come a töne into 
« the world ? or did I, with the lawful weer 


« of a parent, preſs you into the ſervice, 


« Var. I know no more why I came, than you. 
« d why you call'd me. But here I am, and ix 


« you don't mean to provide for me, I deſire you 
4. would leave me as you found me. | 


SR Sane, With all my Heart: Come, rips. 5 
« uneale, and go naked out of che world, as ca 
cams into r. | | 

« Var. My linda are Wen a off ut your . 

er muſt alſo diveſt me of reaſon, thought, paſ- 
cr ſions, inclinations, affeckions, appetites, ſen- 
bes and the huge train of eee chat Rake 

Ba begat along with me. 5 
* StR SAM. Body o'me, what a many heated 


92 


4 4 monſter have I propagated ! 


« Var, 1 am of myſelf, a plain, eaſy, e 
* creature, and to be kept at ſmall expence ; but 


* the retinue you gave me are craving and in- 


0 vincible; they are ſo many devils that vou 


© have rais'd and will have employme nt. 


4 : + 


6e SIR Saur. Oons! what had I to do to 25 
6 children; can't a a private. man be born without | 
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5 all theſe followers ee Nan pong under an. 
« Emperor ſhould, be born with appetites.” | 


: Now: I am: certain; on reflection, ele gen- 
| en would allow, that had any one been put 


5 in Mr. Browne“ 8 place, they- would have acted- 
as he did; but on the other hand it was to ſerve 


A; lady, nd that lady, like Niobe, all tears: She. 


tried and tried, and in ſpite of nerves, and the 
many diſagreeable circumſtances. that ſeriouſly 
peaking, ſhe muſt have encountered, to have. 
made a ſudden. appearance go down, yet the. 
mounted the boards on Tueſday January : 1,4 
- 1786, and. all arrayed) in mournful black, ſhe ap- 
- peared, to an. univerſal greeting. and a remarkably. 
genteel audience, in the character of Lady Ran- 
dolph, and after the awful, decent, and uſual 
ceremony of a loud applauſe and a courteſy.— 
F<, gap repeated ſigh - and another. applauſe— 


according to the faſhion,. after a few tears, the 


uſe of the white handkerchief, : a tremble, a totter, 
a a ſhortretirement to cruel grief, all ſuch cere· 
maonies being adjuſted, Lady Randolph gazed, 
ff and. after Pronouncing faintly and tremulouſly, 


«Ye WEST VE and wilds; whoſe melancholy. ſounds "6 


Accord with my fouls ſadneſs —— - 3 


1 os" vibration and articulation meet vr 
f * and as went on ſmooth and 1 8 99 55 
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oF dud myſelf a8 'Oll 


d NC 


his friends that night the power of preventing 
ſeveral pointed. marks of diſpleaſure. and dif, grace 
when he appeared in the ſcenes of Glenalvon, a 
part in which he deſerved much more praiſe than 


cenſure, and -was I think the beſt characker I had 


Teen him play. Mrs. Robinſon's eldeſt daughter = 


was to have acted ce Tom T humb, but the death 


of the father prevented that ludicrous: attempt, 
and a 0 of ue 1 ovoves up” the ee 


| ren, Ih 


 Theatre-Ropal, Pull. 


- JANUARY x7, 1786. „ 


AND KE 


TRUE BRITISH TAR. 


. 0 bat The ü olemn ſcene 1 in b Mrs. RopinsoN 


has been lately engaged, will, ſhe hopes, inte- 
« reft the PUBLIC HUMANITY in her favour, ſo 
« as to render the following APOLOGN almoſt 

0 unneceſfary. Though ſo recently deprived . 
4 valuable huſband, Mrs. Robinſon, however 


ha reluQant to ſuch an early appearance on the 


be ſtage, would willingly ſacrifice HER feelings 
< on. this trying e ; o which dhe. is 1585 


— 


- 3 


\ * I þ 5 
eee eee eee eee 


| N al, and Mrs. 5 
Robinſon acted Lady Randolph with more than a 

common degree of merit well throughout. But 

the offence Mr. Browne had given did not give 


» )OUGLAS, TOM THU MB, . | 


IK 


* 


t more e on agcorunt of 85 err 
c of the theatre admitting of no alteration, from 
-& he circumſtance of the company's. ſhort ſtay - 


«in this place; 3. and truſting. that CANDOUR will 
& not impute her behaviour to want of DELICACY, 
cc would wiſh, if it were in her power, to add 
&© energy to her profeſſional exertions at her ap- 
& proaching benefit; at once to evince her ſenſe 


of the generous patronage with which ſhe has 
e been honoured, and to aim at a proviſion for 
* the remaining OBJECTS OF HER "AFFECTION: 


« Yet humbly hopes, that whilſt dedicating | her 


| « perſonal endeavours: to. the PUBLIC, ſhe ſhall 


c not be cenſured for expreſſing a deſire that HER 
© DAUGHTER may be excuſed from attempting a 
* co, character, 5 when the preſent affefing 
c ſituation of the family muſt” fubject 2288 to 
<« impreſſions of a different nature.” 

It was rather a diſaſtrous circumſtance for Mr. 
— for though it did not deſtroy his houſe, 
his boxes in particular ſuffered a material injury. 
To prevent this hurt to his fame and pocket, as 


far. as lay in his own power, at the bottom of his 


benefit bil was 5 the e e 4 


| oe 


* 
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Theatre Royal, Hull, 


JANUARY 20. 2786. att; FE 
Nr. BROWNE's BENEFIT. 


| Othello, with Arthur and 


"« Hain! tom Wee that fond 3 ; 
c have been and are entertained againſt me, on 
* the ſcore of refuſing to exchange nights with 
« Mrs. RoBinson, I beg leave to ſtate to the 
cc pUBLIC the motives which induced me to at. 
«2g T have done; and I flatter myſelf, when im- 
56 partially weighed and conſidered, J ſhall es . 
« quitted of the charge of INHUMANITY, which 


„ am ſorry to find has been attributed to me. 
« My engagement with Mr. WiLKInsox being 


— of that nature, that my reward is altogether | 
«x5 depend on 'the liberality of the PUBLIC; 1 
« could not conceive but that an alteration in the» 
night muſt prove of very eſſential injury to r 
“ intereſt, —as at the. time of the application. 1 
« had only been 2 very few days in town, and 
bo performed but one- character, —it ſeemed to me 


© an act of great preſumption, and indeed bor- 


e dering on impertinence, to put up my name 
«for a benefit at ſo ſhort a notice as TWO 
15 DAYS, and without having put it in the power 


< of the public to judge whether I was ENTITLED. 
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„ to their 


t profeſſion. 2822 


ec I beg leave to dubmit it to e eee 
0 of every diſpaſſionate mind, that I have tra- 


cc yelled nearly four hundred miles, at a very 
 < conſiderable expence; that I have a wife and 


« family dependent. on 5 for ſupport; ; and that 


% gyMANITY' towards them | molt, ſtrongh F.C! 

ec forced to me, that I ſhould ufe every FAIR and 
c 50NOURABLE means of advancing. my own in- 
c tereſt. A week's notice is What every eſta- 


ec pliſhed performer is entitled to, and has been 
N 
8 


zerally found to be full ſhort. - For a viſitor 
cc like myſelf to preſume | to treat my FRIENDS IN 


© PARTICULAR, and the PUBLIC IN GENERAL, in 
c ſo CAVALIER a manner, as to give but TWO 


"66 DAS notice of my benefit, -: appeared to me 
t an ac of arrogance, which I hope I ſhall never 
cc give cauſe to be imputed to me. I beg leave 
to be believed on my aſſurance, that could 1 


<« have done any. ſervioe to Mrs. RoBinsoN, with- 


| : 8 out an apparent injury to myſelf, I would with 
: ce great pleaſure have exerted every endeavour to 


e that end; and as I have ventured fo far on the 


5 <reliance of the liberality of the public i in this 
town, I flatter myſelf that any fortuitgus Cir- 


e gumſtance of the kind alluded. to, will not be 


« ſuffered | to predominate to my diſadvantage. 
« N relying: on wil candour of thoſe. whom 


5 
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« I have. the honour to ee 7 remain with 


| "wo" reſpect, 1 . 
1 N publics : . =” 
<4 92555 8 8 5 og gt edlen 3 xr | 


N bnowB- 


The > was 3 filled, kis well-wiſhers ” 
judged him perfectly right; 3 28 indeed, if an 
actor may be allowed to think for himſelf, (Which 
1s preſuming a great deal) 1 do not ſee how he 

could have acted otherwiſe, as he had only then 
performed one night, and had it been more diſtant 
he would have had no great reaſon to complain, 
as Mrs. Robinſon's was one of the beſt nights that 
could be appointed in the ſeaſon. There how- _ 
ever the matter reſted, and the Tueſday follow _ 
ing, with Mr. and Mrs. Sich Been the Hull 1 
cane finiſhed. _ 5 55 

The York ſeaſon I 1786 commenced — RE 5 

novelty to induce and ſeduce. Mr. Matthew 


Browne of Scarborough and Mrs.! Robinſon were 


quite new to the Vork audience, yet there was 
hardly a decent houſe for che firſt month, Mr. 
Browne s benefit excepted; yet he was held in 
great favour, and had a numerouFcquaintance. 8 
I have been more particular relative to the ſaid 
Mr. Browne, as he is the identical Matthew 
Browne, Member of the Britiſh Convention at 


Edinburgh, 1793. Whether he bad not | better | 
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have ſtood forth as wt Hotell diy or a good ß 
actor, and ſtuck to reaſon and our Hop, is not for 
me to determine, as he has had a life of experi- 
. ence, and is old enough to Judge for himſelf. I 
am inclined to with he had been leſs aſpiring, 
thinking it might have been as creditable and 
more conducive to his real peace, happineſs; and 
proſperity: but ſome people like to dabble in hot 
water rather than cold; I will therefore leave him 
to wade through his ſurrounding troubled tor- 
rents, and hoping he will ſteer himſelf into quiet 
harbour, I will return to the dainty Widow 
Robinſon, who came from Hull to York, January 
1786, where ſhe was well received, and was no- 
ticed by Tome ladies of faſhion, by whom ſhe was 
not only invited but ſtrongly patroniſed. . 
Mr. Miz.1.s obtained deſervedly great telle for 
his performance of Sir Pertinax Mac Sycophant 
that 3 year, He had not only played Teverat ſea- 
ſons at Edinburgh but had been a country ma- 
nager in various parts of Scotland, by which 
means he was become a perfect maſter of the 
language, and ſpoke it more eaſy, natural, and 
fluent, than * Performer within the ken of my 
obſervation. 2 
Miſs Wilkinſon ace Fanny i in « The Clande- 
ſtine Marriage” with great good fortune, and was 
much admired inall thoſe ſort of characters, Which 
added to ber quick ſtudy, made her of 25 
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/ x: g . : 5 ED; 8 141 \ 
of the York ſeaſon” ſhe received an offer from tt 


ſed, and before the expiration of the Vork ſea- 


attract fame ſo well, as to reach the ears of the 
London monarchs of Drury-lane and Covent- 


ſtrong $92v:2v0ws 3.and as Alexander died, Alex- 
ander was buried, Alexander returned to earth, 
Ke. ſo Garrick, Barry, Oldfield, and Cibber have 
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quence to me aa the public. She acted the 
Country Girl the 25th of Feb. for her own bene- = 
fit, with approbation and great applauſe: In ſhor, i 
ſhe was univerſally liked; but at the latter end ñ 


Covent Garden for the following winter, alſo _. | | 
another engagement for the ſummer at Liverpool, 1 
_ which was too lucrative and alluring to be refu- 


ſon I loſt Miſs Wilkinſon, to repair which, take 
her for all in all, was impoſſible 3: but as it was 
irreparable, I was of courſe obliged to ſubmit 
and drudge as well as I could till ſomething 
clever offered. My conſolation was, that the 
loſs of Mrs. e Miſs Wilkinſon, Mrs. Robin- — 
| ſon, and others, would always be the caſe, as 
the London managers will ever ſeize all ſuch as 


garden. We little curs muſt ſubmit to their, 


gone through the ſame. ceremony: and if plays 
.the whole are not better actec ii in London than 5 
30 years ago, in the country they certainly are, 
if compared to the ſame diſtance of time; and 
che London Theatres would aſtoniſn the dead 
Id they riſe from their. graves, juſt 
Mm „ 8 
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ſome three or four ſeaſons; and Was er 
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0 a ſingle peep. at the magnificent amen ur _ 
as to theatres, muſic, / rr TR O0g 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith's laſt benefit was Ig me, 


| ala: was on Saturday the 1ſt of April: Not an im- 


proper memorandum; for Mrs. Smith en 
from Mrs. Sullen, where ſhe was very clever, to 
exhibit herſelf as a ſecond Abington, in Scrub, 8 
which ſhe got about the ſame additional reputation. 
Mr. BETTERTroN, from Edinburgh, acted 
Archer that night, but his firſt appearance was in 
Jaffier, March the zoth: He had ſquandered: a 


little fortune at Newry and other towns in Ire- 
land, and was then, and poſſibly is ſtill, greatly 


improved. He was bred a dancing-maſter; his 


perſon is remarkably genteel and elegantly made: 
He moves with a grace: His voice is good, 


but he wants ear to give modulation and va- 


55 riety; by reaſon of which many perſons are 


apt to pronounce his voice bad, which is by no 


W means the caſe: He has a rapid ſtudy, and , 


ſtrong recommendations for the ſtage; but he is 


fond of himſelf—Who'is not ?)—rates his abili- 
ties at the higheſt pitch, and does not pay ſuf- 


ficient regard for his own comfort to ceconomy.; 


- beſides, he always wiſhes to manage the Rs 


and managers do not like that. He was with m 
-1791, the ſummer ſeaſon, at Liverpool, and had mY 
; .greateſt rece ip" ever known. Were eber _ or 


- 
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Mice: For his: benefit; itt actually e =, 


23 ol. I believe he is now acting in Ireland. 


My benefit was that year on Eaſter. Tieflay, | 
Ark 18, 1786, General Burgoyne's then new 
comedy of The Heireſs, and for a treat, Mr. 
 OfKeefe's Sequel to the Poor Soldier, of 5 Love 
2amp; or Patrick in Pruſſia?” I got it 
up with new ſcenery and every care, expecting a 
1 run from the connection with that fa- 
vourite The Poor Soldier a but inſtead of 
being tolerably received, it was moſt intolerablß 
- diſliked, even to a degree of diſpleaſure, and was 


in the 


condemned, like „Love in the City,” in London, 
as never to appear again, though The Romp“ 
bas gone glibly down there, and every where; for 


many ſeaſons :*. So our on opinions we at times 


really do not truly know; and I requeſt the reader's 


attention to this little incident relative to Pa- 


trick in Pruſſia; as a e e root a tale | 


ien will ſprout in 1792. 


But it will be perceived 4 F bs was SR 
G out of the theatre as well as in, for offer- 
ing ſuch an entertainment to the audience. 


Poor Patrick ſuffered ſuch diſgrace, that a gen- 


tleman, who has ſince filled the chair of authoritx 
in Vork city, aſked me what I meant by ſuch 


wilful infult ? T replied, that the accuſation was 
| certainly undeſerved, as it was ſo conſtantly re- 


The Romp“' is only : a tudicrous curtailment from Love 


in the City.” 
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continue; and go they did. 
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peated in London with encores Wes reat- aps 


plauſe: But I was anſwered tartly, that he ſup- 
poſed I had read the farce, and if I had, muſt have 
_ known ſuch ſtuff ſhould not be offered to a dif- 


cerning public. I had not ſeen that farce acted 


in London at that time, it is true, but I will give 


an account of it when I travel: as 8 as. the me- 
tropolis the year following. 


About that time I 8 a 1ok in. Me. and _ 


MIrs. Powell; for though Miſs Wilkinſon, the 


bone of contention, was going, ne would not 5 


Mr. Southgate, the very promiſing young e 


whom I have before- mentioned, as having ſeen 
the autumn previous at the Sheffield Theatre, 1 
engaged for York; and on April 4, 1786, he acted 
unaccountably for the benefit of his preſent father 
in-law: I ſay wnaccountably, as it did ſo turn 


out. He performed that evening Billy Briſtle, | 
but not near ſo well as I judged he had ated that 


part at Sheffield. It is not the fault of natural 


abilities, that he has not cut a more conſpicuous 


figure, for Nature has not been niggardly in her 


gifts as to many requiſites, ſo as to haye eſta- 


bliſhed him long before this period as an excellent 


low comedian. But at his firſt onſet with me he 


, was ſo very careleſs; (ſorry am I to ſay) that all. 
my prophecy of future greatneſs vaniſhed, for he 


gave way to a careleſs and Arn ee which | 


5 
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let 8 genius to ſhift for itſelf, hot ſelf- 
inſtruction, or any e. to weed che ne- 


The prov - will be anxious to ln if the aid 


„ is not reformed ſince the hint 
given of his having entered into the honourable 


- ſtate of matrimony? Why yes, kind reader, I 


have the real ſatisfaction and pleaſure to aver, he 


is really much better, but not near the mark he 
might ſtill arrive at; and. that alteration for the 


better is chiefly owing to the uncommon regu- 


larity of the father, mother, and wife, he is hap- 
' pily (for himſelf) connected with. As the papa 
is as. regular, not only as a clock, but the beſt re- 


gulated one that any profeſſor has hitherto found 
out for a more perfect knowledge of the longi- 


tude. Mr. Southgate would be much better than 8 


be now is, if he did not enter into the univerſal 


error of believing Thomas Hiccup (or ſome ſuch 
companion) did not aver he was the beſt actor 


in the world; which, too often happens 1 in the 


country, and what L would diſcredit if the ſame 


incenſe were offered at my own ſhrine; becauſe 
I iſh to believe and be convinced of what I be- 
fore might have doubted, but have not yet found 


out for. want of proper evidence and teſtimony. 


Mr. Southgate's. perſon on the ſtage is neat to a 
- he poſſeſſes humour, has good expreſſion 
as to nnn 8 like a ſinger with a bad £40 > 
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he wants corfideration” to modulate and give a 
temperance and ſmoothneſs. He is a great fa- 
vourite with three parts of our audiences— | 
haps a misfortune)—and would he pay more at- 
tention to character, ſituation, and propriety, he 
would ſoon find his theatrical materials gain model 
and poliſh. He will too often ſacrifice propriety 
to gain a laugh, ſuppoſing when that is purchaſed, : 
no matter by what means extorted, the buſineſs. 
is fully accompliſhed : And for fear the joke 
ſhould be ſpoiled is always ready with his THT. 
vote of ſelf-laughter to gain his election. 
I fear Shakſpeare would term that villainous, 


= WS a pitiful ambition in the łnave that uſes it: 
I mean ſurely ſo when not preſerved. within tole- 


rable bounds. - The remark 'is far from being 


made as ſatirical, but the contrary, full of good. : 
wiſhes and core regard, as Mr. Southgate poſ- ä 


ſeſſes real talents, has youth and (I hope in Pro- 


-  vidence) time for a thorough cultivation, and that 


flowers will ſpring where only hitherto the bram- 


bles have taken a bad root within the fertile ſoil. 


Ht Shake ſpear's directions to the players cannot too | 


often be read as a firſt duty after they have ſaid their 
 prapyers. Let Mr. Southgate take his ſullied ta- 


lents from the damp and ruſt where they have | 


lain in part neglected, and he will by proper care, 


application, -and attention, like good filver-plate, - 5 


13 * " the OY of his own as K * 


xn | WANDERING PATENTEE: © 
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che Muſes looking-glaſs will permit him to parade 
and gaze each day, where he may pride himſelf 
on that great praiſe · worthy and honourable achiey- 
ment, the acknowledging he has received im- 
provement from reflection. As: a certain proof 5 
of his being a ſpendthrift of his talents, when he 
is exidently wrong he will. often oblige the moſt 
rigid auditors to laugh againſt their own convic- 
tion; which i 1s. ſtrong. evidence that it is his fault 
only that he is not much better, and would find 
bis reward, by trying to be more right and leſs 
wrong, which would not be the leaft increaſe W. 
either fatigue or trouble. 8 | 
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1 150 . Had his comic genius but fired in % 
With half the ſpirit it has dar'd in marr ing, 
oo: How might his fame have grac'd-our Britiſh-drat 
| Ml Bu t as it is, how e W has he blotted.” | 


hos >] e Friar in the P 8 in 
the Farmer are ſtrong inſtances ; 3 in Goldfinch in 
the Road to Ruin he poſſeſſes great ſpirit, but 
like a good colt he wants breaking in, for he ſets 
off at a. full gallop without any guide or. reins; 
alſo his Bribon in Columbus, and many others, | 
though yery extravagant, are ſo irreſiſtibly comic, 
that it is ocular proof demonſtrative that he is 
mod 50% unacquainted with his own intrinſic worth, 


the which, mine if he would explore, would pro- 


ly. to the addition of his. fame, 
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afford ſelf-credit and ſatisfation, and give re Piel 
ſure to the public and all his real well-wiſhers. 
A very good comedian I muſt note refuſed the 


whimſical characters of Bribon and Doctor Do- | 
leres, as not either of them worthy of ſtudy or 


producing a ſmile from the audience, but that ; 
is not a clear caſe, as the two parts of Doctor 
Dolores and Bribon never fail exciting peals of 


laughter every time they are performed by Mr. 


Penſon and Mr. Southgate. A director may be 


right, though himſelf may lack more direction; 


þ for that is another point. And 1 muſt ebfave | 
- . that the ſtage i is a hackneyed ſubjet even from 
the ableſt hands, and requires new matter to diſh 


up at intervals, like a modern play-bill with bad 
interludes, to ae up euantityahowener deficient a 


in quality. 
«Ay, but,” fays the es (like Mr. — in 


ec Ns” 66 Os nid 1 TOE fee much 58 | 


plot ſtands ff: 
« Bayes. 'The Ae ſtands Kitt! Why Git 2 5 


3 devil is A play 8 for hea 55 Og” in fine | 
=: things.” | 


. 


So, as t Wandering Waile if not wy 


mitted to talk nonfenſe, (like bad muſic between 
| the acts) and avoid my natural turn for aircaſtle | 

digreſſion, it would be all faſt aſleep and a dull 

N matter. of. fact döner 0 However 1 beg par- 


= 
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don, and ſhall be proud to have it granted 3 and 
ſet forward once more with the TLorkſhire 


© ue stage hiſtory o tragic-comic jelt, 


Sa 


1 I can but keep you in good iments I ſhall : 
: Fes overpaid 3 for I know by experience, that it is 


much eaſier to get into the ſulks than out of them. 


7 So, wiſhing that Mr. Southgate may improve and 
ruminate, before I finiſh the York ſeaſon 1786, I 
will remark in my catalogue of perſonages, that 


Mr. and Mrs: Nuxxs arrived in May at York, 


and on the ſecond day or evening of that pleaſant 
month, when: ſhepherds pipe and play, and the 


turtle doves do bill and coo, did Mrs. Nunns 


take à kind of charge of Mrs. Smith's poſt of 
honour, who was determined to quit my regi- 
ment of comedians, and Madam Nunns againſt 


my opinion would perform Letitia Hardy: It 
was not with my cheerful acquieſcence; for 


though I did not doubt her ability, yet on view- 
ing the tout enſemble, I did not wiſh that to be the 
1 firſt ſpecimen of genius; and it too often is he 
caſe for perſons ruſhing into an appearance of a 
character to ſatisfy their own ideas of all being 
complete, when a part leſs of the airy very juve- 
nile kind, would be better; for merit diſcovered by - 


the audience in favour of the performer, ſuffers leſs 


the rigour of criticiſm, and makes way for the ap- 
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Femadtes afterwards, where cure is is not eat firſt fo 8 


applicable but liable to cenſure. 5 


Mrs. Pritchard was right when he e FO . 


| appearance in Lady Macbeth, on her viſit to 


Dublin: For her figure being applicable, gave a 
weight, propriety, and dignity to the character 
Itſelf, and prevented irony or farcaſtic jeſt pop- 

ping in its head to ſmile at eſtabliſhed merit. 
Had Mrs. Pritchard inſtead of Lady Macbeth 
ated Clarinda or any juvenile part, the Dublin 


audience, very probably, from expecting won- 


ders, on the contrary might have forgot un- 
doubted merit and excellence of acting from the 


impropriety of perſon for the character, and have 


let il-natured ridicule have prevailed over juſtice 
and talents univerſally allowed. For the difference 


of ſpace between London and Dublin makes great 
1 alteration of judgment and fair criticiſm : The 


London audience had been familiariſed to view 
Mrs. Pritchard with pleaſure from the early part 

of her life, where from the flender waiſt, time 
had increaſed and given her the full en bon point. 
So that the Maria from the age of twenty to that 
of fifty being conſtantly in view, (Mrs. Pritchard 

acting, in general, four or five nights out of. fix) - 
by ſuch familiar uſe to the eye, the ſpeQators 

- forgot all ſuch error; as the little blemiſhes 
that were inherent to nature, by degrees ſunk 
wich the weight of years, and a decay of life's 


. © N SE ns 8 d 0 6 2 3 ae 60 
| pillars for their ſupport; 


- vigour, whim and fancy ſhe ſupported. inaBeatrice 
was ſo truly good, as to convince all who then 
' ſaw her of a truly great prodigy—Age-flouriſh- 


ing with ſuch expreſſion, vivacity, and mature, 
and the characters ſo imprinted, that allowing 


the moderns may boaſt of youth, they never 


can ſee Mrs. Pritchard as a Beatrice excelled. 5 
1 therefore adviſed Mrs. N. unns, of whom I have 
been writing, to act Mrs. Oakley, Kc. and when 
well received as an actreſs (which ſhe really was) 


then to fire away in thoſe dear agreeable amiables, 


ſuch as we would wiſh others. to think and we . 


. wiſh to be, and of courſe fancy we really 


Mrs. Nunns had a great ſhare of merit, 
5 5 the reader. will find we jogged on very com- 
* 4 15 a 2825 and a W 3 a long time, 32 


ry A year's alliance is 1 000 ni Si us an age,” 


3 ee when 1 come to ola: the ſeparation, 


1 muſt avow it as Mr. and Mrs. Nunns' fault 
and not mine 3 for though new faces may pleaſe 
the manager and an audience, it is not the wiſh of 
either ſide to part with good performers, if * 


will be reaſonable; for the chaſm ſuch departures : | 
make in the catalogue of plays is incredible, and 
the inconvenience not deſcribable. That Mr. and 


ſuperior, to what was wanting: And the ſpirit, | 
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Ms. dns may have dec 5 


e bee, THF We Mete, Bus wie- d 
rolling up hill and down the dale I may venture 
ey are not over 5 


to gueſs like the e ee - 

FOE with tt vio e 

Mr. Nunns's firſt appearance 1 York a ab Lee a 

3 in May 1786, was in Old Doiley, a part he ſu- 
ſtained with a good in 

humour. T have a letter by me, where Mr. 

Nunns affures me, he had ſuch an'opinion of my 


| worth, integrity, and judgment, he would take 


the 82 PT word (meaning mine) for a thouſand 
| pounds; and ſuch letters and affirmation J reliſh- 
ed, as it afſ ured me e he ſpoke tl the e when © com- 


plimenting . F re lh Ys 


Before I take Mr. and Mrs. Nunds to deset 


three or four more perſonages arreſt my ſtay at 
Tork, — no leſs than Mrs. CnAWTORD for one, 


who in her younger days, as Mrs. Dancer, in the 
years 1753, 54, and 56, had been the heroine of 
the Lork ſtage, and being on her return from a 


Scotch expedition, acted two nights at York. 


Her firſt appearance was the Grecian Daughter, | 
Saturday May 20th, 1786, and Lady Randolph 


on May 25. The prices were raiſed to thoſe of 
London at that time; but they are ſince advanced 
there, boxes to fix 0 1 5 and Py three une 
7775 3 . 
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ſhare*of whim and pleaſant 
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Wir- Crawford introduced Mr. and Mrs. III. 


The latter was to ſupply Miſs Wilkinſon's ſing- 


ing caſt. Mr. Tiff acted Douglas to Mrs. Craw- 


ford's Lady company f. in u which. ers his r Ser 


„ 


his TI SPY made bun e to Oy: 
| oy advantage. 

It may be alked hen Mrs. Crawford added, 
Why was the admiſſion raiſed to London prices * 
Which, though not readily comprehended, it is 
leſs out of reaſon than the examiner will readily 
conceive 3 for thoſe firſt rate performers, will not 


only expect, but if they play, ill be paid a con- 


ſiderable ſum for each night's performance; and 
if perſons will not be contented with a common 
bill of fare, but inſtead of a plain joint, with for 
turtle, veniſon, pheaſant, and wild-fowl, with 
pine apple, &c. why it muſt. be paid for: And 
though York and Hull and every one of my 
towns can ſport whenever they pleaſe elegant boxes, 


yet when thoſe theatres are full at common prices, 
the receipts are by no means equal to Edinburgh, 5 
Bath, Dublin, or Liverpool, and other very 


large towns where numbers bound; ; conſe- 


_ quently the ſhare allowed for the Iabour would | 
not be a bait ſufficient for the great guns to fire; 


and no one will diſpute but the perquiſite is al- 


ways prevailing to London performers, and he 5 


greateſt: Ger novels like Lak as well as ens 
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. Metvill, 


Londe a) om ſhe 25 2275 her e as 
| Mi SATCHELL better than a Fear. before. Mrs. 


8. Kemble ated Miſs Melville, in “More Ways 
than One,” at York, May 26, and well, (as the 
London audience could teſtify) * but ſhe was ſo ex 
tremely ill, it prevented his appearance the next 
night in Othello, and indeed at, York that ſeaſon, 5 


; a8 it was the laſt performance but ee 


- I will än an inſtant, convey the reader to Leeds 


| Lo open the Theatre with Douglas, where and 
When, on Monday, May 29, Mrs. Crawford ated 
þ Lady Randolph. moſt admirably, and at the raiſed | 
prices ſhe had acted the week. before at York: 
There was a very good but not great houſe; : 
and though, I wiſhed her well, and admired, her 
talents, yet her temper was ſo variable, (like "Y 
bad ſeaſon, more rain than ſunſhine,) that 1 never 
= regretted her departure, though I did and do 
reſpect her, not only as an actreſs, and think ſhe 
has great private worth; but if ſhe never knows 
her own mind, nor 8 the is ſick or well, 8 
. ſuch procedure: gives a great ſhock to the nervous 


proprietor, and makes an audience very fretful, 
and on the manager in general their al humour 
falls; and all bad tempers muſt give vent ſome 


5 e 9 e and of courſe lr falls « on : 
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the benen 125 She 8 money, and would, I 
aſſured, have obtained a great deal more, but 
"bw her plaguing herſelf as well; as other people, 


and fretting and fuming at every trifle. How dif- 
ferent in a theatre is Mrs. Siddons !—ſhe never 


| heeds trouble—if truly indiſpoſed, and poſſible to 
riſe from her bed, ſhe is certain in her duty to 5 
che public. And, as I ſuppoſe I am not ſingular ol 
in receiving ſuch kind behaviour, ſhe. is a tre- "IF 
ſure to enter into an engagement with, without —— 
adhering to the golden advantages ſhe brings: 
For in her behaviour ſhe is truly a nonpareil. As 
a proof—ſhe has not known until ſhe arrived alt 
Tork, what play ſhe was firſt. to appear in, or 
What characters ſhe was to act during a courſe of 
fix plays. If a dreſs has not arrived in time by 
the carriers, ſhe ſometimes. has aſked what was 
to play ſuch a night; never faying ſuch a play j 
will do better than another, or ſuch a part would  Þ} 
be too fatiguing, but is always ready to ob lige. 
A good leſſon for many great as en as N 
ä ladies to attend to 
x Mrs. Robinſon had a a fow: W to ly 
8 ſhe finiſhed her engagement that ſeaſon, | 
1786. Her laſt night was for her own benefit 
on Friday, June 16: She acted Horatia in the e 1 
Roman Father; and in the farce the Iriſh Widow © 
The houſe, I am ſorry to remark, was very infe- 
ferior to that when ſhe appeared in 1785, and to 
make the circumſtance ſtill more mortifying, who 


mould ſuddenly appear te make ir additional 
provoking, but Mrs. Jordan, attended by mamma 
and ſiſter, on a tour to Edinburgh and Glaſgow 
Theatres, as her trumpet had ſounded to the 
North Pole, and excited offers of bewitching 
golden fire. I have remarked that no violent 
love or cordiality had fubſiſted between theſe two 


ladies. Mrs. Jordan, of courſe, after diſplaying 


Herſelf in the upper-box, and making the gazers 
look at Mrs. Somebody, who but twelve months 
before was only held as Mrs. Nobody. That 
gratification being by her accompliſhed, —in the 


farce ſhe kindly deſcended to come behind the 
ſcenes, and aſk the manager and her old friends 


and acquaintance, in that part of the theatre, 
how they all did, and not without an additional 
grace of an alluring nod and ſmile, which had 
been purchaſed at the London market of faſhion, 
during a whole winter's reſidence of good luck, 


fortune, and every thing that was enviable: 80 


after the noble greeting and ſalutation to us all, 
IHR JORDAN, after having been recogniſed by her 
old Leeds audience in profile, from the front-row 
of the balcony, determined on being viewed at 
full length; which (as the Fine Gentle man in 
Lethe“ obſerves) makes the gods look angry. 
But how could they be angry with their dearly 
beloved Jordan: In ſhort, by ſlow degrees, ſhe ad- 
vanced ſo far. on the ſtage, that at the fiſt-hold af 
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be it known to all men, was on a Friday, though 


not a good Friday. She, however, kept up her ſpi- 


rits to let the Jordan ſee how well ſhe could act, 


and with a ſteer, not the gentleſt, darted a glance 


at the Jordan, infinuating,— «© Can you act like 
this!“ The other, with all the non-chalance of 


faſhion, ſaid a great deal without ſpeaking ever a 
word; — for her geſtures and pantomime action 


were inimitable; and as ſhe leaned on her ſiſter, 


ſhe pointed at Widow Brady's buckles, then at | 
her figure, next with a ſignificant ſhrug that the 


whole was intolerable, and at laſt, after giving 


the torture in an elegant and truly ſignificant 


manner, ſhe gave her a laſt look, and turned away 


with the grandeſt contempt and hauteur. Now 


it may be aſked, why did not I prevail on Mrs. | 
Jordan to quit ſo improper a ſituation for herſelf, 
and cruel to a degree, as Mrs. Jordan's marks of 


diſapprobation were of great conſequence in the 
minds of men that year, though the effect might 


have been ad different the Ru before. "oe 


*. 


her ſiſter's arm, the was at the very edge of the 5 
wing on the ſtage part; this was during the ſmall 

clothes ſcene in the Iriſh Widow, in the laſt act of 
that farce ; This enraged the widow Robinfon to 

a degree, and it added to her anger of a bad bene- 
fit, when from the ſample of the year before, ſhe 

expected it to riſe, not to fall off, which would 

: naturally 1 irritate any lady. But this ſaid benefit, 


. 
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7 


. Whit complied wi 
bad looked up to, was awe the man of 
terror or command, but then looked down upon, 
if he dared to aſſume authority: And another 


her quitting ſo very conſpicuous a ſituation been 
complied with, it might not have given me 
the ill-natured ſatisfaction E enjoyed; fox Mrs. 
Robinſon had quarrelled with me violently the 
day before, and 1 love a little miſchief, —* tis in 
my nature; and oh Nature! Nature! who can 


0 


; for the manager f en N 


hidden reaſon might be the cauſe, had my deſire of 


1 


ſtop thy bee I felt for Mrs. Robinſon, yet at Ic 

| the ſame time 1 immoderately chuckled at the . ai 
miſchief I witneſſed going forward; and had I f 
ventured to *. the melighoTs ie hls 1's {nope al 
85 Wt 1 145 8 „ = 2 1 5 a 1 7 ; 55 V 


- 3 « And by deciſion more embroil'd the fray.” ood _ = 8 1 
i So, if that be a truth, . Mr. 


8 ſon, Who do not like being vexed, PW you mt ne 


grow more pliant, from your own feelings ?” it 


Why it is a fair queſtion, but it is a picture of | a; 
life in general more than t 


he reader will ſuppoſe, 1 
for all are made more or leſs of the ſame whimſi- ou 
cal diſpoſition, and I will take the hint as well as ter 


I can, and mend with all, convenient ſpeed; but ane 
it vas in fact only retaliation; For Mrs. Robinſon mu 


© 


* * 
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it 
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me before twelve months were gone and cee TY 
and fo far her gift off double-ſight was verified; 35 
: (ſo were the witches prophecies to Macbeth;) but 
not as either Mrs. Robinſon or Mr. Wilkinſon 
in ſo high a degree expected, for inſtead of the 
ſuppliant, ſhe came ſpliſn, ſplaſh, diſh, daſh, to 
the Leeds play-houſe, and toſſels dangling, &c.— 
Oh! it's a charming thing to be a woman of 
quality, —and in lieu of her aſking: me for an 
engagement, the caſe was greatly altered, oe. 
I was obliged to ſolicit the lady who formerly 34 
\ Tolicited me, and it was no more than a comic 
adventure between us three, like a party of plea- 
ure at quadrille, where all ſhould play and pay 
alike: Ay, but ſays Mrs. Robinſon, you have 
made me at this game pay more than my ſhare: 
Well, Mrs. Robinſon, never mind it, I will pay _ 


two thirds at our next meeting to clear the debt; 
I am a rich man in that reſpect, and will treat 


moſt cheerfully and liberally: And I hope this 
nonſenſe will be read by the two ladies as I mean 
it whimſically, and for us all three to laugh at. 


And as what is vexatious at one time of life, with 


one ſip of good- nature thrown in, and leaving 
out all ſpleen and gall, makes a real laugh and en- 
tertainment on retroſpection; as ſuch I give it, 


and as ſuch hope it will be taken, and in palliation 


muſt hint, that a wiſer head than mine, and a par- 
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dee Wilkinſon: One of God COON Un- 
I defired Mrs. . to . one nike only: . 
Which I made not the leaſt heſitation but com- 


plied with. A ſtrange revolution |. the identical 
lady to ſhare the receipt of the night, who but 
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go friend at Han, „ many yi 


* ago, 


Cc untables. VVV e e 


She inſiſted playing on ſhares, half after 151. to 


nine months before received only 11. 1 18. 6d. per 
week : Not that I expected much profit for Mrs. 
Jordan or myſelf; her having played four ſum- 


mers, and her laſt benefit quite neglected, wen 
me imagine the Leeds audience was cloyed, and 


from the frequency of ſeeing her perform and 


5 the ſpace ſo ſhort, judged a decent appearance at 


the theatre would be the utmoſt her beſt efforts 
could produce : But on June 21, 1786, we tried 5 


the experiment, and allowing Mrs. Jordan every 


merit, yet to prove the power and magnetic force 
of faſhion, her Country Girl and the Romp, of 
which (Romp) they had been almoſt ſatiated, | 
excited an overflowing houſe before the play be-. - 


gan; a circumſtance at that time ſeldom ſeen at 


Leeds. The demand for places was ſo great, that = 


ſeven rows of the pit were laid into the boxes to 
greet her return. What is to be ſaid for theſe 


things! Why nothing for it never Was ſtr: nge | 
that the: worll. Woe be eee, ES : „„ 9 g | 1 | 
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1 La e 8 time "Tru am -defoiibing: Mrs. 7 xdan, - 

- Miſs Wilkinſon's laſt performance with me, was 1 

4 Leeds, June the -2d, in Roſina, and. rejoice. - 

| that a good huſband and good advancement bog: 

_ rewarded her; and that Miſs Wilkinfon has not 

only grown to be 4 Mountain, but that chat 

Mountain has not brought forth a mouſe, but in 

. reality, has brought forth a Mountain | BU g the... ED 

Wininſons, if that is the caſe, it muſt be granted | 

A are a wonderful breed, and like xtraordin ry 

. BB cattle; ſhould bear an exorbitant price 5 

I in here introduce Miſs ee Fares 5 i 

who returned to me for a fixed engagement. re 
had been from the time ſhe had left me, in Scot- | 
land and in Ireland, and came greatly improved 

indeed: She acted Gillian ini-the <« Quaker,” and 

feveral ſinging characters and girls, and all with 

great credit. For her benefit at Leeds ſhe played 


3 


the Poor Soldier, and ſtood her ground ſo well, 
_ that it proved a ſtrong card for her and the hole : 
round. She was ſo clever as to pierce. the heart 8 
of Mr. Knight, whom I ſoon perceived very af- 
ſiduous and © conſtantly attentive; which ſome 
time after ended; HKS. a een comedy, wick 
9 marriage. 4 
Mrs 5s Rege „ 1 -Repped. forth * 
in Letitia Hardy in which character ſhe was 
and remains moſt excellent. By ſuch addition, 
with Mrs. IIiff and Miſs Farren's aſſiſtance, our 
female part of the operas was well performed. 
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| deferye half--crown for my 


,,  ___ THE END, or THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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